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PASTOR’S CORNER 

We are a Community,  

seeking to be in stride with Christ. 

June 2019 
NEWSLETTER 

Edition 217 

What a privilege to speak at the 200th anniversary of Antioch 

Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green, MO.  This congrega-

tion is known as the Mother church for many congregations 

founded in the mid 19th century in that area.  They were 

founded out of the annual camp meeting revivals held on the 

grounds each August for a number of years. 

There were 30 souls at morning worship and then at the 2 
pm celebration, people were hanging from the rafters!  The 
church was full. People I knew back 30-35 years ago; chil-
dren from Vacation Bible school now with children of their 
own; older people who were much younger before, but still a 
vital presence in the church, former members and friends 
who came back to celebrate.  Two descendants of the original 
pastor came- they are now in the state of Louisiana.  The 
daughters of a former pastor (whom I dearly loved) also 
came for the weekend.   The larger parish I served in that day 
had 2 congregations and several members and friends of the 
other church came as well as the current pastor of the “town“ 
church. Back in the mid 1980’s we pastors formed an alliance 
called JAMPAC- Joint area ministries, Presbyterian area 
churches- which helped us know each other and work with  

 



THANK YOU for your GIFT of HOSPITALITY                                                                                       

 

 

each other- sometimes as many as 6 congregations together in mission and fellowship.  So 

the ties bind. 

Out of Antioch church and its sister church, Providence, 2 clergywomen were formed spirit-

ually, and a 3rd is currently in seminary- all this from congregations that never exceeded 75-

100 people.  God is good. All the time and everywhere. 

There may be about 20 members of the Antioch congregation who remain in the area and 

they worked hard to put the celebration together. The building and grounds were spotless 

and well-kept as always. Pictures, history, mementoes were gathered and lots of desserts and 

fellowship were shared.  I spoke about the grace this mother of churches embodies in its soul

- grace received from God in Jesus Christ, shared in so many ways over the years in the 

neighborhood, in the fellowship, and around the world.  I encouraged them to consider the 

many gifts they have given in tangible ways to many others, just when they needed them 

most.  We celebrated the tenacity it takes to be a small membership church in ministry and 

the many ways I witnessed it at Antioch and around the churches I have served for nearly 35 

years. 

This month, in the liturgical year, we enter Ordinary time, the time of the church.  We cele-

brate Pentecost on June 9 and then the worship colors change to green- the “greening of the 

church”- and we reflect on its growth through the millennia.  There was no such thing as a 

mega- church back at the beginning.  The 3000 saved and baptized on Pentecost, according 

to Luke, all went home to places like Phrygia, Cyrene, Crete and Rome and formed fellow-

ships there devoted to the breaking of bread and prayer. 

They were house churches, small minority communities in the midst of empire.  They were 

tenacious in the practice of faith, fellowship, outreach and prayer, and to this day, the move-

ment has not ceased.  Oh, some of those first fellowships may no longer be in existence, but 

some semblance of them still exists in those first places where the gospel spread.  The Syrian 

Orthodox church (perhaps among the oldest organized faith groups in Christendom) still 

exists in the region albeit a small witness we don’t know much about.   There are nine tena-

cious Presbyterian- Reformed congregations in Syria, who have opened their doors to refu-

gees of all faiths and have kept holding worship and making room for children’s education 

and adult fellowship despite the civil war that rages around them.  Their sister congregations 

in Lebanon have received refugees, opened doors to strangers and keep the faith, offering 

support and hope to their neighbors.  That is just one set of examples of the church at work 

in the world.  These are small tenacious fellowships serving Christ where they are. 

I know this congregation in Defiance has grown smaller over the years, as have many others 

in many faith groups.  The call of God on our lives remains. Responding to God’s call is al-

ways less about numbers and more about faith practice; how will we remain tenacious about 

sharing the good news of Jesus in word and deed?  God’s grace and love abound- here in this 

place- and as we share grace and love, they abound more and more.  Trust that, live that, 

keep the faith. 

 

Pastor Ann Wasson  

   PASTORS CORNER, cont. 



“ANNOUNCEMENTS ABOUT OUR LIFE TOGETHER” 

FLIP FLOP INTO SUMMER means change in worship time and place BEGINNING 

JUNE 2, WORSHIP IS AT 9:30 AM IN THE CHAPEL! 

YOU’RE INVITED – to a Graduation Party at the church on June 2, 3:30 pm for 

Chloe Smith hosted by her family. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 8, we are invited to hear former General Assembly Moderator 

Joan Gray speak at FPC Norwalk, OH on “Spiritual Leadership in a God Powered 

Church” (cost is $ 10).  Let Pastor Ann know if you wish to attend. 

MEN’S FISHING TRIP is also scheduled for June 8.  Contact Foyle Solether for more 
information. 

JUNE 10, PW and Friends — are meeting at 9:30 am for a planning session for 
next year. Everyone bring your ideas. 

WE MADE THE VIDEO, NOW IT'S TIME TO DO THE SALE - 
The youth group thanks you for your donations and would like to put 
out a request for more help.  Sign up on Sunday on the clip-
board (after Sunday on the bulletin board) if you can spare 
a couple hours on Thursday, June 13 to help with the sale, 
or contact Pam or Rich Reid.  We will also be working on Satur-

day, June 8 from 10 to noon to move and sort items and then again on Sunday, June 9 
for a couple hours after church.  Join the fun and accept our gratitude!  Thank you! 

SESSION IS SCHEDULED TO MEET JUNE 25 @ 6:00 PM; if business is light, 

we may meet by email.  Elders stay tuned to your email for announcement later in the 

month. 

THE YOUTH GROUP — is excited to announce that we have received a grant from the 
Presbyterian Youth Triennium Fund to cover the registration and travel costs of our two 
Global Partners, Lisseth Calan and Pamela Noh.  The grant application was initiated by 
our youth leaders and was filed by our Maumee Valley Presbytery Triennium registrar, 
Jo Salvage.  We are grateful to Jo for her help and so blessed by this additional support 
for the summer visit.  Our per capita in action!  To God be the Glory!   

GET READY FOR JULY:   

BEER AND HYMNS - July 7, 7 pm at the Black Cloister Toledo, OH. 

YOUTH TRIENNIUM JULY 16-20; we will commission our delegation at worship on 

July 14. 

FAMILY FUN FEST- July 20, 4 — 8 pm. 

WORSHIP at PUTT PUTT – July 21- join us for worship, fish fry picnic and 

games. 

VISIT FROM OUR MEXICAN SISTERS AND BROTHERS ( highlight activities) -  
Pam can give us a beginning calendar. 

 



NEWS FROM MAUMEE VALLEY PRESBYTERY: 

CAMP REJOICE AT KIRKMONT — still has room for youth grades 3-12 (week of 

July 7).  If you want your child to go, please contact Pastor Ann.  We have been invited 

to send mail to a “Happy Camper” at Camp Rejoice.  If you want to compose a letter of 

encouragement to send, there are address stickers outside the chapel.  We can send 10 

notes by June 30 so the campers can receive them the week of July 7.   While we don’t 

know which child will receive your note, this is a way that all the kids get mail at 

camp. 

ROSE JONES WILL BE INSTALLED AS COMMISSION RULING ELDER -

for First Presbyterian Church, Clyde, OH on June 23 at 4 pm.  Rose has completed an 

online course for commissioned ruling elders to serve as lay pastors.  She received a 

friendly but thorough examination on the floor of presbytery on May 21. 

OUR GENERAL PRESBYTER, Matt Meinke will be leading a trip to Israel Janu-

ary 7-16, 2020.   If interested, please look at mattmeinke.com/trips or the link on the 

presbytery website maumeevp.org. 

SHELBY OH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH — was not damaged in the recent EF-2 

tornado, but they were a clearing house for gifts from the community.  This congrega-

tion of 32 members – mostly over age 60- fed over 300  who were affected by the 

storm. 

AT THIS WRITING — we are waiting to hear from Celina Presbyterian Church and 
Pastor Nan about tornado damage there the night of May 27.  Look for announce-
ments about how we can help.   

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR OUR FRIENDS 

 

LoisAnn Zimmerman                                                              Glenn Park 

Lynn Peters                                   Glenn Park 

Alton Myers                      Glenn Park 

Peg Graham                                                                                 Kingsbury House  

Joan Gearing                                                                              Health Concerns 

Sheron  and Jack Lee            Health Concerns 

Ruth Fitzenrider          Health Concerns     

Wilma Sponsler                Health Concerns 

Cathy Smith              Health Concerns 

 

Prayer  Concerns: Bill Riggs (terminal illness), Bonnie Vinz’ husband Glen (colon 
cancer), Mike Price, Scott Harris (Pastor Ann’s young friend) Nancy Black, Scott 
Solether, Larry Florke, Janice Johanson, family of Joyce Johnson.  



 
 

 

 

02 — Aubrey Price                                24 — Megan Barber 

02 — Chris Wagner                                                                                       24 —  Margaret Smith                     

05 — Linda Brose                                                                       26 – Zacharia Clay 

10 — Benjamin Price                                                                                     27  — Peter Barber 

14 — Nicholas Bishop                                                                      30 — Seth Erford 

22  - Lynette Bova        

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

07 — Matt & Rose Hollo                         24  - Vivian & John Mitchell 

09 — Keith & Natalie Mansfield                        24  - Joel & Sandy Youkers 

09  - Meredith & Andrew Mickey                                                           28  - Sacharia & Marlee Clay 

Thank you to Sandy and Joel Youkers for sponsoring the June newsletter.  
This enables us to print the newsletter in color.  

 

 

We extend our love and sympathies to Joyce Johnson’s family.  She passed away May 
18, her life was celebrated at a funeral and dinner following on May 24.  Thank you to Rich 
and Pam Reid who presided over the family burial service on Sat. May 25. 

 

Chloe Smith was officially welcomed as a member of the ministry and mission of this  
church (session approval, April 30, 2019) during worship and at a reception on Sunday, 
May 19.  She was also honored as a high school graduate that day. 

A name and address/phone booklet update is being finalized.  Please check and up 
date your information and to initial your entry, so that we know it is correct.  This will  
be printed and distributed sometime in June. 
We welcome the Sunday afternoon AA meeting to the church.  The Whistle Stop room 
has been updated and looks great!  Thanks to the AA members who did this work. 

Our treasurer reports that we are $18,995 in the red, which is $20,000 better than  
budgeted.  

Family Fun Fest will be part of the River Fest at Pontiac Park on Saturday July 20 with a  
rain date of July 27.  The activities will run from noon to 4:00pm with the Family Fun Fest  
part starting 4:00pm to 8:00pm.  We will provide games and prizes to individual agencies 
to use in their booths.  Craig Richards will deliver these games before 4 and pick them up 
again at 8 pm.    

The women of PW&F have generously donated $300 toward the purchase of the new 
children’s coats that were bought in late winter.  The remaining $57.04 is covered by the 
deacons account.   

The deacons will organize Thanksgiving dinner (as a cultural activity and in thanks to 
God for our 24 year long friendship) on Wednesday, July 24, during the visit of our  
Mexican friends. The deacons would provide turkey (Cooper Farms), rolls, corn on the cob, 
paper products and drinks. Participants will be asked to bring a dish or two to share. 
Jeanne will get paper supplies in for the church meals that are taking place with the visit  
of the Mexican friends.   



 
 
 
Jeanne will get paper supplies in for the church meals that are taking place with the visit of the 
Mexican friends.   
The board of Christian Education regretfully accepted the resignation of two dedicated 
volun-teers.  Lora Richards has resigned from the CE board because of increased time commit 
Ments at work.  Megan Barber has been teaching Bibles and Bacon, and with fewer children 
Attend ing, we have put it on hiatus for next fall.  We are so grateful for the leadership of Lora, 
Megan and Chef Craig and thank them for providing outstanding Christian education opportu- 
Nities for so many during their time of service.  

 

Kristal, Jenni and Ann will invite the WeKirk kids to come on a few Wednesday nights this 
summer to set up the final scenes of each Godly Play story.  These will be photographed for use 
in the worship powerpoint each Sunday.  
Kristal is also planning a girls night on June 19 for females of all ages, with manicures  
and a Hawaiian theme. 

 

The youth group celebrated an end of the year graduation celebration to honor Chloe Smith. 
CE sponsored the Sunday reception for Chloe and Erin Hess as well as the new 50 year mem 
bers.   
 

Doctrine & Donuts will continue in the fall, starting on September 8, with discussion as to  
how often to meet.   
September 8 will also be the blessing of the backpacks.  
A Sunday afternoon family Advent workshop is being planned for December 1. The 
Reids have an idea for a book/theme for the Christmas dinner. Other events tied to liturgical  
seasons could be planned, using film and discussion (The Nativity in Advent and Jesus of  
Nazareth with Taize prayers during Lent.) 
Barbara Florke reported on the Hopeful Living Bible Study for House of Ruth that 
she and Pastor Ann have written and developed.  It will be presented in six sessions, and it can 
be repeated since there is always turnover at the House of Ruth.  They will go there and lead/ 
teach/talk.  They have already set up a devotional corner at the house with a sign, candle, de 
votional materials and Bibles.  This ministry grew out of the Blessed to be a Blessing initiative 
in 2018.  
The next CE meeting will be on Aug 19 at 5:30 pm.  New members are always welcome and 
 needed!   
Mary Bielen filled in for Ann when she was preaching at the 200th  anniversary of the church 
in Antioch, Missouri on May 26.  David Montgomery of Toledo Campus Ministries will preach 
on August 11 and Dr. Matt Meinke on August 18  
Worship services move upstairs on June 2 at 9:30 am- back down on September 8 at 
10:15.   
Pastor Fausto will preach on July 28 and the family will be sharing music.  Norman Was 
son’s barbershop quartet will also sing that day.    
Marsha Karrr and Lynn Bishop are working on new paraments for the table and the pul- 
pit. The Johnny Appleseed Festival at Auglaize Village will take place on Oct. 6 and we will 
worship there that day in conjunction with the United Church of Christ. We will picnic after 
ward, likely in the new shelter house.  The Village does not open to the public until noon.     

 

July 21 worship at the Putt Putt, the first day that the Mexican contingent is here. 
More Thursday night work nights will be needed to finish the spring spruce up work.      
Foyle will get a quote from Brian Campbell about painting the fire escapes and glazing the 
windows on the second floor. 
There has been significant damage from the wet spring.  The limestone trim around the 
East Entrance door is deteriorating, as is a section in the back of the sanctuary.  



 
 

We will continue to try to develop a system for listing property jobs for volunteers.  Pam  
will help design a section of the bulletin board for this. 
The Ensign house will be empty on June 1.  Beth and Foyle will check it out, decide about  

the status of the security deposit and will arrange necessary repairs (bathroom, dining room  

ceiling).  Discussion centered around the terms of the next lease.  The house will continue to  

be used, not as a part of mission, but as income for the church. There have already been many 

inquiries about the rental.  Contact Beth Sigg if interested in the rental property. 

Foyle provided an update about a new camera and security system, which will cover all the  
doors but will not be visible on the monitors. The existing monitors are now being turned off 
when the offices are empty. Pastor Ann will develop a process for reporting a suspected theft 
(add to Manual of Operations) 

 

Planned Giving Sunday will be Sept 22, when a Presbyterian Foundation representative 
will speak.  A lunch after church will be held for all who are interested.  The speaker is the face 
on the new Stewardship Navigator online resource.   
There will also be several minutes of mission on the topic of stewardship.   
The next local Beer & Hymns will be on August 29, possibly outside, with a donation  
taken for the Humane Society.  The December 12 date will support the Ravens.  There is a lot 
of good buzz about this around town. 
On June 8 at Norwalk FPC ($10) former Moderator Joan Gray  will present a workshop 
entitled “Spiritual Leadership in a God Powered Church”.  She is the author of the book The 
Sailboat Church. 
Men’s Fellowship Projects:  Fishing is rescheduled for June 8,  the sport clay shooting 
event will be postponed til fall.  A rocket launch is planned for July 25 during the time our 
Mexican friends are here.    
Pam presented an almost finished calendar of events for the visit.  This is truly an all church 
event. We all know how wonderful it will be to worship, pray, talk, eat, laugh and sing togeth 
er.  To God be the Glory.    
June liturgist is Jean Ziegler, who will also open and close.  In July, Pam and Rich Reid  
will be liturgists with Foyle Solether opening and closing the church.   

 

Please bring us your small 

or medium sized bottles 

with their lids.  It would 

help if  you rinsed off  the 

outside.

The Youth Group will again 

make detergent to hand 

out at Coats for Christmas.



 

 

 

Coming this June 13th

You can bring your 

treasures to the room 

across from the library 

on the first floor.

Youth Yard Sale 3

Need help 

transporting 

“treasures” to the 

church for the Youth 

Yard Sale 3?

Contact Rich & Pam to set up a pick up.



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

Worship   9:30 
In Chapel 

Chloe’s Grad 
Party  3:30  

3 
 
AA  - noon 
 

 

4 
 
 
Taekwondo   
6 pm 
 

5 
 AA  - noon 

 

6  
Deacons   
 5:15 pm 

Taekwondo   
6pm 
 
 

7 
 
AA  -  noon 
 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

8 
Set up Youth 
Yard Sale 3 
10-12 

Men’s Fishing 
Trip 

9 
Worship  9:30 
In Chapel 

AA  - 2:00 

Set up Youth 
Yard Sale 3  
after church 

10 

PW & F  9:30  

(Plan for next 

year) 

 
AA  -  12 noon 

11 

 

12 

   AA — noon 

 

 
 

13 
 
       Youth 
 Yard Sale 3 
         9 - 5 
  
 
 

14 
AA  -  noon 

Elks Flag Day 
Ceremony/5:15 
The Bud Wid-
mer Rube Band 

AA  7:30 pm 

15 

Glenn Park 
Assisted Liv-
ing/The Bud 
Widmer Rube 
Band  
5-6:30 pm 
 

16 

Worship  9:30 
In Chapel 

 

AA  - 2:00 
 
 

17 
 
AA  - noon 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
Taekwondo   
6 pm 

19 
   AA  - noon 

    

20 
Lion’s Club 
noon 
 
Taekwondo 
6:00 pm 
 

21 
 
AA  - noon 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

22 

Wauseon 
Home Coming 
Parade 11 am/ 

The Bud Wid-
mer Rube 
Band 

23 
 
Worship  9:30 
In Chapel 
 
AA  - 2 ;00 

24 
 
AA — noon 

25 

 
Session     6 pm 
 
Taekwondo 
6 pm 

26 
   AA  - noon 
 
Deacon’s calling 
Day 
 
   

27 
 
Taekwondo 
6 pm 

28 
AA — noon 
 
AA 7:30 pm 

29 

30   Worship 
9:30—Chapel 

AA  - 2:00 

Art In The Park 
@ Library/The 
Bud Widmer  
Rube Band 

      

June 2019 



PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 


