
 

 

 
 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Defiance 
September 17, 2017 ~ 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

501 Washington Ave.  Defiance, OH  43512 

419-782-2781  1presby.com 

  



 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Defiance.    
As you enter this holy space, please enter with reverence respecting those who are preparing for 
worship.  Hearing amplifiers, large print Bibles and Hymnals are available.  Ask one of the ushers 

for assistance. 
  

THE ORDER OF THE LITURGY 
* The Congregation stands if able in body or spirit.    

 

Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

We Are Gathered by The Word  
 

Choral Introit O Worship the Lord   
 

Call to Worship      
L: Give praise to God! Praise the Lord, for it is God who saves. . . .   
P:  It is God who forgives. . . .  
L:  It is God who delivers. . . .  
P:  Give thanks and praise to the Lord! 
 

Praise Chorus                                         This is the Day   
This is the day, this is the day, 

 That the Lord has made, that the Lord has made. 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice  

And be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made. 

 

Morning Prayer 
 

*Hymn                     Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 234  

 

*Call to  Confession  
 

*Corporate Prayer of Confession 

Loving God, we confess that we have failed to live in harmony with our sisters and 
brothers. We have been self-righteous in our attitudes, closed-minded in our beliefs, 



 

and judgmental in our opinions.  We have shunned those whose ways we do not 
understand, and we have despised those who do not endorse our convictions.  
Forgive our sins of discord and conceit, and heal our divisiveness and quarreling.  Help 
us to be charitable in our regard for others that we may dwell in peace with Christ, 
who is Lord of all. 
 

*Silent Prayer of Personal Confession 
 

*Assurance of God’s Grace and Pardon 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
 

          L:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
          P:  And also with you. 
 

*Response                                     “Glory Be to the Father”                                            #581 
  

THE WORD IS PROCLAIMED TO US   
 

The Story            Creation 
 

Prayer for Discernment 
 

Scripture Reading                           Romans 14:1-12 

L:  The word of the Lord.   
P:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Message in Song                 Come Find Forgiveness and Love  
 

Scripture Reading      Matthew 18:21-35 
L:  The word of the Lord.   
P:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon    
 

*Hymn  We Gather Here in Jesus Name (Come, Share the Lord)     510 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

Prayers of the People 
L:  God in your mercy, 

P:  Hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Sins; sin against us)                                                          Hymnal, p. 16 



 

 

Choral Response  To Him Who Sits Upon the Throne 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offertory 
 

*Doxology                                                                                                                             #606 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
Holy God of holy ground, like Moses, we question our fitness to serve heaven’s 
purposes on earth.  Overcome our qualms with the assurance of your presence; 
bless these offerings that, through them, we may do your will; in the name of the 
triune One. Amen.  
 

THE WORD IS SEALED TO US 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
God is here. 
God’s Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise 

We give thanks to you, creating God, ..…to rise and sing your praise. 
Glory to you forever. 
You formed us from the earth ..…and forever sing your praise: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of goodness and life, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
We give you thanks, O God, ……and healed the brokenhearted. 
Glory to you forever. 
 Remembering his dying and rising, .…as we taste the fruits of heaven. 
Glory to you forever. 



 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, by the inspiration of your Life-giving Spirit,  
we worship you, Creating God, in songs of endless praise. Blessed are you, now and 
forever. Amen. 

The Words of Institution  
 

Communion – We will hold the bread and eat together as covenant community.  You 
may drink of the cup as you are ready.   
 

*Prayer after Communion 
     Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this Sacrament, united us with 

Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your eternal kingdom. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We Carry the Word Into the World 
 

*Hymn  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 753 
 

*Charge & Benediction 
 

*Congregational Response           Kum Ba Yah (verse 2) 472 
 

*Postlude 
 

Liturgy resources used regularly: 
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion.  Copyright 2013 
MinistryMatters.com 
 

Thank you for your service! 
Pastor - Lynn Bova                          WeKirk – Kristal Alford & Jenni Price 
Organist – Martie Kindinger                              Power Point –   
Choir Director - Vern Kindinger  Bell Choir Director – Karen Straley 
Liturgist – Marsha Karr                New Wineskins Band 
Ushers – Team 2    Sound Tech – Mike Winners 
Child Care - Andrea Zimmerman 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS   

Betty Hill               Glenn Park 

LoisAnn Zimmerman                      Glenn Park    



 

Joanne Parker                                                                                                             Glenn Park 
Peg Graham                             Kingsbury House 
Leora Myers                             Kingsbury House 
Betty Seibel                          The Laurels 
Mary Reeves                 Health Concerns 
Russ Ziegler                             Health Concerns  
Joan Gearing                                                                                                         Health Concerns 
Ed Bowser                 Health Concerns  
Mary Ann Schroeder                Health Concerns 
 

Home Centered Member of the Week  - Joanne Parker   
 

Mission Partner of the Week:  Theological Education Sunday ~  In 1996, the year after 
I (Rev. Dr. Lee Hinson-Hasty) graduated from seminary, presbyteries in the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) ordained 408 new ministers of Word and Sacrament. Many of them continue to serve 
and lead in the PC(USA) two decades later in critical ways. In 2016, the PC(USA) ordained about 
half (52%) of the number we did in 1996, with only 214 ordained. While we have fewer 
congregations in 2016 than 1996, it is only 17 percent less, not 52 percent! The need for 
qualified ministers of Word and Sacrament will increase as Baby Boomer generation pastors 
continue to retire over the next decade or so. The median age of a Presbyterian minister in 2017 
is over 60 years old. The PC(USA) pastorate mirrors the demographics of about 20 mainline 
denominations in the U.S. 
The call to action is clear. Now is the time to support future ministers by putting our gifts of 
money, mind and mentoring where God’s mission is:  proclaiming the good news of the Gospel 
of God’s love, God’s grace and the call to discipleship including at the baptismal font, 
communion table and pulpit. There are many ideas about what the future of the church will look 
like. Ultimately, the answer is up to faithful followers of Christ today. How we respond to 
putting our money, mind and mentoring gifts to work now will decide what the next two to 
three decades of the church will be. 
What can you do today to live into God’s mission of celebrating theological education and 
seminaries by supporting future ministers?  Mentor someone or help an organization that is 
mentoring those with gifts for ministry. Invite them to consider that call and help them start 
conversations with admissions officers at one or more Presbyterian seminaries. 
Nurture a mind, including your own, theologically. Theological education deepens faith and 
leaders in seminary and beyond.   
Union Presbyterian Seminary offers a program called Pathways. Pathways is an online program 
of nine courses offered over a two-year period.  All courses (and two other electives) are open 
to church members who want to increase their knowledge and discipleship or feel called to 
serve as Commissioned Ruling Elder. Each course is five weeks long. Our own Barbara Florke is 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/06/12/upshot/the-politics-of-americas-religious-leaders.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/06/12/upshot/the-politics-of-americas-religious-leaders.html
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/tef


 

taking some of these classes!  Ask her about it!   
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/September-17-2017/.  
 

Please contact Pastor Lynn with other prayer concerns.  Prayer Concerns will remain for 
two weeks unless otherwise requested. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS ABOUT OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

Wednesday Night Dinner Menu -  Sue King’s team will serve Foyle’s cheesy chicken, 
green beans, Ramen noodle salad, tossed green salad and dessert. Meal prices are the 
same as last year --$3 for children, $5 for adults and $15 for a family. 
 

Coffee Anyone? There is a Keurig coffee brewer in the East Entrance that is being 
enjoyed.  If you would like to donate K cups, please just leave them on the table.  
Thanks. 
 

Help Wanted for Wednesday Dinner Teams! The Wednesday night dinner schedule is 
on the bulletin board.  Cooking captains will be asking for your help.   
 

The Mexico scholarship campaign continues!  Mark your donation clearly as 'Mexico 
Scholarship' and put it in the collection plate or send to the church.  Thank you for your 
part in encouraging these friends and supporting their dreams of an education.  The last 
day to donate will be today, Sunday, Sept. 17, 2017. 
 

A Meal Train for Ed Bowser is almost complete.  He has really enjoyed the meals and 
the company.  There is just one more open date, Sat. Sept. 23.  The link 
is https://mealtrain.com/2l7wgq.    
 

Attendance last week: 56 
 

Coming Events: 

Wednesday night activities 
Wednesday night dinners start at 5:30, WeKirk and youth group at 6:30, choir 
at 6:45 (starting Sept. 6), bells after choir (starting Sept. 20), Wineskins in the evening. 
 

September 27, 2017 
Organizational meeting for Workcamp 2018!  Anyone interested in learning more 
about the workcamp being planned for June 2018 should meet in the Westminster 
room at 6:00 pm. The meeting will run 30 minutes max.  Join us!                                                                                                                                                

 

October 1, 2017  
Bibles and Bacon will start at 9 am. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/September-17-2017/
https://mealtrain.com/2l7wgq


 

 
 

Sunday—09/17 

              10:15 am  Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

Monday – 09/18               

            12:00 pm  AA – room 304 

 4:45 pm  Property & Finance meetings 

 5:00 pm  Trustees 

 6:00 pm  Christian Education meeting 
 

Tuesday – 09/19  

   9:00 - 12:00 pm  Group Meetings - room 302 

   9:00 - 10:30 am  Group Meetings - room 201 
  

Wednesday – 09/20  

   9:00 - 11:30 am  Group Meetings – Café 501 

              12:00 pm  AA - room 108 

 5:30 pm  Dinner hosted by Sue King’s team 

 6:30 pm  AGO/Youth/WeKirk 

                6:45 pm  Adult Choir                    

 8:30 pm  New Wineskins 

   
Thursday – 09/21 

                noon                      Lion’s Club    
 

Friday – 09/22  

            12:00 pm  AA – room 304 

              7:30 pm  AA – room 108 
 

Saturday – 09/23 
 

Sunday – 09/24 

              10:15 am Worship in the Sanctuary 
       
Ushers - Team 1   Liturgist – Pam Reid  
Sound Tech –                      PowerPoint –  TBA 
 

Look for us on the web at: 1 presby.com; Facebook at First Presbyterian Church of 
Defiance;  or on Twitter at FirstPres.Defiance@fpcDefiance. 

http://www.ottawapresby.org/
mailto:FirstPres.Defiance@fpcDefiance

