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PASTOR’S CORNER 

We are a Community,  

seeking to be in stride with Christ. 

August 2019 
NEWSLETTER 

Edition 219 

A Thursday in July warmed my heart, not just my body! 

We had an afternoon crew of 5 gathered to do yard work to 

trim bushes, upgrade the beds and put on fresh mulch.  It 

was a job that took all afternoon into the evening when 2 

more workers finished the job.  Doesn’t it all look so very 

nice!   The following week, the youth painted the play equip-

ment and that mulch was freshened.  The playground looks 

marvelous! 

While we were working, a couple families from the neighbor-
hood came by to play on the play- ground but left quickly 
seeing the work that was being done.  They have told me that 
the kids play there regularly and planned to return when the 
work was done.  One young mother and baby stopped by to 
chat and thank us for the playground for the neighborhood. 

That same afternoon some of us happened to gather for mu-
tual support as we tended to church office chores.  Then the 
Deacons met to discuss their hospitality, calling, fellowship 
and outreach ministries.  As they met, the Tae Kwon Do 
group was gathering in Fellowship Hall for their lively class 
and down the hall from the deacons, in the 501 Café, a wom-
en’s support group gathered with someone watching children  

 



THANK YOU for your GIFT of HOSPITALITY                                                                                       

children at play in the nursery.  This group is an off-shoot of the House of Ruth and 

seeks to reach out to women for mutual support; it has been off to a slow start, Ses-

sion approved the use of the room for their gatherings this spring, and that night 

was the first I’d seen several women come to meet together.  I prayed a prayer of 

thanks for that!   

All this is the church at work- and it was gratifying to witness it.  The more folks feel 

welcome to lend their ideas and service, their hearts and hands, the more that goes 

on for the sake of community within our walls and in our yard, the more we are in 

ministry. 

Our ministry with Mexico also flourished in July.  My heart is full of love and hope, 

having met these brothers and sisters for the first time for me.  Yes, we were busy, 

but the outpouring of affection between us is palpable.  They celebrated the love 

you have for God and God’s will as it has been lavished upon them- and their love 

for God poured out for us is a joy to witness. 

This too is the church at work in the world.  You have made possible this reunion, 

the high (and hot) spiritual experience of the young people from our church and 

from Mexico at Triennium, as well as continuing ministry of education for young 

people in the Yucatan.  You can see the fruits of your gifts in Pepe, Damaris and 

others, who have made something of their education and training to benefit the 

communities where they live and move and have their beings.  We can celebrate 

with Lisseth that she is able to attend a very prestigious secondary school because 

of her drive and ambition to thrive.  Thanks be to God. 

Yes, we were certainly busy in July- and we aren’t that busy here every week, or af-

ternoon or evening, but we are a place of welcome and it is my hope that we can 

work to share that hospitality farther and farther for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

Grace and peace,  

Pastor Ann 

Dates and plans: 

Aug 1 - 6:30 Worship Committee 

Aug 3 - Fellowship hall rented 6:00 — 9:00 pm. 

Aug 8 - Deacons 5:15 pm 

Sunday Aug 11 – The Rev. David Montgomery, Toledo Campus Ministry, preaching. 

Sunday, Aug 18 - The Rev. Matt Meinke, General Presbyter, preaching and presid-

ing at communion. 

Aug 19 - Christian Ed 5:30 pm 

Aug 27 - Session 6 pm 

Aug 29 - Defiance Beer and Hymns- details TBA 

   PASTORS CORNER, cont. 



News and Notes: 
A great big thank you to Rich and Pam Reid, without whom our visit from our Mexican 

friends could not have happened.  Rich may need voice rest after doing double duty as 

translator!  Pam is planner extraordinaire and we had a full week of activity and fellow-

ship for all involved. 

We had a great team to paint the playground equipment. We had a fantastic trip to 

Youth Triennium – more to come on that this fall, once we all catch our collective breath. 

A great big thank you to the Solethers, Blacks, Browns, Richards, Dunlaps, Barbers and 

Bates families for hospitality, transportation and meals during the visit.  We also need to 

thank Melinda Puehler Whitacre for her cupcake class, Karen Straley and Mike Winners 

for music demonstrations, to the New Wineskins band and Martie Kindinger for leading 

our worship in music, to the team who set up and cleaned up at Putt- Putt,  to Adam 

Bates and Shannan Zipfel, Curtis and Cara Richards, and Heidi Long, for being the adult 

chaperones on the youth trip to Cedar Point.  If I missed anyone, please let me know 

(Pastor Ann, that is).  It has been a whirlwind of activity.  Not only church folk, but many 

in the community made this visit memorable for our visitors in conducting tours and in-

viting them into projects around the area. 

Our trip to the Toledo Museum of Art and Glass Works was enhanced by Dr. Marie 

Louden-Hanes, art professor at Univ of Findlay (and a Presbyterian) who led us on a 

tour of major works and special exhibits. 

We have been hard at work on the church grounds.  One of Foyle’s gifts to the church is 

weekly lawn care.  We can help by pulling weeds as we see them.  Marilyn keeps up with 

the rose garden and Marsha sees that the flower pots are watered. 

Work on the Ensign house to prepare it to rent continues.  The bathroom has been up-

dated and painting proceeds. There will be some work on flooring to come.  Our former 

tenants kept the house in good shape for the long term.  These repairs and updates are 

normal wear and tear over time. 

This fall watch for opportunities to serve on a team - Creation Care, Christian Education, 

Getting prepped for hosting Presbytery.  Of course, we will be getting ready to plan for 

Coats for Christmas.  Consider how you can help. 

Choir, bells and band will get up and running again- all these groups are always looking 

for new voices, instrumentalists, hands and hearts. 

Wednesday night suppers and activities get into gear beginning Sept 11- if you aren’t on a 

cooking team and desire to be, let Rich Reid know. 

Always more to come… 

 



 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

   LoisAnn Zimmerman                                                                           Glenn Park 

   Lynn Peters                                                 Glenn Park 

   Alton Myers                                                  Glenn Park 

   Peg Graham                                                                                       Kingsbury House  

   Joan Gearing                                                                                     Health Concerns 

   Sheron  and Jack Lee                               Health Concerns 

   Ruth Fitzenrider                             Health Concerns     

   Wilma Sponsler                              Health Concerns 

   Cathy Smith                   Health Concerns 

   Ed Bowser             Health Conserns 

Prayer Concerns: Bill Riggs (terminal illness), Scott Harris, Scott Solether, Larry Florke, 
Janice Johanson, Dale Meier, Jack Hess,  Zoe Scott, Joy Barber, Whitney Wasson Grinder. 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
   01 — Hannah Phillips                             26 — Jeff Barber 

   14 — Phil Fitzenrider                                                                                   29 — Megan Puehler 

   21 — Marc McBride                                                                   28 – Bob Hanna 

   22 — Ella Sigg                                                                                                             

      

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
  09 — Sandy & Vic Dunlap                29 — Barb & Larry Florke 

   14 — Floyd & Ann Culver                      30 — Rich & Pam Reid 

    

Thank you to Ann & Floyd Culver and Marsha Karr for sponsoring  

the August newsletter. This enables us to print the newsletter in color.  
 

  PW MARK YOUR CALENDER: we will meet Monday Sept. 9 at 11:30 am,  

  with the local interest program Music and Arts in Defiance. The speaker will 

  be Peg McDonald, marketing director DCCC.  There will be a potluck meal,  

  with drinks and meat provided. Marilyn Smith contact person. 



 

 

 



 

 

Sun 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Women’s  
Support Group 
5:30 pm 

Taekwondo 
6 pm 

Worship Com-
mittee 6:30 pm 

2 
 
AA  - noon 
 
 
 
AA  - 7:00 pm 

3 
 
David Sherry 
Fellowship 
Hall  6 - 9 

4 

Worship   9:30 
In Chapel 

AA  - 2:00  

 

5 
 
AA  - noon 
 

 

6 
 
 
 
 
Taekwondo   
6 pm 
 

7 

AA  - noon 

 

8 

Deacons   
 5:15 pm 

 
Taekwondo   
6pm 
 

9 
 
AA  -  noon 
 
 

AA  7:30 pm 

 

10 

 

11 
Worship  9:30 
In Chapel 

Rev. David 
Montgomery 

AA  - 2:00 

 

12    

AA  -  12 noon 

 

 

13 

 

 

Taekwondo 
6 pm 
 

14 

AA — noon 

 

 
 

15 

Lion’s Club 
Noon 

 
 
Taekwondo 
6 pm 

16 
 

AA  -  noon 

 
 
AA  7:30 pm 
 

17 
 

18 

Worship  9:30 

In Chapel 

Rev. Matt 

Meinke 

AA  - 2:00 

19 

AA  - noon 

 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
Taekwondo   
6 pm 

21 

AA - noon 

22 
 
 
 
Taekwondo 
6:00 pm 
 

23 

AA  - noon 
 
 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

 

24 

 

25 

Worship  9:30 
In Chapel 

AA  - 2:00 

 

26 
AA — noon 

27 

 
 
 
 
Taekwondo 
6 pm 

28 

AA  - noon 
 
 

29 
 
Taekwondo 
6pm 
 
Beer & Hymns 
7:00 pm 

30 

AA  - noon 

 

 

AA  7:30 pm 

31 

       

August 2019 



PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 


