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A Line from Lynn  

We are a community,  

seeking to be in stride with Christ. 

 February 2018   
NEWSLETTER 

Edition 202 

Dear Friends, 

Peace and grace be with you. 

As you may have heard, the Presbyter for Common Life, 
Rev. Susan Meier, is retiring at the end of February 
Council has invited me to become the Interim Temporary 
Presbyter for Common Life beginning February 15th.  
This will mean that my hours here in Defiance will be re-
duced to ¼ time and I will work for the Presbytery ¾ 
time. The session has approved this change in my con-
tract. 

 I will continue to preach on Sundays, moderate the ses-
sion and provide pastoral care for emergencies.  I want to 
assure you that I will continue to work with you and sup-
port your search for a new pastor.  The Pastor Nominat-
ing Committee is working diligently to find the person 
God has called to fill that position. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Lynn Bova 

Congratulations,  
Pastor Lynn!   

From your family here at 
First 

Presbyterian!



 

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

We welcome Lou Ann Begley to FPC Defiance as our 
new Office Manager effective Jan. 24th.  She brings a 
wealth of experience, having worked as an office man-
ager at a construction company and a retail outlet.  She 
also has bookkeeping experience. Lou Ann is no 
stranger to the church--she is married to the Rev. Max 
Begley of Second Baptist Church here in Defiance.  Her 
son is also a pastor.  She is very friendly and a wonder-
ful addition to our church.  She’ll be in the office for 15 
hours a week, but her times are flexible now while she 
is training. Please take a moment to introduce yourself 
to Lou Ann and welcome her! 

 

Contribution envelopes 

If you requested envelopes, they are in the East Entrance.  You will need to put your name on them 

each time you use them.  If you find that you have too many or not enough,  please let Marsha Karr 

know and she can adjust as necessary.   
 
 

Bibles and Bacon is back on Sunday, February 4 at 9 am.   

Come  interact across generations.  Do your part in mutually encouraging each 

other in our faith journeys.   We all LEARN, we all GROW, we are the BODY OF 

CHRIST TOGETHER. 
 

Annual Meeting Time, Sunday, February 11 

Reports of all boards, committees and groups will be shared after worship on Sunday, February 

11.  At this time the session approved 2018 budget will also be presented to the congregation.  Stay 

for coffee fellowship afterward!   
 

Ash Wednesday Worship, Wednesday, February 14 

The day that we are reminded of our impending death and return to ash.  A day that brings us into 

the season of Lent, a time of fasting and penitence.  But this also allows us to be reminded of the 

hope that lives in Christ Jesus. Please join us on Ash Wednesday  for a meal at 5:30 followed by an 

introspective service of worship that will end with the imposition of ashes.  
 

Friends in Faith (WeKirk, Youth and adult mentors) will meet after the Ash Wednesday  

worship service for a special friendship activity. 



 
One Great Hour of Sharing,  stewardship note 
 

During Lent the Presbyterian Church (USA) participates in the One Great Hour of 

Sharing special offering, typically dedicated on Palm Sunday or Easter.  Our 

church joins churches from several other denominations across the nation in tak-

ing up this extra financial support.  Each denomination has committed their share 

of the One Great Hour of Sharing resources to projects and missions.  In the PCUSA, the funds are 

divided between projects and missions under 2 ministries:  Self-Development of People, Presbyte-

rian Disaster Assistance and the Presbyterian Hunger Program. 

We make fish banks available for families to use during Lent. Bulletin inserts and Minutes for Mis-

sion highlight some of the great work done with this special funding.  Information is also available 

at pcusa.org.  We will “catch” the fish banks in a net on Palm Sunday.  

 

Youth Group Spaghetti Dinner and  Shenanigans, February 18, 5:00  

Mark your calendars for the annual Youth Group spaghetti dinner and auction.  Feb. 18, serving 

at 5:00 pm.  What will the youth have in store for you this year?  It will certainly be a great eve-

ning of food and fun and your wonderful support of the youth program here at First Presbyterian.  

Come hear about the plans for our youth participation at AMEN ST. LOUIS this summer.  There 

are still spots available.  Maybe this is the year that you come too!  And thanks from the 

heart for your continued support. 
 
 

Presbyterian Women & Friends invite you to 

share in a movie and book study, February 19, 

starting at 9:30 am 

The PW & F group is reading the book Wonder by R.J. Palacio in preparation for discussion at the 

February meeting, which has been changed to  Feb. 19, so that the group can view the newly re-

leased film version of the book.  Pick up your book from the Rainbow Choir room, read and return 

it so it can be passed on.  Come watch the film, bring a bag lunch and stay to eat and discuss the 

book.  Dessert and beverage will be provided.  Men are welcome too.  See Mary Ann Schroeder if 

you have questions. 
 

Maumee Valley Presbytery Meeting , February 20, 10 am 

to 3 pm   

in Tiffin 

This will be the last meeting for honorably retiring Rev. Susan Meier, Presby-

ter for Common Life.  Plan to come wish her well and celebrate her 40 years of ministry and her 

good work here in our Presbytery.  Please RSVP to our very own Rev. Lynn Bova at 

lynn@maumeevp.org.   The  snow date is February 27.  

 



So what’s a per capita? 

Dear Member of First Presbyterian Church, Defiance, 
 

Session is encouraging you to prayerfully consider paying your per capita this year using .  Like many 
Presbyterians, you may have wondered, “Exactly what does per capita do?” 
 

Per capita is an amount of money per  member (this year, $32.00) that our congregation pays to our 
larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). This money is part of the glue that holds Presbyterians together. 
It is the money that enables us to work with other Presbyterian churches in our presbytery and 
across the country. It is also money that allows us to work with other churches to further the mission 
of Jesus Christ around the world. 

How important is per capita? Here are some examples: 

+ It is how Presbyterians are trained to become better ruling elders, teaching elders and deacons, 
and ministers. 

+ It is how Presbyterians are helped to discern God’s call in their lives. 

+ It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of the wider church by serving on General Assembly 
committees and commissions, regardless of distance or financial resources. 

+ It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of the Church universal as we commit ourselves to 
work and live in fellowship with “all person in every nation” (Book of Order, G-4.0101). 

All Presbyterians are called to take part in the ecclesiastical and administrative work shared by the 
whole church through per capita giving.  First Presbyterian Church Defiance has received an invoice 
for $3624.66 this year.  This year the breakdown is: 

 General Assembly - $7.73 
 Synod of the Covenant - $3.25 
 Maumee Valley Presbytery - $20.00 
 First Presbyterian Church, Defiance – 1.02 (this helps cover the cost of envelopes and stays in 
              Defiance.) 
 

We do not believe in being lone rangers in the PC(USA). We need each other as we work together to 
share the good news of Jesus Christ. As we benefit from the gifts, skills, vision, and ministry of each 
other in this place, so, too, do we benefit from an even wider array of gifts and ministry of our Pres-
byterian brothers and sisters across the church. Your per capita pays for the programs, training, and 
resources that help us work together and discern the mind of Christ for the PC(USA). 
 

Thank you to all of you who have already paid your share of $32.00.  By contributing your portion of 
per capita, you have freed up dollars in our regular budget for the work of our congregation in this 
community. If you have not yet contributed, we hope you will consider doing so.  Feel free to use the 
envelope you received in a recent mailing  or your regular way of contributing! 
 

In Christ’s service, 

Your Session   

Chuck Fitzenrider, Pam Reid, Jean Ziegler, Marsha Karr, Nancy Meyer, Craig Richards and Beth Sigg 



  
   February Birthdays February 

Anniversaries 

            Special Prayers for Our Friends  
Betty Hill                          Glenn Park 

LoisAnn Zimmerman                  Glenn Park 

Joanne Parker                                                                            Glenn Park 

Leora Myers                                                                             Kingsbury House 

Peg Graham           Kingsbury House 

Betty Seibel                                                                             The Laurels 

Sheron Lee                                                                                         The Laurels 

Joan Gearing                  Health Concerns 

Wednesday dinner captains                               Coffee Fellowship

A reminder about the HIPAA Privacy Rules 

The church is not informed if you are hospitalized or if you move into a care facility.   

Even though they may ask your religious preference, they do not call the church.  

So please ask someone to call to let us know. We care about you! 

Thank you to Ann Small  for sponsoring the February newsletter.   

This enables us to print the newsletter in color.  

There are a few more  months open.  Sign up on the bulletin board if you’d like to 

support this ministry. 

 
THANK YOU for your GIFT of HOSPITALITY                                                                                                                  



 Your Session and Boards Report  
 

Many items of interest from session, boards and committees about our life together in the church 

are highlighted in specific announcements in this newsletter.  In this section you can read about 

other topics being discussed in planning meetings.  If you have any ideas to add, please contact 

Pastor Lynn or any session member.  If you would like to see the official minutes, contact Pam 

Reid, Clerk.  
    

Other Topics of interest from Session and Board meetings 
Session -- Pam Reid, Clerk 

Pastor’s Report --Rev. Lynn Bova 

Treasurer’s Report--Marsha Karr 

Deacons--Chuck Fitzenrider, Session liaison, Rich Reid, Moderator 



ry.  
 

Christian Education--Craig Richards, Session liaison, Lora Richards, Moderator  

Worship/Music--Marsha Karr, Moderator and Session liaison 



Personnel--Beth Sigg, Session liaison 
 as office manager. 

 

Creative Concepts--Jean Ziegler, Session liaison 

 

Property--Foyle Solether, Session liaison 

 

Finance--Nancy Meyer, Session liaison 

 

Ministries of the Larger Church 


