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   A LINE FROM PAM REID 

We are a Community,  

seeking to be in stride with Christ. 

JUNE 2018 
NEWSLETTER 

Edition 206 

Pastor Lynn is on vacation as this 
newsletter goes to print, so I, Pam 
Reid, would like to take this chance 
to write a bit about the upcoming 
youth group trip to St. Louis.  The 

group, consisting of Seth Erford and Charlie Bates, Chloe Smith, 
Brysen Bigley, Caiton Kimmel and Pam and Rich Reid, will be 
hosted by AMEN|Saint Louis, a ministry of Oak Hill Presbyterian 
Church, located in the Tower Grove South Neighborhood of St. 
Louis, Missouri.  Through congregational fundraising and gener-
ous grants, Oak Hill Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) was able to 
make the house next door into a base of operations and launch 
AMEN as A Ministry Embracing the Neighborhood in 
2012. The house at 4115 Connecticut Street directly adjoins the 
church building.   
Each summer AMEN offers a pre-planned, week-long learning 
and service experience that comes with a great place to stay and 
friendly staff and volunteers. We will work at nine different ser-
vice sites, ranging from a Head Start program, local food bank, 
regional food bank, crisis nursery for infants to age 12 and more, 
and at every site our hosts will help us to understand why this 
site exists and how it is striving to meet the needs of the people 
in this area.  We won’t just show up, help and leave—we will get 
an inside view of the social fabric of the city.   

SAVE THE DATE: 

June 22,  From 5 to 8. 
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THANK YOU for your GIFT of HOSPITALITY                                                                                       

     On two different nights we will take part in a Sacred Conversation about some as-

pect of the need and God’s provision that will have touched us along the way.  We 

will also fellowship with the people of Oak Hill Presbyterian, one evening complete 

with food and games, and get to know their story.  It’s a pretty big thing they are do-

ing, taking groups in from all over and helping them serve the neighborhood and 

learn about how God is at work in this city.  Maybe you’ll see pictures of us interact-

ing with the people during Church in the Streets.  We will also explore St. Louis and 

are looking forward to seeing the iconic Gateway Arch and visiting the City Museum.  

If you haven’t heard of the City Museum, please google it and click on images.  It is 

the reason we are supposed to bring volleyball knee pads.     

     Please pray for us all as we go in God’s name, and also in the name of this congre-

gation, all of you who so generously support and love these youth.  We hear many of 

you say time and time again that if you were younger, you’d be on these trips.  We 

take very seriously the responsibility that we have been blessed with, to try to hear 

God’s call and do his work in your name, too.  Please pray for our safe travel, and 

that the group might find ways to be part of this kind of work when we return, that 

our youth can see God working in all kinds of places and to understand with clarity 

that the church is so much bigger than our building here in Defiance.  

How exciting that the work team from First Presbyterian Defi-

ance is part of this initiative!  Please read about it in the following 

article from the PCUSA website.  Glory be to God!    

Presbyterians are sending mission teams to the St. Louis area as 

part of an initiative called “Hands & Feet” leading up to the 223rd General Assem-

bly. The assembly is scheduled to meet June 16–23, 2018, in St. Louis. 

The goal of the Hands & Feet initiative is to strengthen local and national mission 

efforts of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) by encouraging partnerships and mission 

involvement with cities hosting the biennial meeting of the General Assembly. 

     “If we, through new and existing mission and ministry programs, immerse our-

selves in St. Louis over the next eighteen months, our General Assembly gathering 

will be not just a meeting, but a natural extension of our charge to proclaim the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ in action,” says the Reverend J. Herbert Nelson II, Stated Clerk of 

the General Assembly. 

     Nelson’s vision is that in addition to spending money in hotels, restaurants, and 

sightseeing venues, Presbyterians participating in General Assemblies would con-

tribute to the welfare of the host community in more significant ways. 

     “Beginning in St. Louis, we are going in with our hands and our feet to learn 

about the realities of life in these communities,” Nelson says. “We’re going in with 

hands and feet to do some work.” 

HERE’S YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT THE MISSION TRIP – We 

just found out that the group at AMEN house is collecting kids’ NEW art supplies as 

part of their summer outreach program. If you would like to donate something, 

please put it in the box on the table in the east entrance no later than June 6th. We’d 

love to take a nice donation for this outreach project. Thank You! 
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OUR SYMPATHY – is extended to former pastor Rev. Tom Steensma and family on 
the passing of his mother, Muriel Steensma, on May 24. Muriel was 99 years old. A 
celebration of life and witness to the resurrection service was held on May 30th in St. 
Clair Shores, MI. 

FAMILY FUN FEST—The 4th annual ecumenical Family Fun Fest will be held this 

year in conjunction with the Defiance Riverfest on Friday night, June 22, from 5 to 8 

pm at Pontiac Park. The deacons and the youth group are sponsor-

ing our part in this mission outreach to the community, which pro-

vides a safe and fun family event, along with a Christian message. 

RAVENS CARE also uses this event to get information into the 

hands of those who might need it. Please support this by VOLUN-

TEERING to work a game shift. Contact Rich Reid or say YES when he asks you! 

Thank you. YOU are a blessing to others! 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! - Don’t forget to pray for our graduates and 

their families as they start a new chapter in their lives.  

Jacob Black, son of Nancy Black, grandson of Donna Black, graduating from Defi-

ance High School, plans to attend Trine University to Major in computer and software 

engineering. 

Nathan Schubert, son of Greg and Kathy Schubert, graduating from Ayersville High 

School, plans to attend Wright State to major in filmmaking. 

Jennifer Richards, daughter of Craig and Lora Richards and granddaughter of Lin-

da Richards, graduated from Goshen College in Indiana. 

Megan Schubert, daughter of Greg and Kathy Schubert, graduated from Baldwin 

Wallace University. 

Trevan Kindinger, grandson of Vern and Martie Kindinger, will graduate from 

Archbold High School, plans to attend Northwest State and major in nursing. 

Collin Kindinger, grandson of Vern and Martie Kindinger, will graduate from 

Woodburn High School, plans to attend IPU Ft. Wayne and major in physical therapy. 

Emily Hellthaler, daughter of Ericka, granddaughter of Sigrid and Roger Emerling, 

graduated from High Point University in North Carolina. 

Luke O’Keefe, son of Stacey, grandson of Sigrid and Roger Emerling, will graduate 

from Beavercreek High School and will attend the University of Utah. 

Eli Noggle, son of Debbie and Jeff, grandson of Joel and Sandy Youkers, who will 

graduate from Northside High School, Ft. Wayne, IN  

Jeff Noggle, husband of Debbie and son in law of Joel and Sandy, who graduated 

from Trine University with a degree in engineering.    

On May 6 the youth group challenged the church with a pay it forward initiative 

called Blessed to be a Blessing.  During worship each family received an envelope with 

money from the youth, with the instructions to pray about it and look for someone 

who has a need and then to share that money with that person or group.   

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 



The idea is that each one should find someone in their own personal network, someone 
or something that touches their heart.   
The youth are excited to get a written response back from each family, a note sharing 
the story of the need they saw and how they used the money to share the love of God.   
There is no hurry to spend the money. We think God will show you.  Just pay attention 
to where your heart is pulling you, to where you see a need.  This is a special oppor-
tunity to participate in Christ’s mission of grace and to show our community the great 
generosity of God. If you or your family did not get an envelope, see Rich or Pam Reid. 

           

June Birthdays   

02—Aubrey Price                        24—Megan Barber 
02—Chris Wagner          24 – Margaret Smith 
05—Linda Brose          26—Zachariah Clay 
10—Benjamin Price         27—Peter Barber 
14—Nicholals Bishop         29—Dawn Greear 
22—Lynn Bova               
30—Seth Erford 
22—Kayla Thomas    

                       June Anniversaries 
04– Jo & Doug Parker     10– David & Sarah Marshall 
04– Tyler & Megan Smith Schilperot   24– John & Vivian Mitchell 
07– Matt & Rose Hollo     24– Joel & Sandy Youkers 
09– Keith & Natalie Mansfield    28– Zachariah & Marlee Clay 
09– Meredith & Andrew Mickey 
 

Betty Hill                                                        Glenn Park 
LoisAnn Zimmerman                          Glenn Park 
Joanne Parker                                                                                                                       Glenn Park 
Peg Graham                 Kingsbury House 
Alton Myers                           The Laurels 
Betty Seibel                                                                                                             The Laurels 
John Mitchell                 Health Concerns 
Sheron Lee                                                                                                             Health Concerns        
Joan Gearing       Health Concerns 
Ruth Fitzenrider                                                                                           Health Concerns 

 

 

Thank you to Roger & Sigrid Emerling for sponsoring the May newsletter. 

This enables us to print the newsletter in color.  

There are a few more  months open.  Sign up on the bulletin board.  

if you’d  like to support this ministry. 

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR OUR FRIENDS 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER, cont. 



YOUR SESSION AND BOARDS REPORT  
  

 
The regular meeting of session was held at 6:00 p.m. in the conference room.  Ruling El-
ders Chuck Fitzenrider, Pam Reid, Jean Ziegler, Marsha Karr, Beth Sigg, Nancy Meyer, 
Craig Richards and Foyle Solether as well as Rev. Lynn Bova, Moderator were present. 
Pastor Lynn led us in devotions from the Book of Common Worship, Daily Prayer. 

Clerk’s Report--Pam Reid 
Rev. Lynn Bova presided at communion on May 6 and May 20, 2018. 

Jacob Black will receive his God and Life award, the last award in the series for Boy 

Scouts, on July 8 during worship. Pastor Lynn and Pam Reid have been working with Ja-

cob over the past six months on this award.  As a service project,  he worked with Foyle 

Solether and Rich Reid installing the removable barriers on the side of the church and on 

general church cleanup.     

Communications and volunteer opportunities from the Path Center, Presbytery health 
fairs, Brighter Beginnings and the NOCAC summer meal program were shared.  A flyer 
detailing the work of the Presbyterian Church in Canfield as a housing site for work camps 
was also discussed.  
The youth group pay it forward challenge (Blessed to be a Blessing) was clarified.  Pastor 

Lynn will also address this again on a Sunday morning.  The idea is to give the money 

away to someone or something that is meaningful to each giver.  The only thing that 

comes back to the church/youth group is the written story of that gift.  The youth group 

would love to have enough detail to be able to build a worship service around this in the 

fall.  So each person is asked to write not just what he/she did with the money, but WHY.   

Pastor’s Report--Rev. Lynn Bova 
Pastor Lynn reported on her activities this month. She will be on vacation on Sunday, May 
27 and the following week, will preach on June 3, will be preaching for a pastor transition 
as part of her duties at Presbytery on June 10 and will be attending General Assembly on 
June 17.  She plans to meet the work camp group and worship with them  at GA on June 
16.   

Treasurer’s Report--Marsha Karr 
Marsha presented the financial data for January through April.  We are doing better than 
expected.  Per capita contributions were higher this year, as a result of the campaign to re-
inform people about this payment.    

Deacons--Chuck Fitzenrider, liaison, Rich Reid, moderator 
Family Fun Fest as part of the Defiance River Fest will be held on Friday, June 22, 2018 
from 5:00 to 8:00.  FPC will team with Harvest Life Fellowship to run the games.  There 
are still volunteer time slots available. The deacons will continue to support the Christmas 
families with a summer version of Staples from the Stable to provide a food basket for 
when the children are out of school. Jeanne will purchase laundry baskets, Pam Retcher 
will check with a contact at Campbells, Rich will purchase movie money and Dairy Queen 
gift certificates.  Six families will be served with a total of 29 people.  The deacons are ask-
ing members of our church to donate food items that would make a meal, such as pasta, 
soup, P,B & J, rice mix, mac & cheese, canned fruit and/or vegetables, pancake or muffin 
mix, oatmeal or other breakfast cereal.  Nonfood items such as dish, hand or laundry 
soap, bleach, and paper products are also welcome. The deacons will collect these food 
items in June and then distribute them the second week of July.  Rich will get information 
to Lou Ann for the various publications.   



YOUR SESSION AND BOARD REPORT 
 
The congregational care team will continue the visitation rotation. Jane Barber, 
Jeanne Peffley and Marilyn Smith called on the following in April: Betty Seibel, Betty 
Hill, Alton Myers, Peg Graham, Loisann Zimmerman and Wilma Sponsler by tele-
phone.  Attempts were made to reach Joanne Parker, Joan Gearing and Lynn Peters.  
The visitation team will meet May 31 at 1:30 P.M. to make the May visits.   Ruth & 
Paul Fitzenrider and John Mitchell, who is now in The Laurels, were added to the list. 
The Deacons are keeping their ears open to see where in church or in our community 
we can increase our mission presence since we have been charged by the generous 
gift from the estate of Millie Hutchinson. Christian Education--Craig Richards, 
liaison, Lora Richards, moderator 

CE discussed purchasing a nursery camera that is WiFi enabled and can easily con-
nect to a smartphone, so that parents could easily check in on their children in the 
nursery.  

Kristal and Jenni are getting both WeKirk spaces back in order, cleaned up after the 
program year.    
The girls’ night went well and was lots of fun.  The details of the guys’ night have been 
finalized for June 1 starting at 4 pm.  Rich Reid will design an invitation and invite all 
the boys and any adult male who might like to attend.  The group will meet at the 
church at 4 and go to Foyle's house in Christy Meadows, where they will make the 
rockets that Foyle has purchased. This will happen in his workshop. After the rockets 
have been created, they will go to the Florke's home to launch them in the empty field 
next to their house. After the launch, Larry Florke will take them on a tour of his car 
collection.  He will talk based on the interest that the group shows--his car collection 
is awesome and steeped in history. After that, the group will go back to Foyle's home 
to cook foil packets on a fire, like they do in Scouts.  Rich will have a plan for some 
games to fill the time while the food cooks, if needed.  Everyone will eat together and 
end the evening with a devotional, which Rich will provide. Foyle will turn in receipts 
to Kristal for the cost of the rockets and the food. 

Youth group has had a busy month with the youth service, youth group celebration of 
the two grads and the commissioning of the work camp group. Work camp planning 
is in full swing.  The group will leave the church at 9 am on Sunday, June 10 and will 
return to Defiance late on Saturday, June 16, after attending opening worship at Gen-
eral Assembly.  The group is part of the Hands and Feet Initiative of the PCUSA, 
which seeks to impact the area where GA is held beyond just the tourist dollars spent 
during the time of the conference. If anyone would like to come pray with the group 
before they leave the church parking lot, please arrive by 8:45 am on Sunday,  
June 10. 

The mission team has been invited to bring along new art supplies to donate to A 
Summer of Giving at the AMEN House, where we will stay.  The congregation is wel-
come to donate to this effort by Wednesday, June 6.  There will be a box on the table 
in the East Entrance. 

The Reids will connect with a few other people about leading the youth group with a 
team approach next year. If you have an interest in this truly awesome ministry with 
these young people, please let the Reids know.   
CE agreed to cover the costs of the 10 cases of water we will donate to the Family  
Fun Fest.    

Plans for a fall kick off were discussed.  The idea of a book fair is brewing.   
The group will also look at https://peerministry.org/adults-saying-yeah-strategy. 
The materials suggested would cost $72.00 for unlimited printing and the timeline 
for the training would be one year, with the goal of reaching every group in our 
church. The rational of Full Circle Training is to prepare the congregation to be inten-
tional in helping our youth and children to find meaning, belonging, purpose and 

 



Worship/Music – Marsha Karr, liaison and moderator 
Marsha reports that we will move upstairs for worship on June 3 and the start time 
will change to 9:30. The following people will fill the pulpit when Lynn is gone.  May 
27—Diane Adams, June 10—David Montgomery, June 17—Mary Bielen. Chuck Fitzen-
rider will preside at communion on June 17. 

Personnel—Beth Sigg 
No report 

Creative Concepts/Fellowship—Jean Ziegler, liaison, Beth Sigg, moderator 
The Hawaiian Luau was a nice evening and well attended. 
The group will also eventually plan events to welcome a new pastor, including provid-
ing a scrapbook of photos, bios and personal welcome messages.   
The summer outdoor worship at the local Putt Putt is scheduled for Aug. 19.   
There is room in this group for lots of ideas for building relationships in our church. 

Technology Task Group—Jeff Barber, Beth Sigg, liaison 
Solid Rock Computers is working on getting the Office software working on the chapel 
computer. 
Beth will contact Solid Rock to get a quote for a backup system. Pastor Lynn also sug-
gested looking at Carbonite. 
Kristal’s husband Matthew might be willing and able to update the website. 

Property –Foyle Solether reported. 
Foyle announced that the Thursday work nights have continued.  Much has been com-
pleted and there has been a consistent turn out to work.  Thank you to all who have 
helped.  Other planned projects are installing the monitor in the office, a lock on the 
Rainbow Choir room door, moving the mailboxes, addressing the bat problem, figur-
ing out the debris on the chancel and cleaning up the old pastor’s office.    
Everyone is encouraged to be sure to leave the building locked with windows shut and 
lights out.  Session will ask Lou Ann to talk to each of the outside groups that use the 
church to stress the need to do this each time they are in the building. She will also put 
a sign on the third floor fire escape door like the one on the second floor, asking people 
to not go out on the fire escape except in an emergency.    

On Motion: to purchase a new dryer and fix the rest of the bathroom (new tub liner, 
repair some mold and rot and fix the dining room ceiling) in the Ensign House for an 
amount not to exceed $3800.  So approved.   Follow up by clerk—the DAF money 
will arrive soon. 
PW is providing and paying for some updates to the lobby outside the chapel and for 
blinds for the pastor’s office.  Session thanks the group, and Pastor Lynn reminds us 
all that this should have been preapproved by Session.   
Nancy Meyer will inventory the medical supplies that are upstairs in the storage room 
and make a list so that people know what there is to borrow in a time of need.  
Session will advertise the piano that is in the under stair storage area free for haul 
away.  

Finance--Nancy Meyer    
Nancy is overseeing all checks that are written and bills that are being paid.   
Nancy and her team will do a financial review of 2017, based on the agreed upon pro-
cedures accepted last fall, as soon as the information is ready.   

YOUR SESSION AND BOARD REPORT 



Ministries of the Larger Church. 
Health fair volunteer opportunities are available in several locations around the Pres-
bytery this summer.  
Presbytery met on May 15 at Maumee.  Foyle attended as our commissioner, his first 
time since attending as a youth commissioner just a few years ago. 
Other Business 
There will be a session work session on July 11 at 5 pm to work on the manual of oper-
ations.    Documents will be projected on screen so that they can be edited together.  
Pam passed out a handout with the remaining items that need to be submitted for col-
laboration.   
On Motion:  to accept the minutes of Session (4/26/18), the deacons (5/17/18), CE 
(5/21/18) the clerk’s report, pastor’s report and treasurer’s report . 
Session will meet on June 28 at 6 pm.  Marsha is opening and closing the church in 
June and will serve as liturgist (except for June 3, sub Pam Reid) and lead devotionals 
at the June meeting.     
Foyle led us in prayer to close the meeting. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pamela Reid                                                                   Rev. Lynn Bova 
Clerk                                                                                Moderator 
 
EACH YEAR AT CHRISTMAS - we reach out to the community and share our plen-
ty with families in need. This year the Deacons have been discussing how we could ex-
tend this assistance to beyond just the holiday season. As we have done in the past, we 
are asking members of our church to share food 
with these families again during the summer 
months.  We are looking for the same kinds of dona-
tions of food items that would make a meal such 
as; pastas, soups, P-B & J, rice mixes, Mac & 
Cheese, canned fruit and/or vegetables, pancake 
or muffin mixes, oatmeal or other breakfast cereals.  
Nonfood items would work as well like; dish, 
hand or laundry soap, bleach, and paper prod-
ucts.  
We would like to collect these food items in June 
and then distribute them the second week of July.  
We invite you to joyously and generously participate in this out reach of our church. 
May God bless.  
 

YOUR SESSION AND BOARD REPORT 

Staples from the Stable 
Revisited 

What is God calling you to do with your gift?  We 

look forward to hearing your story of how you are 

moved to use the challenge money.  There is no 

hurry.  Take your time. We think God will show 

you when the moment is right!   ♥ 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

AA—12:00 

AA—7:30 

2 

Nancy Black— 

Fellowship Hall    

All Day 

3 

Worship—9:30 

In The Chapel 

4 

AA—12:00 

PNC—5:30 

 

 

 

5 

Group Meeting— 

9-12 

Taekwondo—6:00 

6 

AA—12:00 

Adult Choir—6:45 

Bells—8:00 

New Wineskins—

8:30 

7 

Lions—12:00 

Taekwondo 6:00 

 

 

8 

AA—12:00 

AA—7:30 

9 

10 

Worship—9:30 

In The Chapel 

Lora Richards  

Fellowship Hall— 

12:00—6:00 

11 

AA—12:00 

PNC—5:30 

Friends of The 

Library—6:00 

Deacons—7:00 

12 

Taekwondo—6:00 

13 

AA—12:00 

 

14 

Taekwondo—6:00 

Worship Meeting -  

6:30 

15 

AA—12:00 

AA—7:30 

16 

17 

Father’s Day 

Worship—9:30 

In The Chapel 

18 

AA—12:00 

CE—5:30 

PNC—5:15 

19 

Taekwondo—6:00 

20 

AA—12:00 

 

21 

Lions—12:00 

Taekwondo—6:00 

22 

AA—12:00 

Family Fun Fest  

4:30—8:00 

AA—7:30 

23 

 

24 

Worship—9:30 

In The Chapel 

25 

AA—12:00 

PNC—5:30 

26 

Taekwondo—6:00 

27 

AA—12:00 

28 

Session—6:00 

Taekwondo—6:00 

29 

AA—12:00 

AA—7:30 

30 
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