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A Line from Lynn  

We are a community,  

seeking to be in stride with Christ. 

 November 2017  
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Grace and Peace to you all, 

The Lord has richly blessed this congregation!  We have worked 
hard together and I want to be sure you are up to date on where we 
are in the process of calling your next pastor and a few other areas 
of importance. 
 
Part 1 – Pastor Nominating Committee 

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) was elected and then 

trained in the process of searching for a new pastor.  They have 

been meeting weekly in October and November.  The first step in 

the process for them is to write a Ministry Information Form 

(MIF).  Once this is written and has been presented to session for 

approval (mostly checking information and copy editing), they are 

ready to take it to the Committee on Ministry (COM).  The hope is 

that this will be ready for the November meeting of COM.  When 

the COM has approved it, it is ready to be put onto the PCUSA 

website in the Church Leadership Connection (CLC) section.  The 

CLC will then automatically send “matches” to the PNC for consid-

eration.  This is sort of like an online dating service.  Pastors can 

also self-identify and apply directly to the PNC.                     Con’t 



A Line from Lynn, continued 

Then the PNC begins to read and evaluate the Personal Information Forms (PIF) that they receive.  Most PNCs de-

velop a check list to help with this part of the process. After they have found some PIFs that they are interested in, 

they can set up a time to talk with them. (Usually through Zoom or Skype)  They also contact the Presbyter for Com-

mon Life to do a presbytery to presbytery reference check.  They will also do their own reference checks to help deter-

mine if this would be a good fit. 

Once they have narrowed the field and find a candidate or two that they would like to meet, they may bring them into 

the area where they can go and listen to them preach in a neutral pulpit at another church.  The COM also meets with 

the prospective candidate to evaluate for fit.  If all goes well, they will move on to negotiating the terms of call.  Then 

they would set up a time for them to come and preach at this church after which a congregational meeting would be 

held to approve or disapprove the call. 

This process is a bit like a 3 legged stool – all the legs are necessary!  Leg 1 – the candidate must feel called to serve 

here, Leg 2 – the Presbytery must agree that it seems to be a good fit.  Leg 3 – the congregation must agree. 

All of this work is kept confidential because many times the pastor’s church is not aware that they are looking for a 

new call.  Or, if there is an issue with a background check, it needs to be confidential.  So you may not hear much ex-

cept about where in the process the PNC is.  Right now they are working to complete the MIF and get it on line before 

the end of the month if possible!  I hope this clarifies some of the process for you.  If you have questions, please let 

me know and I will try to answer them. 

Part 2 – Finances and Policies 

Everyone should have received a contribution statement and perhaps a revised statement.  If you have any questions, 

please let Marsha Karr or me know. Marsha has been working hard to learn the Power Church system and get all the 

information entered and posted.  All the bills have been paid and she is getting all of that information into the system 

also.  There has been a bit of a learning curve and I hope you will extend your thanks to her for agreeing to take on 

this task. 

Greg Steyer (CPA), Marsha Karr and Sue King have worked on doing the audit of the 2016 books and Greg is putting 

together recommendations about how we report and share information.  He is also looking at all of our policies and 

procedures and making recommendations on that, also.  Session will meet with him to go over the recommendations 

and work on putting them in place as soon as possible.  When that has happened we will likely be ready to define the 

job for a new office employee. 

Session approved moving ahead with a stewardship campaign and will be putting together the 2018 budget this 

month.  Please watch for the stewardship information.  November 12 will be when we collect pledges in church.  A 

special coffee hour/brunch is planned for that day and we hope you will join us.  There is no program – just a time of 

joyful fellowship. 

Part 3 – Looking ahead 

November will be a busy month with the Thank offering service, budgeting, PNC work, Hanging of the Greens and 

planning for Advent.  Please be sure to mark your calendars for many of the dates you will find in the newsletter. 

In December, there will be congregational meeting on Dec. 3 (the first Sunday in Advent) to elect officers, to thank 

outgoing officers and to affirm the budget if it is complete.  The We Kirk children are working on a presentation for 

Dec. 10, the second Sunday in Advent.  Also that day will be the Christmas dinner – look for details.  The next week, 

Dec. 17 the choir will present their cantata.  I have been lucky to be in my office listening to them rehearse.  It sounds 

lively and challenging and you won’t want to miss it!   The last Sunday in Advent is also Christmas Eve and we will be 

having a service in the morning and also in the evening.  I hope you will plan to come to both. 

Many of our committees are opting not to meet in Dec. unless there is a need, so check in before you make a trip.  

This is a good thing – everyone needs family time!  I know there is much more that I could be sharing but perhaps 

this is already too much! 

My prayers are with all of you as you plan for your holidays! 

Pastor Lynn 

 

 

 



 Let us give thanks



 

 

PW & F Recommendation for Service 
In addition to the  monetary offering that will go to the House of Ruth, the PW&F 
would like to recommend participation in the Defiance County Mentoring Pro-
gram, which is a non profit established in 2015. Currently 16 elementary students 
have a mentor and another 18 are waiting for someone. Adult volunteers are 
matched with a child to establish a supportive relationship and to assist the child 
with reading, school work, and managing life stressors. A one year commitment 
is required with at least one hour every two weeks, usually held during lunch at 
the school. The school obtains parental consent for participation.  Call Ashley 
Sonder at 419 782-0226.    
                     Be the hands and feet of Christ to a child in need.   

It’s incredible when you think about it--thirty years of serving the Defiance area 
through this ministry.  There have been faithful partners all over town--Mercury 
Cleaners, Johns Manville, the Tinora Junior High school, family and friends who 
knit all year long, the Gideons, our ecumenical partners who host a barrel in their 
churches and those who host in their businesses, all the people who donate coats 
year after year. And then there are the saints at First Presbyterian, those who 
hoist pipe wrenches, heave pipes to put up racks, prepare barrels, make calls, cre-
ate posters and pocket cards, donate funds to buy out of season coats, sort and 
launder coats, haul and tend barrels and then haul coats, manage a Fellowship 
Hall bursting with coats, think of a new way to serve by making detergent to give 
away, and then come to serve and encourage and fellowship with those in our 
community who need a coat, hat, scarf. 

May God bless you all--all whom this program has touched,  

now and in the previous 29 years!     

 Numbers in 2017-- 905 coats taken in, 469 coats given away.  
The rest will be donated and well use by another group in NW Ohio. 



 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3:11&version=NIV


A reminder about the HIPAA Privacy Rules 

The church is not informed if you are hospitalized or if you move into a care facility.  Even 

though they may ask your religious preference, they do not call the church.  

So please ask someone to call to let us know. We care about you! 

 November Birthdays  
 
11/3 - Harmony Petersen 
11/4 -  Jill Yenser 
11/7 -  Elaine McBride 
11/11 - Natalie Mansfield 
11/11 - Stephanie Sindel 
 
 

 
 

11/13 - Jennifer Richards 
11/13 - Chloe Smith 
11/18 - Adam Bates 
11/27 - Keith Mansfield 
 

November  
Anniversaries  
11/13 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Bishop 
11/25  
Mr.& Mrs. Paul Brose 
11/29 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe McCarthy 
   

 

 RADA knives, forks, & more are available from the PW & F.   
Your purchase supports the ministries of the women and the products make 

great holiday gifts.   RADA products are in stock or can be ordered.  
Contact Mary Ann Schroeder or Lynn Bishop. 

 Other items for your calendar 



                   Special Prayers for Our Friends  
Betty Hill                                 Glenn Park 

LoisAnn Zimmerman                    Glenn Park 

Joanne Parker                                                                                Glenn Park 

Leora Myers                                                                            Kingsbury House 

Peg Graham           Kingsbury House 

Betty Seibel                                                                            The Laurels 

Russ Ziegler                  The Laurels 

Mary Reeves                                                                            Health Concerns 

Joan Gearing                  Health Concerns 

  

Your Session and Boards Report  
 

Many items of interest from session, boards and committees about our life together in the church are 
highlighted in specific announcements in this newsletter.  In this section you can read about other topics 
being discussed in planning meetings.  If you have any ideas to add, please contact Pastor Lynn or any 
session member.  If you would like to see the official minutes, contact Pam Reid, Clerk.      

Other Topics of interest from Session and Board meetings 
Session -- Pam Reid, Clerk 

  
 

 
 

 
Pastor’s Report --Rev. Lynn Bova 
 

 

.      
   Treasurer’s Report--Marsha Karr 

 Continued next page

                                                          

Thank you to Ann Culver for sponsoring the October newsletter and to Sandy 

and Vic Dunlap for sponsoring November. This enables us to print the newslet-

ter in color. Watch the bulletin board for the sign up sheet for next year! 



 Other Topics of interest from Session and Board meetings, con’t. 
Deacons--Rich Reid, Moderator, Chuck Fitzenrider, Session liaison  

 

Trustees--Foyle Solether, Moderator, Jean Ziegler, Session liaison  

 

 
Christian Education--Lora Richards, Moderator, Jennifer Bates, Session liaison  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Creative Concepts Beth Sigg, Moderator and Session liaison  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship/Music—Marsha Karr, Moderator and liaison
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Nominating Committee—Chuck Fitzenrider, Beth Sigg, Marsha Karr, Session leaders 

 

Other business

 

 On

 

It’s time to order Christmas poinsettias 

If you would like to buy a Christmas poinsettia in memory of someone or 
to honor someone, or just because these flowers look so beautiful in our 
sanctuary, please tear off and fill out this form, return it to the office or 
put in the Sunday collection with payment.  The plants will be available 
to take home after the Christmas Eve worship service.  



PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 


