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A Line from Lynn: 
 

We “Spring Forward” on March 13.  That makes me 
think -  I am ready for spring so please hurry God!   
We have had a mild winter and I am thankful for that 
but I have a friend who shared her perspective on 
snow a while back.  She likes it because it can be so 
much brighter during the daylight hours and reflects 
so much light.  I prefer longer days filled with  
sunshine and warmth but I did have to agree that 
snow does offer much reflected light. My husband tells 
our family that when the snow begins to look dirty, 
God sends a little more just to freshen it up – perhaps 
to give us a little more reflected light?  But the reality 
is that I am ready to begin to see the new growth of 
spring.  (continued on page 2) 
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But we are in the season of Lent.  Many see this as a time of darkness and 
sadness.  The Sailboat Church Lenten study is under way and I am  
enjoying the idea that many of us are reading the same scriptures and 
praying for one another even when we are apart during the week.  Journey, 
light and water have always been popular metaphors in the church but 
now we get to imagine putting them together.  Sailing into a new future 
filled with Christ’s light.  I have been imagining that God is the captain; the 
Holy Spirit is the wind in our sails so perhaps Jesus is the navigator – the 
one who is steering us in new ways – especially at night or in times of 
darkness.  
 

I am not a sailor although I have been sailing on a number of occasions 
and on different sized boats.  The experiences have all been different.  I am 
wondering if any of you have sailing stories that you would like to share.  
They could be actual sailing stories or they could be stories about where 
you have seen the Holy Spirit filling your sails and moving you forward. I 
wonder if any of you have been imagining new things or ideas as you read. 
Or maybe you have written a prayer that you could share.  It would be 
wonderful to use some of our prayers in worship or in the newsletter or 
some other place.   

 

We are entering the last few weeks of Lent and then we will be rejoicing 
that Easter has come and that the resurrection is real and in our midst.   
On Palm Sunday we will begin with a palm procession and participate in 
communion. We will also have a Maundy Thursday Worship service with 
communion. On Good Friday we will participate with the some of the  
other churches in Defiance at St Paul’s Lutheran at 12:00, 1:00, and 2:00 
pm. Please plan to attend.    
 

Looking ahead to the first week in April I want to encourage you to be in 
worship that Sunday.  We will be celebrating Holy Humor Sunday and it 
will be a lively occasion as we continue to celebrate Easter.  We will also be 
gathering as a congregation that day to begin a conversation about the  

vision and mission of this church.  We need as many voices there as  

possible!  Please plan to attend.  You will be hearing more about this soon!   

  

Blessings,  

Pastor Lynn 
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Sailboat Church - forming small groups to read and discuss the book  
during Lent.  I will be available at noon and 4:30 on Wednesday's if you 
are interested in forming a group.  The New Wineskins are studying at 
8 on Wednesday evenings and I believe AGO will also be reading and  
discussing the book.  If you are interested in starting a group at another 
time, please just gather anyone interested.  The goal is that many of us will 
be studying together.  There are only about a few books left so please be 
sure to pick up your copy today following worship.  Cost is $9 but there are 
a few copies for those who might be a little short this month. I am very  
excited to be studying this book with the entire church.   
 
Preaching Schedule  

March 6 - Raising the Sails - Chapter 7 
March 13 - The Spinnaker, A Surrender to Hope Chapter 8 
March 20 - A Storm, She is a Brewin' Chapter 9 
March 27 - Fair WInds and Following Seas - Chapter 10 & Conclusion 
 
Discussion Schedule 
March 2 - Ch. 5&6 
March 9 - Chapter 7&8 
March 16 - Ch. 9&10 & conclusion  
 
Because there are no meetings on March 23, we will read ahead of the 
preaching schedule so we can discuss all the chapters 
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Food Pantry items for March – health and beauty items  
 

 

 
Wednesday night dinners  
$5.50 for adults, $3 for children,  
$15 for families.  We will be trying some  
different options also until we can secure 
a new caterer. 
 
March    April 
2 - Trustees   6 - Deacons 
9 - PW group 2   13 - PW Group 2 
16 - PW group 1   20 - Trustees 
23 - NO MEAL   27 - Choir/Youth clean up 
30 - Session 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Youth Group says a heartfelt thanks to you all for the wonderful 

support at the spaghetti dinner and carnation/cupcake auction.  Thanks 

to your generosity, we have $2502 in the fund to support opportunities 

this summer to grow in faith and understanding in our walk with 

Christ.  We are so grateful.  And thanks also to our parents and all who 

donated parts of the meal and helped with the clean up! 

 

 
Need a Ride?? 
The Session would like to know if you could use a ride!   Don't want to 
drive in the dark after 
a Wednesday night meeting?  Concerned about the  
weather?  Your parents aren't available to get you to church or youth 
group? We'd like to hear from you!  Call or text Beth Sigg at  
419-980-8245, or email her at beth@nwres.net and let her know! 
 

Statistics for February   

Feb 7 – 55  Feb 14 – 46  Feb 21 - 45      Feb 28 - 44 

      

tel:419-980-8245
mailto:beth@nwres.net


 

  

5 

 
March 6 (in the Chapel)  Praise Him  
March 20 (Palm Sunday)  Shout Hosanna and  
     Ho Ho Hosanna 
April 3 (in the Chapel)   Happy all the Time 

     April 17 (in the Sanctuary)    This is the Day 
             May 8 (Mother’s Day)    Rainbow Children 
 
 

 

 

Special Prayers for Our Friends… 

Prayer concerns will be in the bulletin for two weeks unless you call and 

request it to be kept on longer or we know that it is an ongoing need. 

 

Jack Schubert                                          Glenn Park - Health Concerns 

Leora Myers                                                              Kingsbury House 

Pat Hocking                                                              Kingsbury House 

Marc McBride                                                               Health Concerns 

Vicki Puehler                                                               Health Concerns 

Mary Reeves                                                               Health Concerns 

Betty Seibel             Health Concerns 

Nate Mueller                                                             Serving Overseas 

 Peter Barber                             Serving Overseas 

 Gale King                              Defiance County Hospice 



 

 
 

 
 

Thank 
You! 

We hope you  
enjoyed the colorful 
newsletter. Thank 
you to  Ann Small 
for sponsoring this 
month’s newsletter!  
We are asking for 
people to sponsor 
printing the  
newsletter in color. 
The cost of printing 
in color is $15 per 
month.  If you are 
interested in  
sponsoring a month 
please call Ann in 
the office or sign up 
on the sheet  
hanging on the  
bulletin board.  
There are still a 
few spots available 
for 2016. 
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2016 Easter Flowers 
 
Five weeks remain until Easter Sunday, 
March 27

th
.  To celebrate the joy of Easter 

and the resurrection, we will ask for  
donated flowering plants for the sanctuary.  The Worship 
Committee will provide two lilies which will flank the  
communion table. Please fill in the form below to indicate 
the dedication of any plant you may purchase.  In the 
past hyacinths, tulips or lilies were the flowering choices.  
This year any flowering plant may be donated.  The 
church will not order from a florist.  Flowers are to be 
brought to the church on Wednesday, March 23rd or 
Maundy Thursday, March 24

th
, and placed in the east  

entrance.  The committee will arrange the plants for 
Easter worship. Please put your name on the bottom of 
the plant so it can be identified and taken home following 
the Easter service.  Thanks in advance for helping make 
our resurrection/Easter worship more beautiful.  

 

 

Please fill out this form if you wish to have your name 

printed in the bulletin along with who the flowers are in 

memory/honor of. 

Name________________________________________ 

 

In memory of 

_____________________________________________ 

 

In honor 

of___________________________________________ 



Committee Minutes 
Session 
Clerk’s report 
 On Motion:  to accept the amended minutes of Session (1/21/2016), trustees (1/18/16), worship (2/11/16), CE 

(2/15/16) and the congregational meeting minutes (1/31/16), with actions to be affirmed when Rev. Patrick Harley 
attends. So approved. 

 
 On Motion:  to approve the Church statistical report which the clerk submits to the PCUSA.  So approved. 
   
 Pastor Lynn Bova led us in the sacrament of communion on February 7, 2016. 
 
 The Rev. Susan Meier baptized Lauren Margaret Smith on January 31, 2016.   
      Parents Jeremy and Margaret Smith have recently been instructed (at the time of the baptism of their      
      now toddler son Morgan) on the claim of God on their lives through baptism, the importance of under 
      standing the holy sacrament, and the gift of moving Lauren from baptism to confirmation through the  
      guidance of the Holy Spirit, the family of faith, and the biological family’s prayers and supplication.   
 
 Dinner dates are March 30 and May 4.  Details will be forthcoming. 
 
 Marty Retcher will do our financial review as soon as Bonnie is ready, anticipated in March. 

Trustees - Beth Sigg, liaison 
 The trustee annual report has been submitted.  There was no financial report this month.   

 The air conditioner in the kitchen has been covered.   

 The PW will purchase a new frost free freezer and the old freezer is being offered until Feb. 28th to the  

      congregation for $50.00.  Kitchen tiles will be replaced as needed.   

 There will be a work day on March 19th.   

 Carpet in the offices will be replaced in the summer when there is less traffic in the rooms.  The signage project is 
moving along. A mailbox will be installed outside.   

 Some items in the nursery need care.   

 All of the fire inspection violations have been addressed, and the elevator has been repaired. 

Personnel – Joel Youkers, liaison  

 The group continues the search for a WeKirk director and assistant.  They will be revising/updating the current 
child protection policies.   

 Joel and Lynn will attend a workshop offered by Presbytery about this topic. There will also be a  
      workshop of professional misconduct prevention.  Pastors are required to attend one of each training in a    
      three year cycle to be compliant with presbytery policy. 

Deacons – Jennifer Bates, liaison 

 The deacons, along with the WeKirk children, packed boxes to send to 14 college students and members of the 
military.   

 The deacons continue to work on Wednesday night dinner arrangements and thank those in the congregation who 
have volunteered to cook tasty meals for us.  Stella Blue will be catering a meal soon and meal plans are set 
through the end of March. 

Task group Creative Concepts—Beth Sigg, Jeff Barber, liaisons, plus all interested 
Session members  

 Did not meet this month. 

Task group Technology—Jeff Barber, chair  

 Dave has finished installing Power Church and our three office computers should be networked, which will make 
many aspects of record keeping more efficient and accurate.   Easy Worship software for use during worship has 
been upgraded and is being tweaked.  We ask for your continued patience. 
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Christian Education - Pam Reid, liaison 
 Pastor Lynn and volunteers continue to lead WeKirk and there has been positive feedback.  

More volunteers will be needed to finish out the season, as the search for a WeKirk director 
continues. 

 The last WE for the season is March 6
th
.  This intergenerational Sunday school has been 

well attended and a good learning experience for all. 

 For now there will not be Wednesday night child care.  All of the children who have  
      normally spent the evening in the nursery may now attend WeKirk.  
 
 There will be three options for the youth group this summer.  High school students may  
      attend Triennium and the junior high students are planning to travel to  
      Massanetta Springs, VA to attend a Middle School Conference.  Others may go to     
      Camp Rejoice at Kirkmont.  Pastor Fausto and a group from the Yucatan may also   
      visit in the summer. 
 
 All are encouraged to send links to articles we are reading to share with the congregation 

via the Blast. 

 We would also love to develop more opportunities for Christian formation for adults. 

 We are looking in to the possibility of hosting a worship team from Goshen College next fall 

for a Sunday. 

 Pastor Lynn elaborated about the use of The Sailboat Church as a Lenten study.  What we 

learn and discuss from this book will lead directly into conversations to come about where 

we as a church go from here. 

Worship/Music - Marsha Karr, Jeff Barber, liaisons 
 The group is working on a way to save money on envelopes by providing options for the 

various ways people use and don’t use them.  Some never use them  
      because they use direct debit or online banking, others use them monthly, and        
      some still use them weekly.  It was also suggested that the per capita envelope  
      be sent out as part of the stewardship campaign.  
 Marilyn Smith worked with Vern Kindinger to write down how the Dorothy Knoop memorial 

money is to be spent to support music in the church.   
 The Easter flowers will be done differently this year.  The committee is asking people to 

bring their own flowering plant, which they will then later take home, during Holy Week to 
use on Maundy Thursday and on Easter Sunday.  Lilies will be purchased for the altar.  
Flowers in memory or in honor of someone will still be acknowledged in the bulletin. 

 Plans for the future include a Holy Humor Sunday on April 3rd, continuing study of The  
      Sailboat Church during Lent and in preparation for conversations we will have about our      
      future and possibly a noisy offering collected by the children. Charlie Bates is continuing to  
      research video monitors for the choir and the sanctuary. 
 
 Pastor Lynn will try out doing both announcements and joys and concerns at the beginning 

of the service.   

Ministries of the Larger Church 

 Joel attended the recent meeting, which included a necrology service, where our two  
      deceased elders were remembered.  He reports that the worship service was wonderful.         
      Four spiritual formation opportunities are planned through Presbytery in the coming      
      months.   
 March 16, 2016  from 10 am to 1pm at the Toledo Museum of Art,  

on July 7 in Tecumseh, a program called Into the Woods 
Spirituality of Wine in Port Clinton date & time TBA 

 in November there will be three pre advent workshops in three different regions of MVP. 

 Mobile health fairs are being planned.   

 Cliff Christopher, author of Not your Parents’ Offering Plate, along with someone from the 
Presbyterian Foundation, will also present an educational event about  

      financial stewardship on May 24, 2016.   
 The next Presbytery meeting is May 17, 2016 at First Presbyterian Church in  
      Adrian, MI. 



Other business

 Budget— On Motion:  To adjust our mission pledge to match the Presbytery  
      recommendation.  The total given will remain the same.  So approved.     
 
 Clarification:  Each year our church, like the others in the Presbytery, sends a mission 

pledge to Maumee Valley Presbytery.  This amount comes directly from our proposed 
budget.  The clerk noticed that the breakdown of the funds was different than what  

      Presbytery suggested and from what we have given in the past.  The total remains the      
      same, but the new breakdown allocates more funds for our Presbytery and less to the  
      Synod and General Assembly.     

Pastor’s Report 

 Pastor Lynn shared a report of her activity during the previous month.  She attended to 
member care issues over the telephone because of her illness. 

  
 On Motion: To accept Pastor Lynn ’s request to use continuing education time and funds 

to attend the Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders.  So approved. 
 
 Pastor Lynn reported that she will counsel the two couples who will be married this fall,  
      Peter Barber and Karen Moser (Sept. 3, 2016) and Zach Helland and Tiffany Smith  
      (Nov. 12, 2106).  Rev. Tom Steensma will officiate at the Helland wedding. 
    
 A letter from Jack Lee indicated that he was moved by the year end annual report detailing 

the work of the church and was also appreciative of Jeff Barber’s visit. 
 
 A card indicating that they were lifting us in prayer came from Cadmus Presbyterian.   
      Pastor Lynn will pick up more of these cards, which have a picture of the particular church      
      on the front, for us to do the same for others.  
 
 Pastor Lynn asked that we share what is happening in Lenten Study groups.  She also in-

quired about any planned World Day of Prayer activities.    
 

What’s next--vision and mission:   

 Pastor Lynn proposed trying a World Café model for initiating conversation and idea  
      exchange within the congregation.  A hospitable café style space would be set up, with     
      food and tables of four, each having one host who will be joined by three others.  The    
      groups would then discuss a significant question and have access to supplies to write and  
      even illustrate ideas.  After a time the groups would change, each time with table members  
      splitting off into other groups.  Eventually all would come back together to share and  
      connect ideas. This will facilitate conversation and allow all to hear different perspectives.        
      Session agreed that this could be an important and effective tool for us as we contemplate    
      what is next for our church.   
 

 Pastor Lynn asked the Session to be thinking about questions. We will work together to set 
up a safe space where we will explore questions that matter and encouraging everyone’s 
participation.  It is hoped that this conversation will help us connect diverse perspectives, 
listen together for insights, patterns and share collective discoveries.       

 

 April 3 after worship will be the date for the first World Café conversation.  Please put this 
on your calendars.  All are invited and everyone is needed to make this work best for us.   

 Pastor Lynn talked about other methods that we can use to assess and use our assets.  

  

 It was suggested, that as we think of replacing the aging and deteriorating tables in  
      Fellowship Hall, that we consider purchasing round tables, which will make interaction and     
      conversation easier.    
 
 The next Session meeting will be held March 17 at 7 pm.  . 

 
 



 

 

Monday 
March 14 PW – Westminster Room 
12:30 pm Hosts: Group 1 
  Devotions: Betty Hill 
  Program: Preventing Falls and Injuries 
  Speaker: Megan Detray & Alicia Little;  
  Chiropractors from Detray Chiropractic 
  Coordinator: Sandy Dunlap 
  Business Meeting 
 
Looking ahead: 
Monday 
April 11 PW - Kaitlyn’s Cottage (note time change) 
12:10 pm Meet at church 
  Hosts: Officers 
  Devotions: Sandy Youkers 
  Speaker: Kelly Tong & Toni Landzer 
  Program: Trip to Kaitlyn’s Cottage 
  Coordinator: Mary Ann Schroeder 
  Business Meeting 
 
Thanks for sharing and bringing lids to the church.  We had a 
great response that will benefit Sara’s Garden.  They will be used 
to make a playground bench. 
 
 
It’s almost time for the last WE intergenerational  
Sunday School event of the season.  March 6

th
 , 9 am, for  

breakfast and a final tabernacle experience.  See you there!  
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Liturgist Schedule: 

March - Beth Sigg 

April - Marsha Karr 

May - Joel Youkers 

June - Marsha Karr 

July - Volunteers 

August - Pam Reid 

 

Kitchen Chairpersons: 

March - Donna Black 

April - Marilyn Smith 

May - Nancy Meyer 
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        “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me” 
 
As we come to the end of the church 
season of Lent, you may have  
experienced the feeling expressed in 
this African American spiritual, “I Want 
Jesus to Walk with Me”. 
Join us in worship, March 13th when 
the bell choir will play this song.  The 
bells will be played utilizing the 
“singing bell” technique. We pray that 
the beauty of the this music will  
enhance your worship experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Formation Opportunity  

Toledo Museum of Art - Lenten Study 

Led by Marie Louden-Hanes, PhD 

Professor of Art History, University of Findlay 

Wednesday, March 16th 10:00 am - 1:00 

We will tour the museum and then gather for lunch. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
You are invited to join us on Wednesday’s at 12:00 pm to discuss  
“The Great Banquet”.  We meet for approximately one hour in the 
conference room. 
 



PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

During Lent the Presbyterian Church (USA) participates in the One Great Hour of  
Sharing special offering, typically dedicated on Palm Sunday or Easter.  Our church 
joins churches from several denominations across the nation in taking up this extra  
financial support.  Each denomination has committed their share of the One Great Hour 
of Sharing resources to projects and missions.  In the PCUSA, the funds are divided  
between projects and missions under 3 ministries:  Self-Development of People,  
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and the Presbyterian Hunger Program. 
 

We make Fish Banks available for families to use as they collect loose change during 
Lent.  Bulletin inserts and Minutes for Mission highlight some of the great work done 


