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We are a Community,  

seeking to be in stride with Christ. 

JANUARY 2019 
NEWSLETTER 

Edition 213 

2019.  Wow, it seems to me that this new millennium is going 

fast!  When I was young, the year 2000 seemed so far away and 

now we are nearly 20 years into it! 

The new year is a time to reflect on priorities, make changes in 

habits and behaviors- some of us have made resolutions about 

these things; some resolutions will stick, others will not. 

Through Advent, I read The Book of Joy,  a really wonderful dis-

cussion between His Holiness, the Dalai Lama and Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu of the Anglican Church of South Africa when they 

met in India together, at the Dalai Lama’s community of exile (by 

the Chinese from Tibet in 1996) for his 80th birthday.   These two 

international religious leaders have become deep spiritual 

friends, they laugh easily together, tease one another and speak 

deeply together about their faith journeys.  In their encounters 

and in their lives at home, they exude and demonstrate joyful liv-

ing, even in the midst of disaster, chaos and trials. 

They describe their way of living as 8 pillars of joy, formed by the 

practice of their faiths: four of the mind and four of the heart, 
that are essential to cultivating a joyful life.”  
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THANK YOU for your GIFT of HOSPITALITY                                                                                       

The pillars of the mind, perspective, humility, humor, and acceptance, and the pillars 

of the heart, forgiveness, gratitude, compassion, and generosity, are not offered as a 

foolproof system to attaining joy. Rather, each pillar represents a trait that one can 

actively practice throughout the duration of his or her life. The Dalai Lama and Arch-

bishop Tutu reiterate several times that joy cannot be cultivated overnight. Also, joy 

will never come to those who actively seek it; Tutu warns that "we cannot pursue joy 

as an end in itself, or we will miss the bus" (p. 303). This is the reason behind the 

eight pillars to joy - they are essentially a road map for living a meaningful and pur-

poseful life. A life defined by a true sense of lasting joy is the byproduct of actively 

practicing the eight pillars to joy.”  (taken from Bookrags website: summary of The 

Book of Joy) 

All you need to do is consider the fruit of the Holy Spirit articulated by Paul in Gala-

tians 5-  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,  gentleness, and 

self-control. 
22-23 …” what happens when we live God’s way? He brings gifts into our lives, much 

the same way that fruit appears in an orchard—things like affection for others, exu-

berance about life, serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of 

compassion in the heart, and a conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and 

people. We find ourselves involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force our 

way in life, able to marshal and direct our energies wisely. 
23-24 Legalism is helpless in bringing this about; it only gets in the way. Among those 

who belong to Christ, everything connected with getting our own way and mindlessly 

responding to what everyone else calls necessities is killed off for good—crucified. 
25-26 Since this is the kind of life we have chosen, the life of the Spirit, let us make 

sure that we do not just hold it as an idea in our heads or a sentiment in our hearts, 

but work out its implications in every detail of our lives. “(Galatians 5: 22-26 as in 

THE MESSAGE)  

 

“Thank you for your very generous Christmas gift to us.  We will certainly put it to good 

use!” 

Pastor Ann and Norman 

 

 

 

 

   PASTORS CORNER, cont. 



 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER — Youth, WeKirk, Choir and Bells start back up 
on Wed. January 9.  The New Wineskins band leads worship on Jan. 6, Epiphany! 

THURSDAY — Jan. 9 the Deacons will meet at 5:15 pm and the Worship Committee 
will meet at 6:30 pm. 

SESSION — is scheduled to meet Jan. 22 (fourth Tuesday) of the month. 

Watch for CLIPBOARDS — about our ministry teams:  do you want to help? Sign 
up! 

PASTOR ANN — taking Continuing Education time at the Calvin College Worship 
Institute Jan. 23-27.  Norman Wasson will be preaching on Jan 27! 

BIBLES and BACON - Jan. 6- join us for a hearty breakfast and intergenerational 
Sunday School led by Megan Barber.  Pancake Craig and Lora Richards, chief cooks. 

DOCTRINE and DONUTS:  Jan. 20 in the 501 Café Room- 9 am. 

 A light breakfast and discussion on faith and Presbyterian beliefs. 

 If you want to purchase the book The Presbyterian Handbook, it is $ 11.00.  

 Our discussion will cover aspects of that book as well as other resources. 

 We hope to continue this discussion into February and March. 

We will dismiss choir members in time for practice. 

SUPPORT GROUPS CALLED “JOB AND FAMILY” - for people needing coping 
skills to monitor anger, keep commitments, etc. have been meeting at our church on 
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings for some time.  They have been very grateful for 
the space and the church’s hospitality toward them.  The leaders have seen productive 
change in the lives of their clients, some of them parolees. 

Their building is now newly remodeled with basement rooms set up for these vital 
group meetings and they have begun meeting there.  They thank us for this space and 
time for these men and women to meet together. 

We have a lot of good space that is mostly unused during the week.  Let’s look for ways 
to extend the hospitality… 

SESSION AND COMMITTEE LEADERS: - Please have your annual reports into 
the office by Jan. 16.  You may email them to office@1presby.com or 
reid400@gmail.com as a Word document and Lou Ann and Pam will put the report 
together for our meeting on Sunday, February 10. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

mailto:office@1presby.com
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A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS  

TO YOU ALL! 

                           In lieu of cards, Pastor Ann and Norm have given a gift to 

                                  Heifer International in your honor – the gift of a llama.    

  

   

 

LLAMAS LEAD TO SELF-RELIANCE 

By buying llama gift donations for charity, you can provide a struggling family 
with a lifetime of opportunities. This donation will provide a llama to a family in 
need, along with training and education in its care. By giving the gift of a llama, 

you can: Provide warmth with clothing and blankets made from dense, soft 
wool. Allow families to purchase medicine with the profits from wool sales. 
Heifer provides llamas and alpacas to families living in high altitudes in the 
Andes Mountains of South America. Few other animals can withstand the 

harsh conditions. The gift of a llama means a child will finally 
get a chance at an education, thanks to the money earned 

from selling the wool. Donating a llama also means a 
family will have an opportunity to provide and care 

for themselves — one step closer to lifting 
themselves out of poverty. 



 
 

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR OUR FRIENDS 

 

 
 

LoisAnn Zimmerman                                Glenn Park    

Joanne Parker                                                                                                                        Glenn Park 

Alton Myers               Glenn Park 

Peg Graham                                                                      Kingsbury House 

Lynn Frey                  The Laurels 

Joan Gearing                                                                                                                                           Health Concerns 

Sheron Lee          Health Concerns 

Ruth Fitzenrider                       Health Concerns 

                    
Prayer  Concerns: Bill Riggs (terminal illness), Bonnie Vinz’ husband Glen (colon cancer), Tom 
Johnson (Joyce’s son).                    

 

       JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  
02 — Loisann Zimmerman                                20 — Maureen Barber 

05 — Jordyn McBride                   20 — James Sigg 

13 — Rich Reid                    21 — Melinda Whitacre 

13 — Linda Wagner                   24 — Evan Bates 

14 — Mike Peffley                   25  - Lynn Peters 

19 — Megan Schubert                   27 — Morgan Smith 

19 — Bobbie Brown                   30 — Morgan Peffley 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

06 — Jim & Karen Straley                        08 — Jeff & Jane Barber

  

Thank you to Ann & Norm Wasson for sponsoring the January newsletter. 
This enables us to print the newsletter in color.  

 

I invite you to consider these 8 pillars as resolutions to live into not just in this new 
year but for the days, weeks, months and years ahead.  As a community of faith, let us 
live out joy together- joy in the Lord, joy in friendship and hope together, joy in ser-
vice.  It is as we tend to our own joy that it will become infectious and we will invite 
others to share it!  - Pastor Ann 

 



HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE JOINT SESSION AND DEACONS MEETING ON  
DECEMBER 11, 2018. 

 
* Session and deacons met together to consider the call to ordained leadership in the church and to  
organize for the new year.  Pastor Ann provided a delicious supper for everyone. 

* Pastor Ann thanked Chuck Fitzenrider and Pam Reid, elders who are going off session. Rich also 
thanked Chuck as his time as liaison to the deacons. 

* The service of installation will be held on Sunday, January 6.  Elders Foyle Solether and Jean Ziegler  
will continue with another term on session, joined by new elders Susan King and Joel Youkers.  Both  
Susan and Joel have previously been ordained.  Deacons Megan Barber, Rich Reid and Marilyn Smith  
will continue with an additional term as deacons.  Nominating committee members are Barbara Florke,  
John Mitchell and Sandy Youkers, as well as Beth Sigg representing session and a deacon to be  
elected.    

* Marsha Karr, Treasurer, reported that over $10,000 in additional pledges for 2019 have been  
received.  The month of November closed in the black and we are doing better than anticipated in  
our 2018 budget, operating at less of a deficit than projected.  ($22,500)   

* Pastor Ann led a review of committee and team work as the various groups told what  
their committees do and what they are looking forward to in 2019.  Session reorganized with 
the following volunteering to lead various groups. 

* Session will meet on the fourth Tuesday at 6 pm, with the possibility that this will need to be 
changed to the third Tuesday.  The deacons will meet on the second Thursday. Marsha Karr was 
reelected treasurer. 

* Pam Reid presented several motions that need to be part of the church record for the year. 
Curtis Richards and Cara Bolley were married by the Rev. Ann Wasson at the church on Sunday,  
Dec. 2, 2018.  Their wedding included the sacrament of communion, with Pastor Ann presiding.  
Congratulations to Curtis and Cara and their families. 

* The clerk will work with Lou Ann in the office to prepare the 2018 Annual Report with the goal of  
transitioning this job back to the office for next year.  Each group is asked to submit a report by  
Wednesday, January 16, preferably as a Word document rather than a pdf, so that they can be  
formatted to fit the whole.  A request will also be made by email. 

* A sweet children’s Christmas program was presented by the WeKirk on Dec. 9.  They shared the 
book, God Bless our Christmas.  Afterward the congregation enjoyed a sumptuous Christmas dinner in 
Fellowship Hall.  Adam Bates shared the book, A Gift from St. Francis, and Santa appeared with greet-
ings for all and gifts for the kids. 

* Margaret and Jeremy Smith have requested that their daughter, Hannah Jane, be baptized. Baptism 
was approved for Sunday, January 13 during worship.  Joel shared that the choir has a special piece of 
music for baptisms.  Pastor Ann will meet to prepare the family and will include siblings Morgan and 
Lauren in the preparation.    

* The Presbyterian Women & Friends hosted a staff appreciation luncheon on December 10 with  
entertainment by the Sensations of Tinora High School and Joel and Norm leading a carol sing on  
piano and harmonica. 

*The next meeting of session will take place on Tuesday, January 22 at 6 p.m. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
 

 

2 
 
AA — noon 

3 
 
Lions — noon 
 
Taekwondo 
6pm 

4 
 
AA —  noon 
 
AA  - 7:30 pm 

5 

6 
Bibles & Bacon 
9:00 am 
Worship  10:15 
In Chapel 
Take down 
Christmas dec-
orations 11:30 

7 
 
AA   12pm 

 

8 
 
Taekwondo   
6 pm 
 

9  
AA — noon  
Dinner 5:30 pm 
Youth, WeKirk 
Choir    6:30 pm 
Bells     8:00 pm 
New Wineskins 
8:30 pm 

10 
Deacons   
5:15 pm 
 
Taekwondo   
6pm 
Worship  
6:30 pm 

11 
 
AA  12 noon 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

12 
 

13 
 
Worship  10:15 
In Sanctuary 
 

14 
AA   12pm 
 
CE  5:30 pm 
 
Friends of the 
Library  
6:15 pm 

15 
 

Taekwondo  
6pm 

16 AA — noon 

Dinner 5:30 pm 
Youth,WeKirk, 
Choir    6:30 pm 
Bells     8:00 pm 
New Wineskins 
8:30 pm 

17 
 
 
Taekwondo 
6 pm 

18 
 
AA  12 noon 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

19 
 
 
 

20 
Worship  10:15 
In Sanctuary 
 
 
 

21 
 
AA   12pm 
 
 

22 
 
Session 6 pm 
 
Taekwondo  6 
pm 

23  AA - noon 

Dinner 5:30 pm 
Youth, WeKirk, 
Choir 6:30 pm 
Bells 8:00 pm 
New Wineskins 
8:30 pm 

24 
 
Taekwondo 
6:00 pm 
 

25 
 
AA  12 noon 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

26 

27 
 
Worship  10:15 
In Sanctuary 

28 
 
AA — noon 

29 

 
Taekwondo 
6 pm 

30 AA - noon 
 
Dinner 5:30 pm 
Youth, WeKirk, 
Choir    6:30 pm 
Bells     8:00 pm 
New Wineskins 
8:30 pm 

31 
 
Taekwondo  
6:00 p 
m 

 
 

 

       

January 2018 



PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 


