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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Defiance.    
As you enter this holy space, please enter with reverence respecting those who are preparing for 
worship.  Hearing amplifiers, large print Bibles and Hymnals are available.  Ask one of the ushers 

for assistance. 
  

THE ORDER OF THE LITURGY 
* The Congregation stands if able in body or spirit.   

PRELUDE  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

CHORAL INTROIT                               I Saw The Lord                             
                                               

WE ARE GATHERED BY THE WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  O blessed Trinity, in whom we know he Maker of all things seen and unseen, 
P:  the Savior of all both near and far: 
L:  By your Spirit enable us so to worship your divine majesty, 
P:  that with all the company of heaven 
L:  we may magnify your glorious name, saying: 
Holy, holy, holy. Glory to you, O Lord most high.  Amen. 

*PRAISE CHORUS                Hallelujah! 

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah!  Praise ye the Lord! 
Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah! Praise ye the Lord! 

Praise ye the Lord, hallelujah! Praise ye the Lord, Hallelujah! 
Praise ye the Lord Hallelujah! Praise ye the Lord! 

Bless the Lord, O My Soul 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
And all that is within me bless His holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; Bless the Lord, O my soul;  
And all that is within me bless His holy name. 

MORNING PRAYER 

*HYMN                        How Great Thou Art                                                     483 

*CALL TO CONFESSION    



 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of grace, love and communion, we confess that we have failed to love you 
with all our heart, soul and mind; and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
We ignore your commandments, stray from your way, and follow other gods. 
Have mercy on us. Forgive our sin and raise us to new life that we may serve you   
faithfully and give honor to your holy name.  Amen. 
 

*SILENT CONFESSION 
 

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE AND PARDON 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
     L:  Because we receive Christ’s forgiveness and peace, 
          let us share that peace with one another. 
     L:  Peace be with you. 
     P:  And also with you. 

RESPONSE            Glory Be to the Father 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED TO US 

THE STORY                                                    Trinity           

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                          Psalm 29 (NRSV) 

     L:  The word of the Lord! 
     P:  Thanks be to God. 

MESSAGE IN SONG                           You Alone Are God 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                        John 3:1-17 

     L:  The word of the Lord! 
     P:  Thanks be to God 

SERMON                             Out of The Darkness and Into The Light 

*HYMN                                               Sweet, Sweet Spirit                                                     334 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sin, sin against us) 



 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY 

*DOXOLOGY 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

WE CARRY THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

*HYMN                                                To God Be the Glory                                                          634 
 

*CHARGE 
 
 .  

*BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE 
 

Liturgy resources used: 
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion.  Copyright 2013 
Reprinted by permission from Book of Common Worship, ©1993 Westminster John Knox Press 

 
 

Thank you for your service! 
Pastor - Lynn Bova                          WeKirk – Kristal Alford & Jenni Price 
Organist – Martie Kindinger                              Power Point – Brysen Bigley 
Choir Director - Vern Kindinger  Bell Choir Director – Karen Straley 
Liturgist – Jean Ziegler                                       New Wineskins Band 
Ushers – Marilyn Smith’s team  Sound Tech – Mike Winners 
Child Care - Andrea Zimmerman   

PRAYER CONCERNS 
  

Betty Hill               Glenn Park 
LoisAnn Zimmerman                      Glenn Park    
Joanne Parker                                                                                                                           Glenn Park 
Alton Myers               Glenn Park 
Peg Graham                              Kingsbury House 
Betty Seibel                            The Laurels 
Joan Gearing                                                                                                                      Health Concerns 
Sheron Lee                   Health Concerns 
Home Centered Member of the Week – Betty Seibel 



 

Mission Partner of the Week - The dangers of ‘groupthink’.  
It’s all too easy to drown out God’s voice when we seek consensus - 
1 Samuel 8:4–20 is a lectionary text for June 10, the Sunday before the start of General 
Assembly. 

     One of our core beliefs as Presbyterians is that the more people involved in a decision, 
the more likely we are to figure out where God is leading us. That’s why so many teaching 
elders and ruling elders are attending General Assembly. It’s also why Presbyterians spend 
so much time in meetings. We believe that many cooks only make the broth tastier. 
Unfortunately, it doesn’t always work out the way our core beliefs assume it will. Give a 
silent nod if you’ve ever left a meeting where everyone, including you, quickly came to a 
decision that seemed so right — only upon later reflection to realize that it was far from 
God’s choice. When you look back on it, you realize that everyone was more concerned 
about getting along with each other, so no one offered much analysis or critical feedback. 
When you later touch base with others on the committee, you all agree that for some 
reason, no one put forward any doubts, disagreements, or judgment, or thought very clearly 
about the ramifications of what was going to happen. 
     Social scientists call this “groupthink” — the practice of thinking or making decisions as a 
group in a way that discourages creativity or individual responsibility. They’ve been 
studying groupthink as a modern phenomenon since a Yale University psychologist wrote a 
seminal text in 1972. But groupthink is older than that. It has been going on for at least 
3,000 years, as we see in 1 Samuel 8:4–20. 
     The passage is set during the time of the judges, before any king has reigned over Israel. 
Samuel’s sons have perverted justice, so the elders of Israel begin looking at how the people 
around them are governed. Collectively, they cry out for a king. The passage reports no 
critical reflection, no analysis or critical feedback. They’re all in agreement: Give us a king! 
God feels their rejection, however, and calls on Samuel to warn them about how a king will 
treat them. 
     God gives Samuel a full-throated rebuttal to their desire for a king: A king will take your 
sons and your daughters and make them work their fingers to the bone for him. He’ll take 
the best of your fields. He’ll take 10 percent of your best possessions. And then, you’ll be his 
slaves. 
     But groupthink reigns. “No! We’re determined to have a king!” In a voice filled with 
resignation, God says to Samuel, “Listen to their voice, and set a king over them.” 
We see in this passage one of the worst fallouts of groupthink — the drowned-out voice. 
Social scientists say that in the face of so much exuberance for one point of view, a single 
individual with a dissenting perspective is rarely able to change others’ minds, no matter 
how thoughtful that individual may be. 
     Other research shows, of course, that individuals with less power within the system (such 
as people of a less prevalent ethnicity or theological perspective, those of less education or 
wealth, or newcomers) are more likely to be drowned out as well. 



 

     It is particularly problematic in this case, because the drowned-out voice is God’s, 
speaking through Samuel. The problem hits close to home when we stop to think that the 
groupthink phenomenon present in this passage can also happen in our meetings today, 
with God’s voice being drowned out. 
     While we believe that the more people are involved in a meeting, the more likely we are 
to hear God’s voice, we also believe in total depravity — the fact that our sinfulness comes 
into play in every aspect of our lives. Even (especially?) at our meetings, where groupthink 
can drown out God’s voice. 
     Listening for and amplifying the still, small voice, amid the ever-more-enthusiastic 
assertions emanating from the groupthink cloud, is a spiritual discipline critical for our 
time. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS ABOUT OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

WELCOME ELDER DIANE ADAMS –  as she fills our pulpit today. Diane is a retired high 
school teacher who taught in Monroe, MI, Boca Raton, FL and Louisville, KY. She is a 
graduate of Adrian College, Eastern Michigan University and Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. Diane resides in Monroe, MI with her daughter and four pets.  

CONGRATULATIONS – to Eli Noggle, son of Debbie and Jeff, grandson of Joel and Sandy 
Youkers, who will graduate from Northside High School, Ft. Wayne IN and Jeff Noggle, 
husband of Debbie and son in law of Joel and Sandy, who graduated from Trine 
University with a degree in engineering. 

MAY WORK DAYS ON THURSDAYS HAVE STARTED – Anyone who would like to help 
with any kind of spruce up of the church, please come on Thursday 
nights at 5:30 pm. There will be all kinds of options from very  
easy to physically more demanding, rain or shine.  If you   
have questions, contact Foyle Solether. WE ARE THE CHURCH!   

BOY’S NIGHT OUT – Friday, June 1st. Meet at the church at 4 pm for an evening of 
rocketry, vintage cars and survival cooking. This is open to all boys and men of the 
church and will take place at the Foyle Solether’s workshop and the Florke International 
Launch Center. It will be a great night of fellowship and adventure, as we look at the 
works of God, the great engineer! PLEASE RSVP ASAP to Rich Reid. 

SUMMER – is fast approaching. We will be moving upstairs to the chapel beginning 

Sunday, June 3rd with service beginning at 9:30. 

A NEW OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT THE MISSION TRIP – We just found out that the 

group at AMEN house is collecting kids’ NEW art supplies as part of their summer 

outreach program. If you would like to donate something, please put it in the box on the 



 

table in the east entrance no later than June 6th. We’d love to take a nice donation for 

this outreach project. Thank You! 

FAMILY FUN FEST – The 4th annual ecumenical Family Fun Fest will be held this year in 

conjunction with the Defiance Riverfest on Friday night, June 22, 

from 5 to 8 pm at Pontiac Park. The deacons and the youth group 

are sponsoring our part in this mission outreach to the community, 

which provides a safe and fun family event, along with a Christian message. RAVENS 

CARE also uses this event to get information into the hands of those who might need it. 

Please support this by VOLUNTEERING to work a game shift. Contact Rich Reid or say 

YES when he asks you! Thank you. YOU are a blessing to others! 

PW&F – is collecting the pads of paper that often come with fund raising appeals. They 
will be donated to Defiance Elementary School. Any paper is fine unless it has your 
address printed on it. Please bring these to Mary Ann. 

EACH YEAR AT CHRISTMAS - we reach out to the community and share our plenty with 
families in need. This year the Deacons have been discussing how we could extend this 
assistance to beyond just the holiday season. As 
we have done in the past, we are asking 
members of our church to share food with these 
families again during the summer months.  We 
are looking for the same kinds of donations of 
food items that would make a meal such as; 
pastas, soups, P-B & J, rice mixes, Mac & Cheese, 
canned fruit and/or vegetables, pancake or 
muffin mixes, oatmeal or other breakfast 
cereals.  Nonfood items would work as well like; 
dish, hand or laundry soap, bleach, and paper 
products.  
We would like to collect these food items in 
June and then distribute them the second week of July.  We invite you to joyously and 
generously participate in this out reach of our church. May God bless.  

Attendance Last Sunday – 36 

Look for us on the web at: 1 presby.com  
Facebook at First Presbyterian Church of Defiance  

 
 

 

Staples from the Stable 
Revisited 

http://www.ottawapresby.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday—05/27/18   

                10:15 am                Worship in the Sanctuary 
 
Monday –05/28                    Memorial Day         
    
Tuesday – 05/29 
                   9:00 – 12:00        Group Meetings 
                   6:00 – 8:00 pm   Taekwondo – Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesday – 05/30  
                 12:00 pm   AA - room 108     
                   6:45 pm   Adult Choir 
                   8:00 pm   Bells 
                   8:30 pm   New Wineskins 
                     
Thursday – 05/31 
                 5:30    Work Night   

 6:00 – 8:00 pm      Taekwondo – Fellowship Hall 
 
Friday – 06/01 
                12:00 pm   AA – room 304 
                  7:30 pm   AA – room 108 
 
Saturday – 06/02 
 
Sunday – 06/03 
                 9:30 am                   Worship in The Chapel and Communion 
  
Ushers – Marsha Karr’s team PowerPoint – Brysen Bigley 
Liturgist –  Marsha Karr  Sound Tech –  Pam Reid 
 


