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A Line from Lynn  

We are a community,  

seeking to be in stride with Christ. 

 October 2017  
NEWSLETTER 

Edition 198 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  This is the second verse of Philippians, the book that we 

are working our way through in October in worship.  Paul is writ-

ing to the church, giving thanks for their relationship, sharing a 

bit of his life with them and urging them to remember that they 

are called to live the gospel.  He then gives thanks again and 

closes with a benediction.  Join us in worship to learn more! 

This month opens with World Communion and closes with a cele-

bration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  Our youth 

will be leading worship on Oct. 22nd with a message about this 

very topic!  It promises to be an interesting worship service.  And, 

we give thanks that Beth Sigg has agreed to give the message on 

Oct. 15th when I will be on study leave.  Also, AGO will begin a 

study called “This Changed Everything:  500 Years of the Refor-

mation.”  Please join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 in the 

Westminster Room. 

We have had many special offerings lately to support the work of 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Mexico Scholarship Fund, 

and the offering for Peace and Global Witness.  You have been 

very generous!  I know your gifts are appreciated. 



A Line from Lynn, continued 

So you are up to date on what is happening in the office, Marsha Karr and Susan King are work-

ing with Greg Steyer on the audit and working on updating all our policies and procedures.  Con-

tribution statements should be out by the end of the month.  Please look over them carefully to be 

sure we have accurately registered your contributions.  Let us know as soon as possible if there is 

a discrepancy.  Once the audit is complete, we will be ready to begin the process of hiring a new 

office manager.  In the meantime: 

 Pam Reid is doing the newsletter, and helping me with the bulletin. Pam, with help 

     from Jeff Barber, is also sending out the twice weekly Blasts. 

 Rich Reid is doing Easy Worship (the computer work for Sunday mornings). 

 Nancy Meyer and Marilyn Smith are folding and mailing bulletins. 

 Marsha Karr is paying bills. 

 Our counters continue to diligently do their work as well as others. 

And we are keeping track of the amount of time needed to do these various jobs so we will have a 

good idea of what is actually needed for the future. 

The Pastor Nominating Committee have met and been trained and so their work is beginning.  

Also, session will be beginning to develop the budget for 2018 and a stewardship campaign will 

be taking place soon.  Please keep in mind that there will added expenses next year as you call a 

new pastor.  The Pastor Nominating Committee will incur some expenses during the search, 

there will likely be moving expenses and your new pastor will be full time.  I encourage you to be 

prayerfully considering your pledge for next year.  You are a church that has much to offer be-

cause God has given you so much.  The upcoming months promise to be exciting! 

Blessings, 

Lynn 

 Good News at Your Church (in no particular order) 

 
The Presbyterian Women and Friends recently met for their first meeting of the year, managed the 
business part, enjoyed great potluck of food and fellowship, and learned about the Community 
Engagement Center, a part of the United Way of Defiance County, from director Savanna Weber, 
who came out of her maternity leave to share her enthusiasm for this endeavor.  We learned that it 
is easy to find out needs of lots of different constituencies in Defiance County.  Just sign up at  
https://unitedwaydefiance.galaxydigital.com/, fill out an interest/service inventory, and then 
check your email for opportunities which will be shared by the Community Engagement Center.  
PW & F is currently talking about what group to support with the Thank Offering, and the Lion’s 
lunch group continues to earn money that is regularly given to groups in the area.  Great job, la-
dies.   



 
The We Kirk kids got a chance to be Jesus’ hands and feet in response to the recent hurricane 
disasters.  The kids learned about the needs of children, pets, families and just everyone who 
suffered from the destruction and they filled cleaning buckets and packed hygiene bags.  They 
also earned money though a couple bake sales, which helped to draw attention to the project, 
and the PW donated a nice sum to pay for additional buckets and kits.  The goods were blessed 
during worship and delivered to ISOH/Impact in Perrysburg/Waterville, a group that regularly 
sends trucks to these areas of need.  All of your monetary donations will go to Presbyterian Dis-
aster Assistance, an arm of our denomination that is known for partnering with people and 
helping groups on the ground in the middle impacted areas.  PDA is also always one of the last 
organizations to leave a needy area, meaning they stay to offer support even after the big initial 
push.  What a great project led by Kristal, Jenni and our littlest children! 

  
The Youth group is also deep in a project which they hope will benefit many.  You may have 
seen the youth washing your donated detergent bottles recently.  They also made 30 gallons of 
homemade  Tide boosted HE laundry detergent and will distribute it at Coats for Christmas.  
And did you notice a couple of older guys at youth group?  Adam Bates and his girlfriend, Shan-
nan Zipfel will be partnering in leading the youth, coming when the Reids are traveling.  Curtis 
Richards also came to help, and he’ll be back too, when it works with his apprenticeship with 
Hoening Funeral homes.  Please stay tuned—the youth have a surprise for you all on October 
22nd. The youth are also already planning for work camp next summer.  Quite a few people at-
tended an information meeting recently to hear about the Hands and Feet Initiative and AMEN 
St. Louis.  The trip is planned for June 10 -16, 2018 and will end with the group attending open-
ing worship at the 233rd General Assembly of the PCUSA, which will be meeting in St. Louis the 
week after we are there.  There will be opportunities to join this group later, but if you have the 
slightest interest, please talk to Rich or Pam Reid so we can book enough space. 

  
We have elected a Pastor Nominating Committee.  After some time spent talking and growing 
together, working on issues that were shared during the congregational café conversations, the 
session wrote the mission study, which was approved by the Committee on Ministry of Presby-
tery.  This opened the door for our nominating committee to fill a slate, which was presented for 
vote at the congregational meeting in Sept.  Many thanks to your session members, the mem-
bers of the nominating committee and of course, Pastor Lynn, for all the work that has been 
completed. And here they are, your PNC!    Please keep these people in your prayers as they be-
gin this last step of the process of calling our new pastor. 
Jacob Black, Floyd Culver, Susan King, Jeanne Peffley, Rich Reid, Lora Richards, Joel Youkers 
 

 
There is a lot of skill and practical know how in this church.  A group is forming to be able to 
respond to a variety of ‘hands on’ needs.  If you have skills, a little time and are interested, 
please let Pastor Lynn know.  We have successfully used the online Meal Train to get meals out 
to a couple members who were recovering from illness or surgery, and look forward to offering 
this help as needed in the future. 

 More Good News… 



 
Blessed to be a Blessing—All of our students and educators were blessed in a special worship 
service in September, and now wear a tag to that effect with a beautiful graphic on one side and 
a prayer on the other.  And in typical Pastor Lynn fashion, she made enough of these for ALL of 
us, so we all can have this blessing with us, whether on a backpack or purse or tote or wristlet 
or wallet or briefcase or whatever it is that we carry with us as every day, reminded that we are 
living out our commission in the mission field as we live our daily lives.  Here is the prayer we 
carry with us.  Dear God, we learn new things throughout life.  May our information, our skills 
and our interests serve you as we serve our neighbor in love.  Bless us with a joy for learning, 
for appreciating for doing new things, and for the wisdom that comes with a love for you and a 
love for all that you create.  Amen   
If you didn’t get your own tag, or if you need an extra to share with a friend, see Pastor Lynn. 
 
 

After a period of study by your session, revised bylaws were presented and approved by vote of 
the congregation.  These bylaws allow us to move forward to a unicameral board (the board of 
trustees is eliminated, but not the work of the trustees).  The number of session members will 
be increased to eight to handle this extra responsibility.  Elections of officers will be held in the 
fall, with new terms starting in January.  It is hoped that these changes will help us to respond 
to changing needs of the congregation and to help us to continue to minister effectively. 
 

 

This year marks a significant anniversary of serving the Defiance area through the Coats for 
Christmas ministry.   From the beginnings when this was a We Kirk project, to today when it 
involves not only Tinora Junior High students and family knitters from near and far, but prac-
tically everyone in the church, from age 4 to age 92, this ministry continues to help people in 
the Defiance community.  In fact, we are known as the ‘Coats Church.’ The collection has 
started, barrels are out, and the coats will be processed, cleaned by ever faithful Mercury 
Cleaners and this congregation, mended and hung, preparing for the distribution on Nov. 4 
and 5.  Thanks to all who are helping.  Marilyn Smith, Jeanne Peffley and Rich Reid are chair-
ing Coats this year, and Sigrid Emerling is in charge of the cleaning, sorting, mending team.  
Many coats were purchased at year end sales, with a significant contribution by the Presbyte-
rian Women, so there is a great start.  Sign up to work at the giveaway or contact Sigrid about 
helping with the sorting. Thanks to all who are tending barrels.  Keep those coats coming in! 

 

 
Have you been in church on Sunday recently?  Look for the pictures of the beautiful World 
Communion table from last week.  Pastor Lynn led us through parts the gospel of Matthew and 
is now preaching from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  There is much to think about as we con-
template these scriptures.  The Wineskins are leading worship on the first Sunday of the 
month, the choir sings on the other Sundays, the bells will lift praise on the third Sunday and 
we will celebrate holy communion on the first and third Sundays.  Come think about what God 
has to say to you through this worship, and how we can live out God’s call as we go out into the 
world each day. 

 More Good News… 



 
Bibles and Bacon started Oct. 1.  If you didn’t come this month, please mark your calendars for 
most of the first Sundays of the month and come to grow and learn in an intergenerational commu-
nity.  You have so much wisdom to share with our kids and youth and they too have much to share 
with you.  We all learn, we all grow, we all are the body of Christ together.  Megan Barber designs 
wonderful Christian Ed lessons for us each month—they include prayer, scripture, an interactive 
study and something hands on to help us all take the lesson home.  All this is built in a framework 
that allows the participants to talk together and to get to know each other.  Craig and Lora Richards 
cook the most fabulous breakfasts.  This is really a great opportunity.  Please consider joining the 
group.  9 am  (almost all) First Sundays of the month. 

 

 
Friends in Faith, an intergenerational mentoring program, is another way to invest in our young 
people.  Lora Richards has put the program for the whole year into a notebook, so the preparation 
is super easy.  Fifteen minutes to seal a friendship that may last a lifetime!  OUR KIDS NEED YOU!  
The group meets (roughly) once a month on Wednesday from 6:15 to 6:30.  Research shows that 
our young people need SEVERAL connections in the church, people who KNOW them personally 
and can ask about what is going on in their lives when they come back, for example when they are 
away at college, in order to feel really connected.  God works in the most amazing ways.  Let him 
touch your hearts through these kids. 

 

Our congregation has generously donated to area food pantries over the years.  Some gifts go to St. 
Mary’s food pantry, others to the PATH Center.  All donations are welcome, including gift cards or 
a monetary contribution.  Please put ’Food Collection’ on the memo line of your check.  The dea-
cons have suggested these items for the remaining months of 2017 .  October--soup and crackers,  
November--staples such as oil, salt, pepper, spices, noodles, rice, spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, 
canned vegetables, and December--treats such as popcorn, chips, cookies, candy, fruit rollups, 
pretzels.  Place these in the labeled shopping cart near the office.   Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 
The Mexican scholarship program continues to be a shining example of Christ’s love emanating 
from this congregation.  $6970 was sent to Pastor Fausto this week, to be used to support the edu-
cational goals of nine students.  Four of them are attending college or other advanced training, an-
other is being supported as he works on his college prep (high school) program, and still four oth-
ers are taking courses in English to prepare to attend Triennium in the future and to continue as 
leaders in the combined ministry between all our churches.  The youth group also sent an addi-
tional amount from the youth mission fund that will be used by the church in Ticul to assist with a 
goal of covering their courtyard with a sun and rain screen.  Since very few dollars were spent last 
summer on construction, this money was not used for the mission trip as it usually is.  This is a 
worthy project which will help the church make the outdoor space more versatile for all kinds of 
worship and fellowship opportunities.  Thanks to all of you for your generous support of the schol-
arship gift. 

 Even More Good News… 



 

 
The next PW & F meeting is a FIELD TRIP to Lily Creek Farms to experience and understand 
the ministry that horses and their care givers offer to individuals with physical and mental 
needs.  This is a DIFFERENT DATE than usual--Monday, Oct. 16.  Meet at the church at noon 
and leave at 12:15.  Return after the farm visit for dessert and a brief meeting.  We’ll decide on 
our November Thank Offering recipient.  Bring meditation books, cards and hotel size items for 
our ministry to home bound members. 

If you are willing to receive your monthly newsletter digitally rather than by regular U.S. mail, 
please let Pastor Lynn or Pam Reid know.   It is important that you can read the newsletter in a 
format that is comfortable for you, but it can be expensive to mail. 
Thank you to Ann Culver for sponsoring  the month of October.  November is still available at 
$15.00 if you would like to contribute.  This helps offset the costs to print in color.  Sign up on 
the bulletin board.  And thank you! 

 

 

Opportunities to Serve and Share 

We have been having dinner together on Wednesday night for many years.  This is such a 
blessing--a time when we can gather for fellowship and great food, in anticipation of an eve-
ning of opportunities for many.  There is a pretty good sized crowd of regulars, and it is always 
great when there are surprise attendees, too.  Thanks to all who take money, shop, cook and 
clean up, and of course, all who EAT.  The meal team captains for the next month include Oct 
11--Donna Black, Oct. 18 --Jennifer Bates, Oct. 25 - Mary Ann Schroeder, and Nov. 1 --Reid/
Kreider.  The full schedule is on the bulletin board and in the kitchen.  Please let Pam Reid 
know what you will be serving.  Menus are publicized in the Blast and bulletin.  Meal prices are 
the same as last year--$3 for children, $5 for adults and a maximum of $15 per family. 

 
We will be having coffee fellowship about twice a month, hosted by a group who is doing this in 
rotation.  If you like coffee hour and would like to take a turn, please sign up on the sheet on 
the bulletin board.   It is fine to sign up for just one Sunday.  Deacons will reimburse your ex-
penses.  You are asked to keep it simple—bring a couple kinds of snacks, make coffee in the 
small pot using coffee that is here, and bring a cold drink, such as juice. Coffee hour is cur-
rently scheduled for Oct. 15, Oct. 29, Nov. 5 and Nov 19.    Watch the white board sign to know 
if it is a coffee hour Sunday and come to Café 501 for fellowship after worship. 

 RADA knives, forks, & more are available from the PW & F.   
Your purchase supports the ministries of the women and the products make 

great holiday gifts.   RADA products are in stock or can be ordered.  
Contact Mary Ann Schroeder or Lynn Bishop. 

 Even More Good News… 



Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is in contact with communities in the path of Harvey, Irma and 
Maria.  PDA has been in touch with the leadership of the Synod of Boriquen (Puerto Rico) and the 
Presbyteries of San Juan, Noroeste (Northwest) and Suroeste (Southwest) to share contact infor-
mation and grant information. PDA is also in touch with the Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance Network, which is a mutually agreed upon partnership between six presbyteries in Florida. 
This is a unique platform in which PDA can relate to all six presbyteries at once for disaster situ-
ational awareness.  PDA is also responding in Cuba and the US Virgin Islands.  

PDA is remaining in constant contact with PCUSA leadership in Puerto Rico. It is still too early to 
send in National Response Team members as the resources in Puerto Rico are already stretched 
too thin. Emergency grants are being issued and when it is safe and secure, and volunteers will not 
be creating an additional burden on the limited resources, the PDA national response team of bi-
lingual volunteers will be deployed to assist.  They anticipate there will an opportunity for long-

term volunteers to help with the recovery.   Gifts can be designated to DR000194-Irma or 
DR000194-Maria.  Click on http://pda.pcusa.org/page/give/ to give online, and 
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000194/ for other giving 
information (e.g. where to mail checks, tax ID number and how to give via phone).  

October 7 --David LaMotte, peace activist, will present two concerts and two workshops starting at 
11:30 am.  Christ Presbyterian Church, Toledo, OH 
 
October 15, 7 - 8 pm at the Black Cloister Brewing Company in Toledo, OH, Beer & Hymns, a 
wonderful evening of singing and fellowship.   
 
Now through October 3 
The PCUSA Peace and Global Witness Offering will be accepted through October.  This is one of 
four church wide Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), all which play an important role in 
defining what it means to be a connectional church in the twenty-first century, bringing together the diver-
sity of the PC(USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared concerns. The offerings offer opportuni-
ties for partnership, learning, and witness and profoundly affect the life of the church as a collective witness 
to Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church.  Information specific to this offering will be available as bulletin 
inserts over the next few weeks, and at special offerings.pcusa.org/peace-global.  If you would still like to 
contribute, please do so.   
 
October 22  at 4pm at Collingwood Presbyterian Churches in Toledo, OH 
Celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  Sponsored by the Branch of  
Congregational Life.  Choirs from all churches are needed, and Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts are invited to 

carry banners in the processional.  Contact Pastor Lynn if you are interested in participating.  Reformation 

Events include a Crop walk at Toledo Campus Ministry to support hunger ministries; a worship service 

with Rev. Grady Parsons  (former Stated Clerk of PCUSA) preaching, followed by a dinner and Beer & 

Hymns all at Collingwood Presbyterian Church. 
 

Another Beer and Hymns is set for October 30, 2017 at The Black Cloister, run  by our Lutheran 

brothers and sisters, who have invited us to join them. 

 

Witnessing in our Community and Beyond 

News from Maumee Valley Presbytery 



A reminder about the HIPAA Privacy Rules 

The church is not informed if you are hospitalized or if you move into a care facility.  Even 

though they may ask your religious preference, they do not call the church.  

So please ask someone to call to let us know. We care about you! 

  
October Birthdays  
 
10/1 -   Betty Hill 
              Jennifer Price 
10/6 -  Melanie Puehler 
10/10 - Emily Stotts 
10/11 - Ann Culver 
10/12 - Pam Reid 
10/15 - Lynn Bishop 
10/17 - Peg  Argiropoulos  
              Christopher Sindel 
10/18 - Joe  McCarthy 
10/20 - Matt Hollo 
10/21 - Jack Lee 

10/22 - Raif Peffley 
10/24 - Sandy Youkers 
10/26 - Linda  Richards 
10/26  - Lora Richards 
10/28 - Mike Price 
10/29  - Sue Price  
                 Jaren Tipton 

  

 
October Anniversaries 
 
10/3 -  Craig  & Lora  
                  Richards 
10/7 -  Judd & Kathryn  
                  McBride 
10/20 - Doug & Bobbie   
                       Brown 

Our sympathies go out to Joan Gearing and family.  Joan’s daughter in law, 
Sharon, wife of Paul, passed away on Sept. 22, 2017.   Services were held on 

Sept. 28, 2017.  Please keep Joan and her family in your prayers. 

         Special Prayers for Our Friends  
Betty Hill                                Glenn Park 

LoisAnn Zimmerman                   Glenn Park 

Joanne Parker                                                                                       Glenn Park 

Leora Myers                                                                               Kingsbury House 

Peg Graham          Kingsbury House 

Betty Seibel                                                                                         The Laurels 

Mary Reeves                                                                               Health Concerns 

Russ Ziegler           Health Concerns 

Joan Gearing           Health Concerns 

Your Session and Boards Report  
 

Many items of interest from session, boards and committees about our life together in the church are 
highlighted in specific announcements in this newsletter.  In this section you can read about other top-
ics being discussed in planning meetings.  If you have any ideas to add, please contact Pastor Lynn or 
any session member.  If you would like to see the official minutes, contact Pam Reid, Clerk.   See next 
page for reports.                                                                                         



 Other Topics of interest from Session and Board meetings 
Session -- Pam Reid, Clerk 
 

 

 
Trustees--Foyle Solether, Moderator, Jean Ziegler, Session liaison  
 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education--Lora Richards, Moderator, Jennifer Bates, Session liaison  
 

 

 

 

. 
Worship/Music—Marsha Karr, Moderator and liaison
 

 

 

Nominating Committee—Chuck Fitzenrider, Beth Sigg, Marsha Karr, Session leaders 
 

Other business
 

 

 

 







PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 


