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A Line from Lynn: 

 
“Do you have enough faith that this church can thrive?  Do you  
believe God is at work in this congregation?”   
 
Following the congregational gathering, these are the questions I 
keep coming back to over and over.  Your session has put a lot of 
time and energy into these question and they believe the answer is 
YES, this church can thrive because God is at work here!  That is why 
they are asking for your ideas and input for making the church  
financially sustainable.  No one likes having to make choices about 
changing the staffing model but the session is committed to helping 
this church do more than just survive until there is no way to  
continue.  It is not possible to thrive with large deficits year after 
year and so they have begun the hard work of curbing costs.   
While we heard that some of you would prefer to have a part time 
pastor rather than change the current staffing model - that will be 
difficult if not impossible.  It is very, very difficult to find a part-time 
pastor.  This presbytery has about 27 churches in transition and 
many are looking for a part-time pastor and not having much  
success.    When Rev. Tom Emory was here to moderate a meeting 
this month he reminded the session that studies show that if a 
church wants to grow, it needs a full time pastor.  He shared that 
there is a direct correlation between those two things.  
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I did hear a suggestion that perhaps we could share a pastor with Ottawa but they are already 
in the process of hiring a full time pastor.  They need that as they are growing.  But perhaps 
there is another church that would be interested in sharing.  It will mean that you will need to 
be open to the possibility of changing worship times but that could work.  I also heard a  
suggestion that we use the funds that are available until they are gone and that could be done 
but then you are going to be faced with the same issues in just a couple of years when the 
money runs out.   
 
The session is looking forward to hearing ideas and suggestions from you!   
 
At the meeting someone also mentioned that they liked the old hymnal – they miss the hymns 
from it.  I did some sleuthing and here is some information on this topic.  There are 605 hymns 
in the Blue Presbyterian Hymnal in the Chapel and 853 in Glory to God in the Sanctuary.  419 
hymns are in both of the hymnals.  There are 186 hymns that are not in Glory to God that are 
in the Presbyterian Hymnal. Of those 186 only 24 of them are ones that you know and sing 
(according to the hymnal in my office that someone kindly went through and circled all the 
hymns you know.)  I am going to try to use those hymns this summer and I am going to  
suggest that we take a Sunday or two and have hymn sings.  I know music is often a bone of 
contention but worship is not about our preferences but about giving Glory and Praise to God. 
 
Here are some dates to save for the summer. 
 
June 4 – Summer worship hours begin!  See you at 9:30.  We will also be hosting a neutral  
pulpit for another church. 
 
June 13 – Final Who is Jesus gathering at 2:30.  We will cover the last two lessons.   
 
June 21 – Kids Drive-In Theater in Fellowship Hall (Parents can have a night out!)  5-8 
 
July 2 – You are invited to come to my ordination service at 3:00 in Perrysburg!  Again, thanks 
for all your support. 
 
July 9 – Commissioning the disciples going to Mexico. 
 
July 15 – 22 – Mexico Mission Trip 
 
Aug. 2 – Mexico Reunion and Potluck Dinner at the Richards.    Time to be announced. 
 
August 20 – Worship at Putt-Putt!   
 
 
Blessings, 
Lynn 
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Special Prayers for Our Friends… 
Betty Hill                                                 Glenn Park 

LoisAnn Zimmerman                         Glenn Park 

Leora Myers                                                                                                Kingsbury House 

Peg Graham                     Brookview 

Mary Reeves                                                                                        Health Concerns 

Betty Seibel                                     Health Concerns 

Russ Ziegler                                     Health Concerns 

Rose Hollo                          Health Concerns 

Mary Ann Schroeder              Health Concerns 

Paul & Ruth Fitzenrider              Health Concerns 

Joan Gearing               Health Concerns 

Susie Price                 Health Concerns 

Ion Bova                   Travel  Mercies 

 



 

Let’s f il l the shopping cart! 

(Cash or gift cards are always welcome.  Put “Food Collection” in the memo line of your check.  All 
donations are welcome, the listed items are just a suggestions) 

 

June – Drink mixes – kool-aid, lemonade, crystal lite, etc. 

July – Soaps – bars, dish soap, liquid soap, detergent 

Aug – Baby food & formula 

Sept – Canned meats 

Oct – Soup and Crackers 

Nov – Staples – oil, salt & pepper, spices, noodles, rice, spaghetti sauce, fruit & vegetables 

Dec – Treats – popcorn, chips, cookies, candy, fruit rollups, pretzels, etc.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Worship will begin at 9:30 a.m. on June 4th and be held in the  

     Chapel  

 

 

         Faith Debra Barber was born to Peter and Karen Barber on May 16, 2017.  She 
        is the granddaughter of Jeff and Jane Barber, great granddaughter of Paul and 
        Ruth Fitzenrider, niece and cousin to Meredith Mickey and family, Margaret  
                   Smith and family, Megan Barber and Maureen Barber.    



 
The last Who Is JESUS class will be held 
on June 13 at 2:30. We will do the last two  

         lessons together. Who is Jesus According to the 
         other Abrahamic Faiths and According to  
                 Contemporary Cultural  
                 Interpretation.  (Lessons 8&9)  
 
 
 
Thank you to Beth Sigg for sponsoring the June newsletter. There are still a few 
months available to be a sponsor yet this year, the cost is $15.00.  This enables up to 
print the newsletter in color. 
 

 
 
 
THANKS to all who have donated items to take to Mexico.   
The last day for donations is Sunday JUNE 25th.  (FYI--the reason--we will be sorting and dis-
tributing the stuff among the group for packing on June 28th.) 
At this point we are in most need of 24 count Crayola crayons and dental floss.  Any costume 
jewelry or reading glasses are also always welcome. 
     
 

 
 
 



Committee Minutes 
Session 

On motion:  To affirm the minutes of Session from February, March and April 2017 in the presence of our 
new Moderator of Record, Rev. Tom Emery. So approved. 
 
Pastor Lynn led us in the sacrament of communion on May 7, 2017 and May 21, 2017.     
 
Faith Debra Barber was born to Peter and Karen Barber on May 16, 2017.  She is the granddaughter of Jeff 
and Jane Barber, great granddaughter of Paul and Ruth Fitzenrider, niece and cousin to Meredith Mickey 
and family, Margaret Smith and family, Megan Barber and Maureen Barber.    
 
Lynn Tipton’s father, Ronald Gilmore, passed away on May 6, 2017.  Our condolences go out to the Tipton 
family.  A memorial gift from the church and youth group was given to the family. 
 
Pastor Fausto had cataract surgery on May 25, 2017. 
  
It is time for the nominating committee to begin work.   Two Session members are needed (one to chair), 
and one deacon and one trustee to join the elected nominating committee of Barbara Florke , Tim 
Hutchinson, Marilyn Smith, Morgan Peffley, Sandy Youkers.   Beth, Chuck and/or Marsha will serve as  
Session representatives to the committee.  Rev. Emery suggested that we add a youth member to this  
committee.  

Pastor’s report—Pastor Lynn Bova 

 

 

 

Trustees –Jean Ziegler, liaison 
 

 

 

 

 



Deacons – Chuck Fitzenrider, liaison 

 The deacon’s Mother’s and Father’s Day event was a success.  Everyone enjoyed breakfast 
in bed, which was a reference to both the meal and the bedding plants that the Peffley’s 
generously provided as take home treats for all.  Rich Reid’s family powerpoint made  

      everyone smile, as we consider God’s gift of the love of family. 
 The deacons will connect with the Price family to see how we can support them during 

Susie’s recovery from a head injury. 

 

CE – Jennifer Bates, liaison 

 An open house in the WeKirk sacred space was held on May 10, 2017.  The children  
      enjoyed telling their favorite Godly Play stories to the adults who came to visit. In the next       
      few weeks Kristal and Jenni will be prepping, preparing, cleaning and setting up the stories  
      for next year.   
 Fifty year members received a certificate and were honored and Pastor Lynn recognized 

and thanked volunteers on May 7.  Jeanne Peffley was congratulated for her 50 year  
      tenure. Certificates were mailed to Greg and Helen Reinke who could not attend. 
 Graduates were celebrated on May 21. They include Curtis Richards, Jenni Price, Brey 

Bigley, Braden Frederick and Marilyn Smith’s grandson.  Ann Marckel’s daughter Paige is 
also graduating.  

Summer events include: 
 A drive-in movie night including dinner will be held on June 21 from 5 to 8:00 pm at FPC for 

the children and their friends to attend. 
 The Mexico mission trip will take place from July 15 to 22.   
 Commissioning is on July 9.  Please come and pray and be a part of the sending of this 

group.  The 18 member team is meeting, learning Spanish, preparing skits and other  
      personal gifts to share.  Many thanks to all who continue to support this work, including      
      through donations of requested items--  dental hygiene, crayons, pencils, reading glasses.       
      The last day for the collection is Wednesday, June 28 by 6 pm.  The group will also use  
       memorials for Jack Schubert to purchase gifts to share with individuals we meet.  
 On Wednesday, August 2, the mission team and the Richards family invite all to come for a 

pot luck picnic at their home.  Hear stories and see pictures from the Mexico trip! 
 Barbara Florke and Pam Reid are planning a fall Bible study.  The final session of Who is 

Jesus, led by Pastor Lynn, will incorporate the last two lessons and be held on June 13 at 
2:30 pm. 

 A meeting will be scheduled with the mentors and parents during the latter part of August 
to discuss the Friends and Faith mentor program.    

 Family Fun Fest has been set for Saturday, August 12, 2017 at the YMCA.  Watch for your 
opportunity to volunteer.   

 The Defiance Community Churches VBS is called Kidspirit and will be held on July 12, 29 
and August 9 at St. John UCC (grades 1-5, topic teamwork sports), St. Paul Lutheran 
(grades 1-8, topic creative art) and St. Paul’s UMC (grades 1-5, topic creation care).   There 
is a desire to participate in this again next year. 

 

 
 



Worship/Music—Marsha Karr,  liaison 

 Marsha Karr will prepare communion in June. 

 The group discussed a worship exchange with the UCC church. 

 The bell choir requests that a pew be removed in the center front so they can play there.    

On Motion:  to remove the front center pew, taking care with the cables.  So approved.  This 
will be sent to the property committee to execute.    

Session will continue to think about using the back of the annex, with a couple pews removed, 
for a coffee hour space.   

Vern Kindinger has put up a sign up sheet for special music this summer. Please consider  
sharing your gift! 
 
Pastor Lynn has invited people to share what how they are active outside the church, where 
they see needs in the community and how they see God working in these places.  Jacob Black 
will speak first, on May 28.    

On June 4 we will host a neutral pulpit for a church seeking a pastor.  This pastor will present a 
children’s sermon and preside at communion.  A special request goes out to all children to be 
in attendance that day.  

Church will start at 9:30 am and will be held in the air conditioned chapel, starting June 4. 

Personnel – Beth Sigg, liaison –Joel Youkers, Ann Culver, Charlie Bates  

 

 

 

 

Task group Creative Concepts—Beth Sigg, liaison, plus all interested  Session 
members 
 The group met on Tuesday, May 2 at 5:30 at Northwest Real Estate.  The following summer 

activities were planned. 
 Wednesday, June 21, 5-8 pm—A drive in movie/dinner theater with FPC children and their 

friends.  Lynn will announce this from the pulpit.  Craig and Lora Richards are working on 
the cardboard cars and the child friendly meal.  Kristal Alford will provide crafting  

      materials.    
 Wednesday, August 2—Mexico reunion/potluck at the Richards, to be planned by Lora and 

the Reids.  All are welcome. 
 Sunday, August 20—outdoor worship and picnic potluck at the Putt Putt.  Beth will  
      coordinate publicity for this with Ann and Pastor Lynn.       
 
On motion:  to use the memorials and bequests funds to pay for the Sunday at Putt Putt.  
Cost will be $225 per hour.  So approved.  This price includes all activities except laser tag. 

The group also discussed ideas about ways of caring for our members. 

  



Task group Technology—Jeff Barber, chair  

 Wash lighting on the cross in the chapel was installed recently.  Thanks to those involved in 
this project. 

 

Ministries of the Larger Church 

 Lynn will be ordained as a teaching elder, Minister of the Word and Sacrament on July 2 at 
3 pm at First Presbyterian Church in Perrysburg.  All are welcome to attend and celebrate 
this joyous event with Lynn and her home congregation.  

 Every other year the PCUSA sponsors an event called Big Tent.  This year it takes place in 
St. Louis from July 6-8 and is open to anyone who would like to attend.   

 

On motion: to accept the minutes of Session (April 27, 2017), CE (May 15, 2017), trustees 
(May15, 2017), worship (May 11, 2017), and the pastor’s report.  So approved. 

Other business 
 An informal congregational gathering was held after worship on May 21, 2017.  Session 

asked for input about the mission study, which had been distributed electronically and in 
print form during the previous several weeks.  No objections were voiced.  Further  

      discussion focused on staffing and budget, as we try to figure out our way forward as we  
      prepare to call a pastor and seek financial solvency. Marsha Karr followed up with people            
      who spoke.  Session seeks to listen to what is on people’s hearts and to meet again in an    
      informal gathering before final decisions are made.   
 
 The Mission Study went to the Committee On Ministry on May 23 and got good initial re-

views after a quick look.  COM will act on this next month, at the end of June.      
 
 Session requests that when there is an issue at the church involving an outside group, that 

Pastor Lynn, a Session member, or Ann be contacted first.  They will then initiate commu-
nications with the group through the proper channels.  An issue has come up regarding the 
library’s use of our facility.    

 
 Rev. Tom Emery, Moderator of Record, shared that research shows that churches that 

grow are the ones who have a full time pastor who can go deep with the people.  He  
      suggested that we look at Experiencing God by Blackaby, a study that helps us to know if     
      we are on board with God or just ‘doing’ religion. 
  
 Pam Reid will ask for volunteers to run the PowerPoint this summer.   
  
 Marsha Karr will serve as liturgist during June and Pam Reid during July.  One of them will 

lead devotions at the next Session meeting, which will meet on July 27 at 6 p.m.   
      Rev. Tom Emery led Session in prayer and the meeting was adjourned. 



PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

 

 

Anniversaries                                                                                                                   Birthdays 

06/04 Doug & Jo Parker      06/02 Aubrey Price 

          Tyler & Megan Smith                  Chris Wagner 

06/07 Matt & Rose Hollo      06/10 Benji Price 

06/09 Keith & Natalie Mansfield     06/14 Nick Bischop 

             Andrew & Meredith Mickey     06/22 Pastor Lynn Bova 

06/10 David & Sarah Marshall                  Kayla Thomas 

06/24 Joel & Sandy Youkers      06/24 Megan Smith 

06/28 Zach & Marlee Clay                  Margaret Smith 

         06/26 Zack Clay 

         06/27 Peter Barber 

          


