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As I write this column, Norm and I have just become registered 

voters in Ohio and will cast our first ballots with you in Novem-

ber.  I hope all of you who are eligible to vote will do so in the  

upcoming elections- they are important as we elect those who 

represent us in the US Congress and State Legislature as well  

as a new Governor and other important offices.  We will be read-

ing and listening closely this month as we determine our votes. 

The political ads can be disconcerting and mis-leading as we all 
know, so it is important to check the facts using voting records 
and comparing websites, news reports and checking Snopes.com.  
The ads sometimes can make you feel like you don’t even want to 
engage the process, but our community needs everyone to make 
as informed a vote as possible.  We are proud of our American 
system, our liberty and our rights.  Our rights and freedoms 
come with the call to responsible citizenship- obeying just laws 
and exercising our right to vote.  Our representative form of gov-
ernment has stood the test of time, a civil war and even seasons 
of political rancor and scandal.  Our American system can only 
become stronger as more of us participate.   
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THANK YOU for your GIFT of HOSPITALITY                                                                                       

What does this have to do with our faith?  Presbyterians do not separate themselves 

from political or governing processes; in fact, we are disproportionately represented 

in our state and national governments; over the life of our nation a large percentage 

of Presbyterians have entered into the messy process of making and executing the 

laws and being judges.  We believe that engaging the civic life of our communities 

and nation are important ways we live out our discipleship of Jesus Christ.   This is 

not limited to simple obedience to governing authorities, but respect for the offices 

they hold and for the processes that make our laws, as well as the need to speak to 

the system and to work with our fellow citizens for a nation 

that is just, merciful and creates peaceful order in our com-

munities, nation and world. 

Putting faith into action, 

Pastor Ann 

NEXT SUNDAY IS WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY— There will be enve-
lopes available for you to give your special Peace & Global Witness Offering. Remem-
ber 25% of these gifts remain with our congregation to be used as session deter-
mines. Another 25% is kept by MV Presbytery for presbytery wide peace projects. 
Consider your gifts to these ministries.  

THE BAND IS BACK TOGETHER AGAIN — New Wineskins will lead us in wor-
ship next Sunday! 

PW&F - Will meet October 8th at 12:30 for “Tea and Sharing” 
with the women of St. John’s UCC Church. Our sharing will be 
“The Happiest time/day of my life.” We are looking forward to 

enjoying a tea with our friends from another church, and hearing about much happi-
ness. Please plan to attend and bring a friend! A short business meeting will follow. 
All PW should be there by 12:00 pm. 

THE ANNUAL PW THANKOFFERING SERVICE— Will be Sunday morning, 
Nov. 18th. The women have prepared the morning church service with a guest speak-
er from Toledo. 
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COATS FOR CHRISTMAS - The initial planning for our 31st year of Coats for 
Christmas has begun.  Please mark your calendars with the following dates.  We will be 
distributing the barrels starting on Wednesday Oct. 10. That is also the night that the 
racks will go up.  If you are able to help with this projects that requires muscle, please 
plan to bring your pipe wrench and attend starting at 6 pm. The collection period is 
from Oct. 15 to Nov. 9. We will be giving away the coats on Saturday and Sunday, No-
vember 17 and 18.   

NEWS FROM THE DEACONS - Last spring the deacons started a program to visit 
the home centered and less mobile members of the church. Each month a small group 
of deacons takes a day to visit as many people as they can contact.  During the August 
visits, Pastor Ann joined the delegation.  This was a nice way to introduce her to every-
one. Each month the group takes along a little reminder of our love.  This month it was 
a piece of Bud’s pie!  That’s love you can put your fork in!  

 

 
LoisAnn Zimmerman         Glenn Park    
Joanne Parker                                                                                                                             Glenn Park 
Alton Myers                     Glenn Park 
Peg Graham                                                                            Kingsbury House 
Betty Seibel                         The Laurels        
Joan Gearing                                                                                                                                                 Health Concerns 
Sheron Lee                Health Concerns 
Ruth Fitzenrider                             Health Concerns 
                    
 
Prayer Concerns: Janice Johansen (chemo), Bill Riggs (terminal illness), Jean Ziglers son-in-law Tony 
Hinger (recovering from kidney transplant), Marilyn Smiths nephew David Knoop, Bonnie Vinz hun-
band Glen (colon cancer), The Schroeder family.       
             



 

                             OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS                   

01 —  Jennifer Price           21 — Jack Lee 

06 — Melanie Puehler               22 — Raif Peffley 

11  — Ann Culver         24 — Sandy Youkers 
12 — Pam Reid                    26 — Linda Richards 
15 — Lynn Bishop                                                                                                  26 —Lora Richards 
17 — Peg Argiropoulos                                                                              28— Mike Price 
17 — Christopher Sindel                   28 — Ann Wasson 
18 -  Joe McCarthy                      29— Jaren Tipton 
20 — Matt Hollo        29— Sue Price 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES  

03 — Craig & Lora Richards             07 — Judd & Kathryn McBride 

20 — Bobbie & Doug Brown  

Thank you to Roger & Sigrid Emerling for sponsoring the October newsletter. 

This enables us to print the newsletter in color.  

There are a few more  months open.  Sign up on the bulletin board 

if you’d  like to support this ministry. 
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From your Clerk-- We honor those who have achieved membership in the 
Church Triumphant and look forward to meeting friends in Christ from Mex-
ico here in Defiance next summer! 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to the family of Mary Ann Schroeder. 
Mary Ann passed away on Sunday, September 16, 2018.  A service of witness to the  
resurrection and celebration of Mary Ann’s life was held at the church on Saturday,  
September 22 at 10:30 am with the Rev. Ann Wasson officiating.  A lunch was held  
after the service. 
On Motion:  to invite the four youth to come next summer as Global Partners to the 
 PYT.  This will include support for travel for them and their parents, funded by the  
youth group (DAF, bequests).  So approved.   
Thank you all for your incredible and generous support of young scholars in the Yuca 
tan.  $7400 was recently transferred to help students finish high school and be able  
to look toward college.   

News from our pastor 
Pastor Ann reported on a month full of activity.  She is out and about and has met with 
the personnel and nominating committees.  

COME FEED YOUR SOUL AS WELL AS YOU YOUR BODY — Bibles and Ba-
con begins again this Sunday at 9:00am. Craig & Lora Richards will be making and 
serving bacon and pancakes. Megan Barber will led the Bible Study.  



She continues to meet and participate with worship, deacons and CE.  Finance and 
 stewardship will meet soon.  She will participate in PW & F, will attend the Lion’s  
lunch when she can, mission activities, local minister’s meetings and she will float  
on Wednesday nights to get a sense of how our programming and practices work.  
She has also written letters to those who have not been recently active, introducing  
herself and welcoming them back to the worship and work of the church.  
Pastor Ann suggested that we rethink the wedding policy and remove the pastoral  
counseling fee, with the pastor receiving just an honorarium.  Session approved  
this change. 
A Great Expectations workshop will be offered by COM and Maumee Valley Pres 
bytery on Saturday morning Oct 20 from 9 to noon for elders and deacons and  
anyone else who considers him/herself a leader in the church. Lynn Bova will f 
acilitate this event. 

From our treasurer 
 We are doing better than budgeted.  Marsha is available to answer any questions.   

Notes from the Deacons, doing Kingdom work in the church and in the 
community. 

Check out the articles and upcoming dates regarding Coats for Christmas and the 
 work of the congregational care team, a group of deacons and Pastor Ann who are  
regularly visiting our home centered members and taking treats like Bud’s pie!! 
Staples from the Stable, supporting families identified by Ravens Care, will kick  
off on Nov. 25, with collection through Dec. 16 and delivery Dec. 17.  Donations  
should be dropped off in the Westminster room. 
Hanging of the Greens in conjunction with the youth group will be on Wed., Nov. 
 28 starting at 6 pm.  
A list of monthly themes for the shopping basket will be featured in upcoming 
 newsletters. 
Sign up to host coffee hour!  The list is on the bulletin board.  Keep the food and  
drink offerings simple and the fellowship rich!  Your help is needed! 

 News from your Christian Education team 
Don’t forget Bibles and Bacon on Oct. 7.  Come for breakfast and Bible study at  
9 am. 
Barbara Florke is editing a couple different child, youth and vulnerable adult  
protection policies, which the group hopes to approve next month.    
Pastor Ann is leading a short worship service with song and prayer during  
Wednesday dinners, feeding us spiritually as well. 
WeKirk will have some Saturday practices this year for the Christmas play.   
Kristal plans to attend a CE conference in October.  WeKirk will host a food  
drive to support the work of the Ravens in the time before Thanksgiving. 
 Fourteen youth and adults attended the International Festival at the Islamic  
Center of Toledo and enjoyed a day of feasting and learning about another  
Abrahamic faith.   
The youth are looking forward to sharing the awesome response to the Blessed to 
 be a Blessing initiative.  Don’t miss it—Oct 14 during morning worship. The Reids 
 will be gone for a few weeks and have subs and supplies lined up.  Thanks Craig,  
Lora, Cara, Curtis, Adam, Pastor Ann and Kristal. 
Several youth are interested in attending a Presbytery wide youth retreat in Nov.  
at Kirkmont. 
The Friends in Faith mentoring program, a way of loving our children and youth,  
needs volunteers!

Highlights from the September 2018 Session meeting, 



A colorful fall kickoff and blessing of the backpacks and our ministries was held on 
 Sept. 16. 
The next meeting will be October 15 at 5:30 pm.  You are all welcome.  Come! 

Worship/Music  
The choir is singing, the New Wineskins are making ready for Oct. 7, the bells are  
ringing and our church is full of praise to the glory of God. 
Session voted to make a change in projection in the sanctuary.  Two large TV moni 
tors will be placed on either side of the chancel.  The center screen will eventually  
be removed.  The monitors will be wired to the computer.  A dedicated tablet to run 
 the sanctuary sound system will also be purchased.  Thanks to Mike Winners who  
will order and install.   
The PW & F Thank Offering service will be held on Nov. 18 with Ronald McDonald  
House in Toledo presenting and receiving the offering.   
Pastor Ann will prepare a worship service that we can share on Nov. 25, when she  
will be on vacation. 
The choir will perform a Christmas cantata on Dec. 16.   
The next worship committee meeting is September 13 at 6:30. All are welcome.  
Come! 

Creative Concepts  
     A meeting to plan Ann’s installation reception (Oct. 14 at 4 pm after worship and 
     installation) was held Sept 19 during Wednesday dinner.  An enthusiastic group of  
     volunteers continues to work to prepare for this joyous occasion.  
Property  

Recent projects completed include painting the Ensign House—doesn’t it look 
 great?  
A dedicated group of people continues to handle property issues.  Thank you to  
Chuck Fitzenrider, Foyle Solether, Mike Winners, Mike Peffley, Rich Reid, Joel  
Youkers, Jeff Barber and Charlie Bates and other helpers generous with their time  
and talents to keep the Lord’s House in good repair.   
Projects needing work are the installation of a code lock on the door of the old  
Rainbow Choir room, the monitor in the office, cleanup of the old pastor’s office,  
and repair of the sanctuary ceiling.   Leaks in the East Entrance and elevator issues 
 have been repaired.   
The Ensign house bathroom is scheduled to be remodeled in October and there is  
a need to replace second floor windows there too.   
Eventually there will be a need to reshingle part of the church building. 
A replacement microphone for the sound system in the Westminster room has  
been ordered. 

Finance  
Has your group turned in budget requests for next year?  If not, see Nancy Meyer 
 asap. 

Personnel  
Through a new PCUSA Board of Pensions plan, insurance options have changed.  
  Any employee may elect to purchase vision and dental insurance.  This coverage  
is available to all employees.   
The personnel committee met on Sept 24 with staff.    

Highlights from the September 2018 Session meeting, cont.  



Nominating 
The group has met and has a slate of officers ready to go.  A congregational meeting 
 will be held on Sunday, Dec. 2 immediately following worship to elect officers and  
accept the budget. 

Ministries of the Larger Church 
The Peacemaking and Global Witness offering will be collected on Oct 7.  
Pastor Ann and Pam Reid attended Presbytery in September in Huron, OH, spend 
ing the morning experiencing a prayer labyrinth in a beautiful setting near the lake 
 behind the Zion Lutheran Church on Main St.  Maumee Valley said goodbye to  
Lynn Bova as Interim Temporary Presbyter for Common Life.  The new Temporary  
Presbyter for Common Life, the Rev. Dr. Matthew Meinke, will start Nov. 1. Pastor 
Ann has worked with him in his previous position in Oklahoma.  
Mary Bielen from COM will visit session on Nov. 29.    

Other Business 
Committees should finalize their parts of the Manual of Operations for review and 
 approval in Oct. 
A short-term safety task group will be named later in the year to reformulate a safe  
building plan. 
The next meeting will be held on Oct. 25.  Beth Sigg will serve as acting clerk.   

 

May the God of Hope go with us every day, filling all our lives with love 
and joy and peace.   

Thanks to all who are contributing in some way to the work of Christ 
through this church. 

Highlights from the September 2018 Session meeting, cont.  


