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A Line from Lynn  

We are a community,  

seeking to be in stride with Christ. 

March 2018   
NEWSLETTER 

Edition 203 

Grace and Peace to you in this season of Lent!   

March holds the promise of spring and of new life!  But first, we must 

attend to Holy Week – Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday before we 

get to Easter.   

This year for Maundy Thursday (March 29) we will gather in Fellow-

ship Hall for an Agape Meal or Love Feast.  This meal is intended to be 

similar to one where Jesus would have participated (except we will not 

be sitting on the floor).  Everyone is encouraged to bring finger foods 

to share – nothing that requires silverware and please no sweets, but 

you will not be turned away if you don’t bring something!  There will be 

plenty and no one will go hungry.  Deacons will also be providing soup 

and bread and some more traditional items to share.   

This will also serve as our worship service and we will be partaking of 

communion around the tables.  The choir will be singing a piece and 

helping us with the other music as needed.  We will be doing things a 

bit differently than we are used to.  We will be washing each others’ 

hands, sharing bitter herbs and salt, lighting candles, and serving one 

another communion at table.  I will be encouraging you to sit with 

someone you do not know well and to help with our youngest ones.  

This promises to be a memorable evening.   

 



 

  

In other news – I am so thrilled at the way you came together to support Alton Myers 
when his sister died and he was ill.  Your care and consideration of his feelings was 
evident and helped him get through a difficult time.  This is what living in Covenant 
Community is all about!  I know Alton is thankful, as am I.  Please consider dropping 
him a note while he is continuing to recover. 
Easter Sunday we will gather in the Sanctuary for a joy filled service with communion. 
And the following week we join together in “Holy Humor” in the Chapel!  Both of 
these services should be filled with the sound of all of us living as resurrected people!   
A special thank you from the staff is in order.  The internet is up and running and the 
new computers are helping us do our ministry more effectively.  In case you missed it, 
Lou Ann Begley’s email is office@1presby.com.  If you have announcements for the 
newsletter or calendar they should go to that address or you can call her on Tues., 
Wed., or Fri. between 10 and 3 most weeks.   
Thank you to everyone who has been working hard to make things happen at First 
Presby!  If you have questions or comments, please call Pastor Lynn or any session 
member.  We are better together! 
Blessings, 

Pastor Lynn 

I recently had the opportunity to attend the APCE (Association of Presbyterian 
Church Educators) national gathering in Louisville Kentucky. This was only possible with 
the assistance of all of you from the church and I would like to take this time to say thank 
you and tell you a little more about what happened at the event. The gathering was a great 
learning experience for me. I got the chance to meet many new people and connect with oth-
ers who are also working with the children in their congregations. 

 
APCE started out for me with a wonderful worship by J Herbert Nelson. He preached 

on teaching children hospitality. He exclaimed that it was our (leaders) responsibility to 
teach the children how to have boundless hospitality. J Herbert also made the avid point 
that humanity is in a deficit and with out teaching the children WHY we do things nothing 
will change. We must teach our children LOVE, to play not to bully, kind words not hateful 
ones, raise up not bring down. The children need to learn when they have hate placed upon 
them they should turn the other cheek and give back the kindness and love that Jesus 
showed everyone. We need to LIVE God’s righteousness and glory. His final point was that 
we need to DWELL with God, just as they did in the bible.  

 
From there I attended the Union Presbyterian seminary luncheon with Pastor Lynn. 

She introduced me to the staff and leaders of the school to help me finish my degree and 
continue on to earn my masters in Christian Education. The lunch was a spectacular oppor-
tunity for me and I am looking forward to the next adventure with this seminary.  
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Feature Story, continued 
 

Then the workshops began, I circled my workshops around how to better teach 
the children.  I attended one all about how to use children’s literature to teach different 
emotions like friendship, hospitality, and love for each other.  Another workshop I at-
tended that day was all about how to develop and run a chapel program for the kids. I 
have already begun to implement this into the Wednesday evenings of our program-
ming. We have begun meeting at 6:15 in the chapel for this Lenten season. We have all 
the main points of worship in our short time together in the chapel. The children are 
learning how to act and what to do while in worship.  

The following day I attended two more workshops all about how to incorporate 
the children in the service in a way they will enjoy. I learned about God rods, prayer 
banners, freeze frame scripture, and drumming with Jesus. All of these are different 
ways to add our children into our regular Sunday services. I also learned new ways to 
tell and reflect on the Godly play stories that we already tell each week. One of the work-
shops I attended was all about how to implement programming that will bring in more 
children to our church family and help to grow the church one child at a time. Each 
child brings along at least one adult who we can also get involved in the church life. The 
workshop talked about how to bring in kids and then how to get their parents to stay as 
well. My final workshop to close out my event was about the language of welcome.  Not 
only do we have to bring in the people to the church but once they visit they must feel 
welcomed by ALL. The last part is the most important. Everyone in the church has the 
responsibility to make each and every guest feel welcomed and wanted in the church.  

The final worship was again with J Herbert Nelson. He spoke about love and hos-
pitality for all people. His final statement was a commissioning for us all to go out and 
do as Jesus did. He served up communion for all of us in attendance and blessed not 
only the bread and the cup but each and everyone in the room to go and DO. 

I met and made connections all over the states.  I have people to turn to when I 
have questions. I have resources to use in the form of other leaders, creators, and teach-
ers of the young children in our churches. Thank you again to all of you who made this 
trip possible for me. I appreciate the opportunity and am actively working to build a 
better future with our current children and hopefully new ones we can bring in with the 
wonderful ideas and plans I have been working to create.     
    

         God Bless,  
          Kristal Alford  

March Birthdays     April Birthdays                                          

 

4—Jeremy Smith 

27—Michelle Marshall     6—Wilma Sponsler 

28—Vern Kindinger     7—Martie Kindinger 

29—Marlee Clay      9– Jo Parker 

30– Bob Fitzenrider    13—Floyd Culver 

30—Foyle Solether     14- Kaycie McBride

       14– Kathy Schubert

     



 
New office hours - The office hours are now Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 10:00 to 3:00.  You may send information for the bulletin and newsletter to 
ofice@1presby.com.  Leave a message if Lou Ann is not  in and she’ll call you back asap. 
 
Contribution envelopes 
If you requested envelopes, they are in the East Entrance.  You will need to put your name 
on them each time you use them.  If you find that you have too many or not enough,  
please let Marsha Karr know and she can adjust as necessary.   
 
Per Capita 
Thank you to all of you who have already paid your share of $32.00.  By contributing your 
portion of per capita, you have freed up dollars in our regular budget for the work of our 
congregation.  Your per capita offering can be paid at any time.   
 
The Youth Group Says Thank You! 
It was with your help that we raised $2484.50 to support the summer mission trip to 
AMEN (A Ministry Embracing the Neighborhood) at Oak Hill Presbyterian Church in  
St. Louis. There are still spots available on this Mission trip. See the Reids if you are  
interested in getting more information. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing, stewardship note 
During Lent the Presbyterian Church (USA) participates in the One Great Hour of Sharing 
a special offering, typically dedicated on Palm Sunday or Easter. Our church joins 
churches from several other denominations across the nation in taking up this extra  
financial support. Each denomination has committed their share of the One Great Hour of 
Sharing resources to projects and missions. In the PCUSA, the funds are divided  
between projects and missions under 2 ministries: Self—Development of People, Presbyte-
rian Disaster Assistance and the Presbyterian Hunger Program. We make fish banks avail-
able for families to use during Lent. Bulletin inserts and Minutes for Mission highlights 
some of the great work done with this special funding. Information is also available at 
pcusa.org. We will “catch” the fish banks in a net on Palm Sunday.   You can also bring 
them to worship on Easter. 
 
Bibles and Bacon   
There will be no Bibles and Bacon on Easter Sunday.  See you for our last gathering of the 
year on May 6, 2018.  
 
Preaching 101   
Maumee Valley Presbytery is again sponsoring and leading a cohort class in the art of 
preaching.  This class includes about 6 Saturdays and covers everything one needs to know 
to get started sharing sermons on Sunday. You will have the chance to write and practice 
sermons and you will get gentle and constructive support from your cohort and mentors.  
The first meeting will be held on April 21 at a place to be determined.  if you are interested, 
see Pastor Lynn or Pam Reid and we’ll get you registered.  
 
Holy Humor Sunday-- Sunday, April 8 in the Chapel 
The band will be playing and we will have a joyous time experiencing the humor found in 
the Bible!   
 



Friends in Faith 
We will meet on April 11 at 6:15 in the Westminster Room.  This is the last meeting for this 
season. 
 
Come to a special Wednesday night dinner and program on Aptil 18 at 5:30 
ESTHER WAKEMAN will join us for dinner on April 18th and share some of the work 
that God is doing through her mission at Payap University in Thailand.  Please spread the 
word so others may join us to hear her stories.  The dinner will be Thai themed and will be 
a fun experience, too. 
 
Consider Camp this summer at Kirkmont 
The $40 Early-Bird discount has been extended through Monday, April 11. You may regis-
ter on line www.kirkmontcenter,com. If you have questions you may call the Kirkmont 
Center @ 937-593-2141. Kristal and the Reids will have additional information also.  Kirk-
mont has camps for all ages and many different interests.  There are family camps too.  
Check out this opportunity to share in God’s world together. 
 
You are invited to celebrate with Paul and Ruth Fitzenrider on April 21 from 2 
- 4 in Fellowship Hall 
The children of Paul and Ruth Fitzenrider happily announce their parents 70th Wedding 
Anniversary. Paul and Ruth were married on April 17, 1948 at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Goloconda, Illinois. They have been blessed with five children; David 
(deceased), Chuck, Phil (Barb), Patrick (deceased) and Jane (Jeff) Barber, twelve grand-
children and nine great grandchildren. Please join us for an Open House on April 21, 2018 
from 2-4 pm in the church dining room. Your presence will be the best gift.  

 

Flowers have been donated in honor or in memory of the following 
 
Given in memory of Loved Ones by Mike and Jeanne Peffley 
Given in memory of Loved Ones by Marilyn Smith 
Given in memory of Charles & Finni Rose by Sigrid Emerling 
Given in memory of Mr. & Mrs. PJ Smith by Sandy & Joel Youkers 
Given in memory of Mr. & Mrs. HA Youkers by Sandy & Joel Youkers 
Given in memory of David & Patrick Fitzenrider by Paul & Ruth Fitzenrider 
Given in memory of Patrick & David Fitzenrider by Jane & Jeff Barber 
Given in memory of James Barber & Andrew Van Cleef by Jane & Jeff Barber 
Given in memory of Russ & David Black by Donna Black 
Given in honor of Clarke & Jean Newman by Sigrid Emerling 
Given in honor of First Presbyterian Church by Pastor Lynn 
 
Thank you for beautifying our church to the glory of God  
and in  honor of these loved ones. 
 

 

Easter Flowers 

http://www.kirkmontcenter,com


 

 

 

Special Prayers for Our Friends  

Thank you to Karen Straley for sponsoring the March newsletter. 

And Jean Ziegler for sponsoring the April newsletter.   

This enables us to print the newsletter in color.  

There are a few more months open.  Sign up on the bulletin board if you’d like to 

support this ministry. 

THANK YOU for your GIFT of HOSPITALITY                                                                                                                  

A reminder about the HIPAA Privacy Rules 

The church is not informed if you are hospitalized or if you move into a care facility.   
Even though they may ask your religious preference, they do not call the church.  

So please ask someone to call to let us know. We care about you! 
 

 

Clerk’s Report, Pam Reid 
Rev. Lynn Bova presided at communion on Feb. 4 and 18, 2018.  Worship was cancelled on 

Sunday, February 11 because of the ice storm that hit during the preceding night. Lynn sent 

out morning devotionals that we could all do at home. The congregational meeting was post-

poned one week and was held on February 18.       

Betty Hill                                               Glenn Park 
LoisAnn Zimmerman                           Glenn Park 
Joanne Parker                                                                                              Glenn Park 
Peg Graham                  Kingsbury House 
Alton Myers                        The Laurels 
Betty Seibel                                                                                             The Laurels 
Sheron Lee                                                                                          Health Concerns        
Joan Gearing              Health Concerns 

Your Session and Boards Report  



Six members will reach the 50 year mark in 2018.  Pastor Lynn and Pam Reid will select a date to celebrate 

during worship.  Honorees are Keith and Natalie Mansfield  are part of the Highland Church merger.  Other 

50 year members are Linda Brose, Sandy Dunlap and Sue Price.  We will also honor Leora Myers, who re-

cently passed away. 

Email votes by Session were affirmed. 
Vote on January 31-- to joyfully authorize Curtis Richards and Cara Bolley to use the church on Dec. 2, 

2018, a Sunday, for their 4 p.m. wedding 
Vote on February 21—to buy the parts/labor to fix the elevator. ($2060.55 by Specialty Entrance Tech-

nologies of Urbana, IN.)  There have been issues with the pneumatic door on the lower level.    
The 2017 Statistical report was digitally submitted to PCUSA.                                                                                                                                                      
Foyle Solether agreed to become part of the Session Class of 2018 (to serve a one year term) in order to even 
out the number of members to four elected each year.                                                                                                                                 
The newsletter will go out the second week of the month since the regular session meeting is held on the 
fourth Thursday.  The will allow time to add communications that come out of that meeting. 
 
Pastor’s Report, Rev. Lynn Bova                                                                                                                                                               
Lynn presented another month full of ministry.  The highlight was attendance with Kristal Alford, WeKirk Di-
rector, at the APCE (Christian Educator’s conference) in Louisville.  Kristal was able to network with other 
Christian Educators in our Presbytery.   Special thanks was extended to Lynn for the morning devotional that 
she blasted on the day we were cancelled, and for the creative use of devotional materials, Lent in a Bag, intro-
duced during the Ash Wednesday worship service, which was well attended (43 people) 
 
Treasurer’s Report, Marsha Karr 
Marsha shared more detail about how the pastor’s salary was budgeted for 2018.   Estimates are based on 
Lynn’s salary before and after her move to ¼ time and anticipating 6 months of a full time pastor.  
She also noted that there is unpledged money given to the church.  Monies paid on pledges from a previous 
year will be noted as such but will support current year needs.   
 
Board Reports 
Property, Foyle Solether, liaison   
Foyle will find volunteers to open and close the building.  Liturgists may volunteer to cover this as well.    
Rich Reid and Mike Peffley will move the mailboxes from the conference room to the space outside the office 
door.   
Chuck has been dealing with the elevator repair.  There will also be about $1500 needed to fix leaks in the 
building. He will send out an email when he has more details. 
There was discussion about what to do with the Ensign house. It could be razed, sold, continued to be rented 
or used eventually for a place to house mission teams if we decide to start hosting work groups for Defiance.  
For now we will proceed with quotes for two projects--Beth will get a bathroom remodel quote and Foyle for 
paint or siding. 
The parking lot will need to be sealed and striped.  Foyle will get quotes.    
The Lady Bears will buy garbage bags.  Rich Reid will let Jeanne know she does not have to buy them any-
more. 
The south sidewalk is not being cleared of snow.  Someone will talk to our contractor, Jerry Gerken, about this 
to confirm that this is part of the job.    
The sign in the front yard has been repaired by Rich Reid.  The sign, erected in 1994, has lasted for almost 25 
years and is still structurally sound.  The front face board is delaminating and will need attention.  It can be 
refaced and trimmed and will require all new lettering.  There is a better paint option available now too, so 
maybe the next version can last even longer.  There are still thoughts about putting up a sign on the corner of 
Hopkins and Washington.    
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Finance,  Nancy Meyer, liaison 
Nancy will work with Marsha and Lou Ann to continue to fine tune financial procedure.  There will need 
to be a financial review of 2017, and this can be done using the procedures recommended by Greg Steyer, 
when he worked with Sue King and Marsha Karr on the audit.  Sue King and Jim Straley will serve with 
Nancy on the finance committee. 
 
Deacons, Chuck Fitzenrider, liaison 
Seventy two children’s coats have been purchased at end of year sales and at Goodwill.  They are covered 
and stored in the storage room on the third floor.  PW&F has generously agreed to cover the cost of the 
purchases. ($353.50)  The coats ended up averaging just a little over $7 each.    
The youth group packaged up the treats for the college students and military personnel at their meeting 
on Feb 7th.  The items donated by the church were divided up and supplemented with some one dollar 
bills for fun money.  Thank you texts have been received from quite a few of the recipients.   
The deacons will take over the Family Fun Fest preparations as mission outreach.  This will be held on 
June 22 during the Defiance Riverfest.  Rich and Pam Reid will attend planning meetings.  
The deacons will attend the next Creative Concepts meeting to see how some fellowship responsibilities 
will be managed.   
The Maundy Thursday Agape Meal and worship service is set for Thursday, March 29th.  Jeanne Peffley 
and Rich Reid met with Rev. Lynn to plan and Pam Retcher researched authentic menu ideas.   This will 
be a powerful worship experience.  Participants will be asked to bring a plate of finger foods (no sweets 
and no silverware) –specific directions will come later. The service will focus on the Lord’s Supper and 
the sharing of God’s love as symbolized in the sharing of the meal. A free will offering will be used to sup-
plement the in house mission fund, which has fallen below the $1000 threshold.  
The deacons are considering revisiting the Staples from the Stable families with another food basket dur-
ing the summer months when the children are out of school.    
Deacons are discussing new ideas to reach out and make consistent contact with church members.  An ‘In 
Touch Team’ will be forming and anyone with a heart for this kind of service will be invited to participate.     
Coats for Christmas 2018 distribution dates are set for Saturday and Sunday, November 17 &18.  Sunday 
Nov. 18 will be the Thank Offering worship service and it will also be the day for hanging the greens after 
worship and before Coats.  Deacons will plan a lunch meal for the small group who will be staying for all 
the events of the day.  
The deacons thanked Rev. Lynn Bova for all of her support and leadership to the deacons as she transi-
tions to fewer hours at church. 
 
 Christian Education, Craig Richards, liaison   
Kristal is interested in getting us involved this summer in the Defiance Community Vacation Bible 
School.  She would like to offer something for the preschool children and will contact Julie Saseen from 
St. Paul Lutheran.   
Rev. Lynn and Kristal attended a seminar in Louisville for Christian educators offered by the Association 
of Presbyterian Church Educators.  Kristal will be sharing more about this experience.  
A laptop will be available to Kristal as WeKirk Director.  She will work on curating worship materials for 
families as well. 
Calendar items include Bibles and Bacon on March 4, Youth Group GLOW night in Fellowship Hall on 
March 7, Friends in Faith March 14,  Adam and Shannan will lead youth group on March 21 while the 
Reids are in Germany, Agape meal and Maundy Thursday worship on March 29, Esther Wakeman to 
speak on April 18. 
Youth group and WeKirk have welcomed some new members recently.  
 
Worship/Music – Marsha Karr, liaison 
Pastor Lynn provided a take home devotional on Ash Wednesday called Lent in a Bag. 
She will order the Palms for Palm Sunday. Easter worship will be held in the sanctuary and we will move 
upstairs on April 8th for Holy Humor Sunday.  The praise band will switch dates to play that day.    
We will again ask the congregation to bring flowers for Easter. More information is in the newsletter. 
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Creative Concepts/Fellowship—Jean Ziegler, liaison 
The group will meet on Tuesday, March 13 to formulate a plan of action.  There is room in this group 
for lots of ideas and people who love fellowship and all it entails.  The meeting will be at Northwest Real 
Estate Services at 618 S. Clinton (Beth Sigg’s place) at 5:30 pm. 
 
Personnel, Beth Sigg, liaison 
Lou Ann Begley will be working 15 hours a week.   We will set hours with her for three days a week at 5 
hours a day (10-3), with the understanding that there will be times when these hours will need to be 
flexible, if there is a funeral, for example.  We will take down the hours posted on the door.   
 
Ministries of the Larger Church 
The meeting of the Maumee Valley Presbytery on Feb. 20 in Tiffin was a wonderful celebration of Rev. 
Susan Meier’s ministry and the transition to Rev. Lynn Bova serving as the Temporary Interim Presby-
ter of Common Life. Beer and Hymns at the Black Cloister in Toledo will be held on Feb. 25th. 
A new preaching class will start April 21 and will be located in the most convenient location for the par-
ticipants.  The Presbytery is working on a restructuring plan to meet the needs of the churches in the 
best way.  Four areas of concentration are being discussed.  They are Mission (Salt and Light, trans-
forming lives), Spiritual Leadership (visionary leadership for the 21st century), Covenant Community 
(Discipleship) and Administration.  
The Maumee Valley Grace Collingwood partnership passed out pins to members of churches who are 
supporting this urban ministry.  Elder /deacon training will be held at First Presbyterian Church in Per-
rysburg on Feb. 24 from 9 am to 1 pm.  Beth Sigg and Pastor Lynn will attend. 
 
Other Business 
Stan Yoder will file the Certificate of Continuing Existence, which must be updated every five years.   
The Manual of Operations is also in progress.  Every committee and group should be writing up proce-
dures and policies to turn in to Pam Reid, Clerk, by April 9.   
Esther Wakeman, our missionary to Thailand, will speak on a Wednesday night, April 18.   
The new computers are being installed and Spectrum  is installing new internet service. 
Pam and Marsha will meet in the summer to do a member roll analysis.   
Lynn bought the Book of Confessions and The Welcoming Congregation, Roots and Fruits of Christian 
Hospitality by Henry G. Brinton for elder’s use. 
We discussed how to serve communion in both settings, by intinction in the chapel and by passing the 
elements in the sanctuary.  Concerns about communion were shared.  Elders have been using hand 
sanitizer before coming forward, but will now sanitize in front of the congregation.  The idea of having 
the elder offer a piece of bread is partly to provide a piece large enough so that no one will dip their fin-
gers in the juice, but instead will dip just a small corner of the bread.  Marsha will buy some hand sani-
tizer pump bottles for communion and to put at various places around the church for general use as 
well.   
We will have a neutral pulpit on March 4 and the candidate will preside at communion.  Pastor Lynn 
asked if we are willing to host another neutral pulpit in March.  Session agreed, requested March 18 and 
Lynn will preside at communion if the candidate is not able to do so. Hosting these neutral pulpits is a 
way we can help out other churches.  We will be in need of this in our pastor search as well.  Our PNC is 
working hard.  Pastor Lynn announced that, in her position as Interim Presbyter for Common Life, she 
has recused herself from checking potential pastor references for us, so that there is no conflict of inter-
est.  Dean McGormley will handle this for our church. 
 Chuck reported that the taekwondo classes meet from 6 to 8 pm (rather than 7:30) and that they are so 
happy with the space. 
Session will meet on March 22 at 6 pm.  Pam Reid will be absent and will need a substitute clerk. Nancy 
Meyer, liturgist for March, will lead devotions.  Foyle is opening and closing the church, except for the 
first week in March, when Nancy Meyer will do it.   
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PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 


