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PASTOR’S CORNER 

We are a Community,  

seeking to be in stride with Christ. 

FEBRUARY 2019 
NEWSLETTER 

Edition 213 

 
It doesn’t have to be 

the blue iris, it could be 
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few 

small stones; just 
pay attention, then patch 

a few words together and don’t try 
to make them elaborate, this isn’t 

a contest but the doorway 

into thanks, and a silence in which 

another voice may speak. 

“Praying”, poem by Mary Oliver 1935-2019 

 

Mary Oliver was a spiritual poet, not orthodox in her Christian 
faith, but in her poetry, read carefully, you will find holy truth.  
This poem is not about church prayers, but prayers of the heart,” 
not a contest, but the doorway into thanks, and a silence in which 
another voice may speak.”  Isn’t that true and yet, we make it so 
difficult on ourselves to pray. 
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THANK YOU for your GIFT of HOSPITALITY                                                                                       

 

 

 

I am always struck by how many of us are loathe to pray in public, fearful that our words are not 

enough.  I wonder if we are that loathe to pray at home or at work, or as we walk by the way, by our-

selves, fearful that even when we are all alone, we don’t have the right words, the holy words to speak 

to God.   The medieval mystic Meister Eckhardt wrote- if the only prayer you ever say is “thank you”, 

that is enough. 

My prayer life began on the walk home from school, along the railroad tracks (my parents are both 

gone, so I can confess that), on the days when my neighborhood friends had other after- school activi-

ties and I walked home alone.  Prayer was just preteen and teenage conversation with Jesus, using 

that kind of vocabulary, spoken silently or barely audibly, as I trudged along and noticed what was 

around me.  The simplest, easy words that just came to me as I sought to work out things in my heart 

and mind.  And silence, trying to keep an aware silence, that I might “hear” an assent, a challenge, a 

hope, love. 

There have been days that the prayer has been simply “help!” shouted in a dark room or a quiet 

“thanks” when peace comes.   

We are in the season of Epiphany, when we celebrate how Jesus makes himself seen and known- and 

how we are to respond as disciples.  Then in our quiet, simple prayers, may we hear, see, sense and 

grow more and more to understand God’s call upon our lives.  Practice prayer and you may find it eas-

ier and easier to offer them in the midst of others… 

Another poem- a song from The Mass by Leonard Bernstein  “A Simple Song” 

Sing God a simple song 

Lauda, Laudē (praise)  

Make it up as you go along 

Lauda, Laudē 

Sing like you like to sing 
God loves all simple things 

For God is the simplest of all… 

 

Pastor Ann Wassson                                                             
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ANNUAL MEETING -- of the congregation will be Sunday, Feb. 10 at the end of worship; you will 
receive all but the financial reports this week through the blast.  Financial reports will be part of the 
printed booklet and available next Sunday. 

PW&F FEBRUARY MEETING AND BOOK STUDY—Pastor Ann will lead a discussion about 
the book Everybody Always by Bob Goff.  If you still need a copy, see Sandy Youkers.  The group will 
meet at 11:30 am on Monday, February 11. 

DOCTRINE AND DONUTS – February 17 at 9 am. 

IT’S ALMOST TIME FOR SPAGHETTI—Mark your calendars for the youth group spaghetti sup-
per and carnation auction antics on Sunday, February 17, serving at 5 pm. 

DO YOU RECEIVE YOUR BULLETIN or NEWSLETTER IN THE MAIL? – Please consider 
making a donation to defray the cost of paper and postage.   

INTERESTED IN SERVING ON A COMMITTEE?  If you would like to serve on a committee or 
a team, please sign up on the clipboard that is in the fellowship and welcome area. 

COFFEE HOUR—We meet if you bring a treat!  Sign up on the bulletin board near the sanctuary. 

******************************************************************************************** 

FROM OUR YOUTH—The youth group is pleased to announce YOUTH YARD SALE THREE, 
which will take place in Fellowship Hall on Thursday, June 13.  Please be saving all your good stuff.  
Information will be out soon about where to put it in the church. 

The youth group also requests that you bring your empty detergent bottles (small to medium size) 
starting now.  This will be for the laundry detergent project for next year for Coats for Christmas.  If 
you could wash off or wipe off the OUTSIDE of the bottle and be sure it has a cap, that would be 
much appreciated.  (If there are still any remaining drips of soap inside, it will just become part of 
the new recipe.) Please put the empties on the table in Fellowship Hall and the youth will move 
them.  

The spaghetti supper and youth auction is right around the corner. Mark your calendars for Sunday, 
Feb. 17, serving at 5 pm. Come see what the youth have in store for you this year. Rich will be selling 
tickets to the free dinner on upcoming Wednesdays and Sundays. And thank you for your support of 
the youth group mission work.  

CHEERS TO OUR YOUNG MUSICIANS 

Brysen Bigley and Brandon Morgan recently participated in Solo and Ensemble Contest, represent-
ing Tinora and Defiance, respectively. Brysen sang a solo and played in a brass ensemble. Brandon 
was a member of a brass ensemble as well.  Maybe you’ll be hearing something from them in church 
sometime soon.  

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 



 
 

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR OUR FRIENDS 

 

 

 

LoisAnn Zimmerman    Glenn Park    

Joanne Parker                                                                                                                Glenn Park 

Alton Myers                  Glenn Park 

Lynn Peters                 Glenn Park 

Peg Graham                                                                               Kingsbury House 

Lynn Frey                            The Laurels 

Joan Gearing                                                                                                                Health Concerns 

Sheron  and Jack Lee       Health Concerns 

Ruth Fitzenrider       Health Concerns     

Prayer  Concerns: Bill Riggs (terminal illness), Bonnie Vinz’ husband Glen (colon 

cancer), Tim Shannon (Joyce’s son), Peggy Bates, Mike Price, Karen Straley, Emily 

Stotts (Nancy Blacks Daughter).                    

                  

       FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  
  

07 — Jeanne Peffley                                                                                                 21 —Vic Dunlap 

14 — Howard Puehler                 27 — Susan King 

15 — Gary Argiropoulos                                            28 — Vern  Kindinger 

 

                                  FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES      

20 — Vern & Marty Kindinger  

 

 

Thank you to Jim & Karen Straley for sponsoring the February newsletter. 
This enables us to print the newsletter in color.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PW&F FEBRUARY MEETING AND BOOK STUDY—Pastor Ann will 
lead a discussion about the book Everybody Always by Bob Goff.  If you still 
need a copy, see Sandy Youkers.  The group will meet at 11:30 am on Mon-
day, February 11. 



HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE REGULAR MEETING OF SESSION FOR  
JANUARY, 2019 

 
 
*    Pam Reid was elected clerk.  She is a ruling elder but not a current member of session and will 

have no vote on session business. 

*    The annual meeting of the congregation is February 10 immediately following worship.  Pastor 
Ann would like someone from each reporting group to present highlights of the year. 

*    Hannah Jean Smith was baptized on January 13, 2019 in a beautiful service. 

*    Session will plan to honor members reaching the 50 year mark this spring.  They are Marsha 
Karr, Nancy Meyer and Linda Richards. We are grateful for their faithful presence and the ex-
ample of Christian care that they model. 

*    Pastor Ann reported about building use changes. The Job and Family Services groups are now in 
their new building and thank us for the use of the building these past years.  AA meets four 
times a week and Taekwondo twice a week.  The Lion’s Club meets at the church twice a month.  
The Taekwondo group and the Lion’s Club share storage space and will work out logistics.  The 
youth group uses and wants the ping pong table located in that storage area.    

*    AA Whistlestop meets upstairs will paint their room and replace the ceiling tiles at their own ex-
pense.  They ask that the bulbs be replaced.  They do not want the piano. Session approves. 

*    A financial review for 2018, based on the agreed upon procedures approved in November 2017, 
needs to be completed when possible. 

*    A new copy machine is coming through MT Business Technologies.  A new lease, use and 
maintenance agreement will save money.  Pastor Ann will select black and white imagery for the 
bulletin when possible and anyone who does color copying should choose Auto Color Select for 
more economical pricing.  The company will bring in a new machine for a two week trial period 
and will set it up to print from the computers.    

*    Marsha Karr reports that we have ended the year much better than expected, at roughly a 
$12,000 deficit, which is $23,000 less that anticipated.  Giving is up, utilities were less than ex-
pected, but repairs have cost more than anticipated in some cases.    

*    The deacons are planning a pizza dinner on March 6, Ash Wednesday, before the 6:30 worship 
service.  They are also planning a Maundy Thursday/ Agape Meal on Thursday April 18, 2019 at 
6:30 pm and will continue to plan next month. 

*    The January congregational care team visits are postponed due to weather.  The group is seeing 
many people and taking a small remembrance with them each time. 

*    Kristal is being flexible with the WeKirk curriculum, trying to reach the kids who attend faithful-
ly on Wednesday but who are not able to come on Sunday.  That means that she may sometimes 
double up on a story, use a book in worship and do Godly Play on Wednesday, so that they do 
not miss out on the Bible stories.  She also plans to hold a 15 minute worship service for the chil-
dren each Wednesday during Lent at the beginning of WeKirk.   

*    Kristal will attend the Christian Education conference (APCE) in Galveston, Texas from Feb. 5 – 
9 and will need a sub to assist Jenni in WeKirk on Wednesday, February 6.    

 



SESSION HIGHLIGHS—CONTINUED 

*    The youth group would like to host another sale, Youth Yard Sale Three, on June 13. Please start 
to save your good stuff to donate. They will to use the exercise room to collect and store donations, 
and would also like to sell the unclaimed exercise equipment.  If you donated equipment 
and would like to have it back, let the Reids or Pastor Ann know as soon as possible. 

*    The youth will also continue the laundry detergent project this fall, making soap to give away at Coats 
for Christmas, and are again collecting small to medium size detergent bottles with lids. 

*    The youth will be registering for Triennium soon and are planning for the visit of our Mexican friends 
this summer. Please continue praying that they will be able to get visas to enter our country. 

*    The Reids gave each youth a gratitude jar on Jan. 6, with the idea that they will tune in to God work-
ing around them and write down the good stuff that happens to them on small pieces of paper, for a 
whole year, hopefully establishing this spiritual discipline as a habit that will stick.   

*    The youth are preparing for the spaghetti dinner on February 17 and are taking part in the worship 
service on March 17. 

*    Twenty people met on two Wednesdays to view the film, The Way.  On Sunday, January 27, Pam and 
Rich Reid shared stories and slides about their walk on the Camino de Santiago. 

*    Doctrine & Donuts has been rescheduled for February 17 at 9 am. Pastor Ann will lead this new group, 
which will focus on discussing our faith in Jesus Christ.  She hopes to continue into February and 
March with these discussions and delve into what it means to be Presbyterian.   Anyone who is curi-
ous, thinking about church membership or who just wants a refresher and a chance to talk about liv-
ing out our faith in the 21st century is encouraged to attend. Choir members will be excused in time 
for practice.  The book, The Presbyterian Handbook, will be available for purchase for $11.00.  The 
possibility of a Lenten study, perhaps as part of the Doctrine & Donuts group in March and April, was 
discussed.  Pastor Ann will order the Phillipians devotional for this and will gauge interest.       

*    Bibles & Bacon intergenerational Sunday School continues with a core of dedicated participants, the 
leadership of Megan Barber and the culinary delights of Craig and Lora Richards.  The next meeting is 
Sunday, February 3. 

*    Pastor Ann participated in the Calvin Worship Conference at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, OH on 
January 23 to 27.  The Rev. Norman Wasson preached in her absence. 

*    The worship committee suggests that we put up laminated signs on the outside of the building and on 
the doors of the sanctuary when worship is in the chapel.  The front double doors should be opened 
each Sunday, but they need to be repaired. The front door needs to be shaved down so that it will open 
more easily.  Ann will make the signs.    

*    The personnel committee will send out performance objectives and staff reviews soon. 

*    A 14 foot long sign from the Maumee church is in storage in Toledo and might work for us.     

*    The new video and audio systems have been installed in the sanctuary.  The next project is to remove 
the screen and change lightbulbs while up there.  Thanks to Mike Winners, Jeff Barber and Rich Reid 
for their work on this project. 

*    Snow removal in the parking lot is going well.  Items on the property agenda include tending to the 
stuff dropping from the ceiling in the sanctuary, repairing a leak in the greeting area, installing a lock 
on the Rainbow room, the furnace, elevator, lighting project, and a discussion with Creative Concepts 
and PW&F about what to do with the newly cleaned up old pastor’s study. 

*    Maumee Valley Presbytery will meet at Christ Presbyterian in Toledo on February 19 at 10 am.  Foyle 
Solether will attend as commissioner. If anyone would like to serve on a Presbytery team, please let 
Ann know. 

 



 
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS—CONTINUED 

*    Foyle presented several ideas for men’s fellowship.  He has reserved a boat on Lake Erie for a fishing  
      trip on May 11.  Six people are needed.  Cost is $600.  On June 15 he has set up a day with a game that 
      in-volves shooting clay pigeons.  He also would like to take a group to Auburn, IN to visit the car mu- 
      seums there, perhaps in August.   A repeat of the rocket launch event for youth and adults may be  
      held when the Mexicans visit in July.  
*    Beth Sigg will serve as liturgist and lead devotions in February and Jeff and Jane Barber will open 
      and close the building.  
• The next meeting of session will take place on Tuesday, February 26 at 6 p.m.  

 

Congratulations to our former Pastor, Jack Hess, on his appointment to serve as a Volunteer Chap-
lain for the United States Secret Service in Northern Ohio.  He will be providing supportive care to 
Secret Service employees and their family members in times of need.  Jack is the first person se-
lected in Ohio to fill one of these newly created positions.  Having served multiple Presbyerian 
Churches in various cities, he has ministered to local police, fire and sheriff's departments as well 
as the Indiana State Police.  He is uniquely qualified for this position since he has been serving first 
responders in highly stressful times for more than 48 years.   He will be attending a training session 
in Washington, DC later this month.  Thank you Jack, for your continued service! 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

1 
 
AA —  noon 
 
AA  - 7:30 pm 

2 

3 
Bibles & Bacon 
9:00 am 
 
Worship   
In Chapel  
10:15 am 
 

4 
 
AA   12pm 

 

5 
 
 
Taekwondo   
6 pm 
 

6 
AA — noon  
Dinner 5:30 pm 
Youth, WeKirk 
Choir    6:30 pm 
Bells     8:00 pm 
New Wineskins 
8:30 pm 

7 
Lions—noon 
 
Taekwondo   
6pm 
 
 

8 
 
AA  12 noon 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

9 
 

10 
 
Worship  10:15 
In Sanctuary 
 

11 
 
PW&F   
11:30 am 
 
AA   12pm 
 
CE  5:30 pm 

12 
 

Taekwondo  
6pm 

13   AA — noon 

Dinner 5:30 pm 
Youth,WeKirk, 
Choir    6:30 pm 
Bells     8:00 pm 
New Wineskins 
8:30 pm 

14 
 
 
Deacons   
5:15 pm 
 
Taekwondo 
6 pm 

15 
 
AA  12 noon 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

16 
 
 
 

17    Doctrin &  
Donuts 9:00am 

Worship  10:15 
In Sanctuary 

Spaghetti  
Supper Auction 
5pm 

18 
 
AA   12pm 
 
 

19 
 
 
Taekwondo   
6 pm 

20 AA - noon 

Dinner 5:30 pm 

Youth, WeKirk, 

Choir 6:30 pm 
Bells 8:00 pm 
New Wineskins 
8:30 pm 
 

21 
 
Lions—noon 
 
Taekwondo 
6:00 pm 
 

22 
 
AA  12 noon 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

23 

24 
 
Worship  10:15 
In Sanctuary 

25 
 
AA — noon 

26 

 
Session     6 pm 
 
Taekwondo 
6 pm 

27       AA - noon 
 
Dinner 5:30 pm 
Youth, WeKirk, 
Choir    6:30 pm 
Bells     8:00 pm 
New Wineskins 
8:30 pm 

28 
 
 
Taekwondo  
6:00 pm 
 

 
 

 

       

February 2018 



PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 


