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PASTOR’S CORNER 

We are a Community,  

seeking to be in stride with Christ. 

APRIL 2019 
NEWSLETTER 

Edition 215 

Holy Week has always been a busy time of year for me, but also one packed 

with meaning and spiritual significance.  I enjoy planning and being part of 

Palm Sunday worship, Maundy Thursday supper and Good Friday Tene-

brae.  When I served a Lutheran congregation one year, we had a brief Sat-

urday night vigil at the church, complete with an Easter bonfire and candle 

procession to the sanctuary to await the good news “Christ is Risen”!  Easter 

Sunrise services with breakfast before the “big” worship service are also an 

important part of my spiritual nurture. 

This year, we will have a parade on Palm Sunday and participate in the 

joyous entry of Jesus and his disciples into Jerusalem!  I hope all of you who 

are able will walk the parade route with me.  The rest of you- I hope- will 

celebrate from your seats the good news that Jesus saves! 

Between parades ,let’s find ways to remember and ponder Jesus’ teachings 
in the Temple, the overturning of the money changers’ tables, the intimate 
meals with friends, including the Last Supper and prayer in the garden.  
Then betrayal- denial- trial- sentence- Crucify.  You might want to read 
Luke 19 to the end and consider all that happens.   The second parade is the 
Via dolorosa, the way of sorrows, and is a decidedly different parade than 
the one on Palm Sunday.  At our Agape meal, we will experience the mean 
and somber mood as Jesus goes to Golgotha (Calvary). 

On Maundy Thursday, we will gather for the Agape Meal, which will in-
clude remembrance of Jesus’ commandment to love, and the length to 
which God in Jesus Christ loves us.  We will follow Jesus on the 2nd parade, 
the Via Dolorosa by reading the Scriptures together.  The meal with be 
hearty enough to be supper and the service will feed our faith. 

 



THANK YOU for your GIFT of HOSPITALITY                                                                                       

 

 

You are invited to participate in the Community Good Friday Service at St. Paul United Method-

ist Church from noon to 3 pm.  I understand it is a drop- in service; to stay as long as you wish. 

I have come to believe that if we travel both parades, remembering the events of Palm Sunday, Pas-

sion Week and Good Friday, we have a deeper connection to and a more joyous Easter Sunday.  We 

can get a better sense of what the women experienced at the empty tomb as well as what awaited them 

and the rest of Jesus’ friends as they meet him alive!  Our worship service Easter Sunday is planned to 

be a lively celebration of new life in Jesus Christ.  I hope you can be there!  

Peace to you on your Lenten journey- 

Pastor Ann 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:  to be received Sunday, April 14.   Coin boxes are at our Wed 

meals. As you know there is always a need- with the terrible tornado in Beauregard AL and the flood-

ing in Nebraska, Iowa and Missouri, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is already on the ground to help 

with long term recovery.  The Presbyterian Hunger Program doesn’t just hand out food but works to 

alleviate systematic causes of poverty worldwide.  Self-Development of People (SDOP) enters into 

partnerships with community groups of low-income people who want to change their lives and com-

munities; SDOP receives and reviews grant applications year-round.  

MISSION MATTERS LOCALLY:  Our 4 county chapter of NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 

Illness) is having a fundraiser to help underwrite its free classes and support network for those living 

with mental illness and caring for people with mental illness.  This is an active group with a significant 

outreach. Pastor Ann is a member of the board of directors for this volunteer agency. Fundraiser is a 

MEAT RAFFLE.  The winners receive one of the following prizes:  ½ hog in standard cuts (2 prizes), 

a Jacob’s Meats meat package or an Edgerton Meats meat package.  Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $20. 

Contact Pastor Ann if you wish to purchase tickets.  The drawing is May 15.  If you win, you will be 

notified by phone and email. 

FROM Janet Engler at NOCAC- Family child care providers are needed in your community to 

provide care for low income families. There are families in your community who need your help to 

keep their jobs and/or attend school. They desperately need dependable child care. The number of 

licensed family child care centers and homes are dwindling, leaving these families with limited op-

tions for safe, affordable, and loving environments. State funding is available to low income fami-

lies to help defer the cost of child care in licensed centers and homes. Northwestern Ohio Com-

munity Action Commission (NOCAC) can assist individuals who are wanting to help fill this void. 

Please consider this opportunity of becoming a licensed family child care home provider. Why 

licensed? Reliable weekly pay, being your own boss, having the freedom of staying home with 

your own children, and helping low income families in your community. Please contact Publicly 

Funded Child Care at NOCAC, 419-784-2150 ext. 1131. 

   PASTORS CORNER, cont. 



  PASTOR’S CORNER, CONT. 

FROM CASA: Court Appointed Special Advocates for children in the court system. Northwest Ohio Affiliate staff 

people have been having coffee with folks around the 4 county region to get the word out that volunteers are needed 

to help abused and neglected children through the court system.  The volunteers are trained how to advocate for a 

child going through the foster system either back to their original family, who have fulfilled certain obligations, or 

to a forever adoptive home.  There is a 6- week (one evening a week) training module and then you may be with a 

case for 18 months to 2 years on average- after initial introductory work and meetings when assigned a case, you 

may spend 2 hours a month or so in follow-through.  So your casework can be tailored around your work schedule 

or vacation plans. Adult volunteers of all ages are needed.  With a CASA volunteer, a child is half as likely to lan-

guish in the foster care and child welfare system and that much more likely to find a safe permanent home. For 

more information contact Allma Miller, www.nwocasa.com or 419-592-9455. 

“ANNOUNCEMENTS ABOUT OUR LIFE TOGETHER” 

THURSDAY, APRIL 4- Defiance Choral Union concert, 7 pm at St. John UCC. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 6 - Northwesternaires Show at Defiance Auditorium, 2 pm and 7:30 pm.  

HUNGRY FOR THE WORD?  Bibles and Bacon again next Sunday, April 7 at 9 am, come for breakfast 
by Pancake Craig and study led by Megan Barber. Worship is in the chapel at 10:15 am. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN AND FRIENDS - will meet April 8 at 12:30.  Dessert will be served by 
Group 2.   A bible study “God With Us... will be led by Pastor Ann, Sandy Dunlap, and Ann Small.  All are 
welcome 

OUR ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING - will be received on April 14.  You can use the 
envelopes in the pews or mark your check OGHS.  The Fish banks will be on the table at Wednesday night 
suppers to receive your donations.  36% of the offering goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, 32 % 
each to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and the Self Development of People project. 

WED APRIL 17 6 PM  CREATIVE CONCEPTS - meeting: May 8 Fellowship Meal and Putt Putt are 
main items on the agenda. 

AGAPE MEAL - Maundy Thursday, April 18, 6:30 pm, soup and some other foods provided; please 
bring a FINGER FOOD to share; if possible, on 4 small plates for easy serving. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF MAUMEE VALLEY PRESBYTERY - invite us all to the 
Spring Gathering on Saturday April 27, at First Church, Bowling Green, Ohio. Meeting begins at 9 am 
with registration ($ 8).  Our PW&F has received the materials for registration.  10:15 am: Viewing of the 
PDA Story Productions video “Trigger:  The Ripple Effect of Gun Violence.”  (Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance film). The Gathering continues after the movie with lunch, program and business meeting. 

PROPERTY TEAM ANNOUNCES THURSDAYS IN MAY - An opportunity to help clean up the 
church yard and do some projects inside and outside the building.  Every Thursday in May from about 
5:30- 8 pm.  Save the dates! 

 

http://www.nwocasa.com


 
 

“ANNOUNCEMENTS ABOUT OUR LIFE TOGETHER” 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP EVENTS: 

May 11 Fishing Trip - contact Foyle if you are interested. 
June 15: Clay Pigeon Sporting Event - contact Foyle if interested. 
Another Rocket event is being planned as well. 

OPENING AND CLOSING THE CHURCH - there are spaces on our schedule for being a litur-
gist.  IF you can help even a Sunday or two, especially this summer, please contact Pastor Ann or 
Marsha Karr. 

COFFEE HOUR—We meet if you bring a treat! Sign up on the bulletin board near the sanctuary. 

THESE DAYS - is a daily devotional published by the PCUSA.  Thank you, Ann Small, for spon-
soring these booklets. They are available in the greeting area on the main level.  If we run out, we 
will order some more. 

MONTHLY SHOPPING CART – April: canned fruit, pudding, jello. 

IF YOU HAVE - a family member graduating from anywhere this year, please 

 

 let Lou 
Ann in 
the of-
fice or 
Pam Reid know. We’ll share that information when we honor grads in the spring 

 

 

 

OUR THEME THIS LENT HAS BEEN:  LIVING THE 10 COMMANDMENTS: BECOM-
ING A EUCHARISTIC PEOPLE- Understanding the 10 command-
ments not simply as law that must be obeyed, but also as a gift from God 
so that we may thrive, create community and be the children of the living 
God we were intended to be; our worship is a thankful response to the gift 
of salvation and includes living out these commandments. 

The song with adaptation by Julie and Tim Smith: 

Make us a Eucharistic People in everything we are…refrain 

Make us a gospel living people in everything we are…refrain 

Make us a kingdom-seeking people in everything we are…refrain 

Make us a resurrection people in everything we are…refrain 

Make us a justice loving people in everything we are…refrain 

Refrain:  Make us an ever-lasting gift with grateful hearts we lift, our lives in thanksgiving! Amen! 



 
 

SPECIAL PRAYERS FOR OUR FRIENDS 

 

 

LoisAnn Zimmerman                                                   

Glenn Park    

Lynn Peters                               Glenn Park 

Alton Myers                  Glenn Park 

Peg Graham                                                                               Kingsbury House 

Joan Gearing                                                                                                                Health Concerns 

Sheron  and Jack Lee       Health Concerns 

Ruth Fitzenrider       Health Concerns     

Wilma Sponsler       Health Concerns 

Cathy Smith                                      Health Concerns 

Prayer  Concerns: Bill Riggs (terminal illness), Bonnie Vinz’ husband Glen (colon 

cancer), Tim Shannon (Joyce’s son), Mike Price, Scott Harris (Pastor Ann’s young 

friend) Nancy Black, Scott Solether.       

             

                APRIL BIRTHDAYS  
01 — Jeremy Smith    16 — Kathryn McBride 

06 — Wilma Sponsler   17 — Barbara Florke 

07 — Martie Kindinger   21 – Marsha Karr 

13 — Floyd Culver    21 — Nancy Meyer 

14 — Kaycie McBride   26 — Karen Solether 

14 — Kathy Schubert   30 — Carlie Bates 

       

                         APRIL ANNIVERSARIES      

13  - Hannah & Jake Phillips 

15  - Pam & Marty Retcher 

17 - Paul & Ruth Fitzenrider 

28  - Charlie & Jennifer Bates  

 

 

Thank you to Norm and Ann Wasson & Jean Ziegler for sponsoring the April 
newsletter. This enables us to print the newsletter in color.  

 

 
IN NEED OF EMPTY DETERGENT BOTTLES 

The youth group plans to make laundry detergent to distribute at Coats for Christmas again 
next year.  Please bring your empty detergent containers to the youth room.  Any size is ok, but 
the small to medium containers are best.  Please wipe off just the outside of the containers, if 
you can.  Detergent left inside will become part of our recipe!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Summer Camp Calendar at KIRKMONT CENTER (kirkmontcenter.org) 

 You and Me Camp . . . . . June 8-9. . . . . . . . $65 per person            *Adventure Camp . . . . . . July 14-19. . . . . . . . . . $420 per person 

 Quilt Camp 1 . . . . . . . . . .June 9-14. . . . . . . $370 per person          *Discovery Camp . . . . . . .July 14-19. . . . . . . . . . $420 per person 

 Frontier Camp . . . . . . . . .June 16-20. . . . . .$370 per person            Kids Camp . . . . . . . . . . . July 18-20. . . . . . . . . . $150 per person 

 Beginners Camp . . . . . . . June 16-19. . . . . . $260 per person           Quilt Camp 2 . . . . . . . . . .July 21-26. . . . . . . . . .$370 per person 

 PYC Junior Camp . . . . . . June 23-29. . . . . .$420 per person         *Adventure Camp . . . . . . July 21-26. . . . . . . . . .$420 per person 

 PYC Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 23-29. . . . .$420 per person         *Sports Camp . . . . . . . . . . July 21-26. . . . . . . . . .$420 per person 

 Camp Rejoice . . . . . . . . . .  July 7-13. . . . . . .$420 per person           Family Camp . . . . . . . . . .August 2-4. . . . . . . . . . $75 per person 

 Discovery Camp . . . . . . . . .July 14-19. . . . . .$420 per person        * $ 75 more for horseback riding option 

Some information on popular options: 

 You & Me Camp (kids ages 3-10, with an adult) 

June 8-9 . . . . . . . . . . . Camp Fee $65 per person 

Make some memories with your favorite young person (ages 3-10) by heading to Kirkmont for an overnight stay filled with adven-
tures in music, crafts, hiking, fishing, swimming and campfire fun. Round out the experience with an overnight stay in the Cabins 
and be prepared to make memories to last a lifetime. 

 Camp Rejoice  

(Grades Completed 3-12) July 7-13...... Camp Fee $420.00 Kirkmont’s largest camp is open to youth who   have completed 3rd 

to12th grade and promises fun for all ages. Camp Rejoice is an opportunity for young people to grow in faith while engaging in all 

the usual great Kirkmont fun activities, such as swimming, crafts, devotions, campfire vespers, canoeing and paddling, and cage 

ball, just to name a few! Bible study and worship round out the schedule, and older campers will participate in a candlelit laby-

rinth walk. Camp Rejoice also features two unique service elements that help illustrate the importance of seeing all of our bless-

ings and giving back. Past service projects have included planting trees, habitat restoration and clearing the beloved trails of Kirk-

mont. Senior-High participants are treated to canoeing on the Mad River and a daytrip to Indian Lake. The joy in this journey will 

only be experienced if you come to Camp Rejoice! 

For more information, see the website.  The Christian Ed committee can help with some financing if  

needed. 



Highlights from the regular meeting of session on March 26, 2019 

From your clerk        

*    The minutes and the church registry were reviewed on March 9, 2019 and found to be in good order. 
A financial review will need to be done and included in the minutes this year. 

*    The congregation celebrates the birth of Zoe Ann Stotts, daughter of Emily and Joe Stotts, grand-
daughter of Nancy Black, niece of Jacob and great granddaughter of Donna Black.  Zoe was born on 
March 3, 2019.  Zoe has two adoring brothers, as well.   

From Pastor Ann      

*    PW & F have agreed to provide lunch on Feb. 28, 2020, so we will host the meeting of the Maumee 
Valley Presbytery that day.  The whole church can be involved in preparation for this event.    

From your treasurer 

*    Our commitment to Maumee Valley Presbytery is paid in full at the beginning of the year and Mar-
sha was able to purchase postage for the year before the price increased.     

From the Deacons--Craig Richards, winter liaison     

• The Family Fun Fest is part of Defiance Riverfest this year, on Saturday July 20 from 4-7 pm.  Craig 
Richards will take the Reid games distribute to various agencies for their use that evening.  No vol-
unteers will be needed to run games this year. 

• Coats for Christmas : we have close to 100 children’s coats (with about 15 sets of hats/gloves) al-
ready from purchases through Deacons, We Kirk and our intrepid shopper, Sue King.  

*    The Maundy Thursday/ Agape Meal worship service will start at 6:30 on April 18.  The deacon 

team will meet at 1:30 pm to set up.  The congregation is asked to bring non dessert type finger 

foods, plated and ready to serve.  Pastor Ann is planning the worship portion of the evening. 

From Christian Education--Craig Richards      

*    About five children regularly attend WeKirk.  Kristal has been focusing lessons on the idea of loving 
one another and being kind to one another, to help the children work on this skill in their interac-
tions with each other. 

*    The youth presented their reflections on the trip to St. Louis  (AMEN House, General Assembly and 
as part of the Hands and Feet Initiative of the PCUSA) during worship on Sunday, March 17.  The 
youth who attended the Presbytery retreat in the fall also spoke. They were well received.  Also de-
buted was the video advertisement for the Youth Yard Sale 3 (concept Brandon Morgan and Seth 
Erford, editing by Brandon) and a slide show about the summer and fall retreat.  Brysen Bigley sang 
during the offertory. 

      *    Lora and Chloe will lead an upcoming youth group evening on April 24. 
*    Chloe’s graduation will be celebrated on May 19 during worship and with a coffee hour reception 

afterward.  Pam will handle the reception, which will also honor our 50 year members.    
*    We discussed possible activities during the time the Mexicans are here that speak to the interests of 

the visiting group and that include/involve as many people from the congregation as possible.  
There will be 4 seats available in the rental van anytime the group goes anywhere.  Lisseth and 
Pame are studying English intensely and have a drive to communicate with all of us.  The girls will 
arrive on July 12, will be present for the commissioning service on July 14, and will then attend Tri-
ennium July 16-20.  Fausto, Pepe, Norma, Isaac, Ruth, Mike and Isai will arrive on July 20.  The 
group will be in Defiance until July 28, will travel to Columbus on July 29 and fly home early July 
30.  A meeting for anyone who has an idea for an activity or who is interested in helping to plan for 
the visit will be held on Wednesday, May 8, immediately after the Celebration dinner.  
 

 



SESSION HIGHLIGHS—CONTINUED 

*    The next meeting of CE will be May 20 at 5:30. All are welcome. 

From Worship and Music--Marsha Karr    
*    Worship services will move upstairs on June 2 with a 9:30 start, and back down on September 8 at 

10:30.   
*    The Johnny Appleseed Festival at Auglaize Village will take place on Oct. 6 and we plan to worship 

there that day in conjunction with the United Church of Christ. The entry costs for the day will be 
covered by the churches.  It will be fine to picnic there afterward.     

From Personnel –Joel Youkers    
*    All staff have received questions for self-evaluation, their responses have been reviewed, and the 

personnel team will meet with them to discuss these responses and to establish goals for next year.     

From Creative Concepts--Jean Ziegler, Susan King, Beth Sigg 
*    A celebration of families will be held on May 8.  The group will meet on April 17 at 6 pm to plan. 

From Property—Foyle Solether 
*    Work nights for spring spruce up will take place each Thursday during May, starting at 5:30 pm.   

*    We have a new sign, gift from FPC Maumee we hope to use at corner of 5th and Washington.  Beth 
will find out about city regulations regarding sign placement.  If the way is clear, we will install in 
May during one of the Thursday night work sessions.  Rich Reid has a plan to repair the other 
sign.   

*    Gutter guards and shingles were displaced from the Ensign house in a recent storm.  Beth will call 
Tri County.  The washer has been replaced with a new one from C Stephens.   

*    Julie Brown and friends are doing a service day in honor of Mary Ann Schroeder on May 4. 

From Finance and Stewardship--Nancy Meyer and Susan King   
*    The church is registered on the Stewardship Navigator, which is an online resource.  The group 

will start to meet again once Marsha is finished with tax season. 

Ministries of the Larger Church 
*    The One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be received on Palm Sunday.  
*    The next Presbytery meeting will be held on May 21 at Waterville at 3:00 pm. Marsha or Joel will 
*    attend as our commissioner.    

Other business 
*    The Mission to the USA team (Pastor Ann, Norm Wasson, Pam Reid) met and completed an appli-

cation to host a church worker from another country in the fall of 2020. Seven people from 
churches in the reformed tradition will be invited and will itinerate in the Synod of the Covenant, 
with includes Ohio and Michigan. Hosting churches will be asked to contribute $650 toward travel 
expenses and incidentals.  Session approved submitting the application for 2020. 

*    Foyle continues to plan various men’s fellowship events.  There will be a fishing trip on Lake Erie 
on May 11.  There are enough men interested to require two boats.   A sport clay shooting event is 
planned for June 15, and a repeat of the rocket launch evening will likely be held when the Mexi-
cans are here.   Tuesday night at the Camp Lakota might work.  

*    Plan to attend Hello Dolly on April 25-28 to cheer on Pastor Ann and Norm!       
 



   
 

A Spendthrift Lover is the Lord who never counts the cost 
Or asks if heaven can afford to woo a world that’s lost. 
Our lover tosses coins of gold across the midnight skies 

And stokes the sun against the cold to warm us when we rise. 
 

Still more is spend in blood and tears to win the human heart, 
To overcome the violent fears that drive the world apart. 

Behold the bruised and thorn-crowned face of one who bears or scars 
And empties out the wealth of grace that’s hinted by the stars. 

 

How shall we love this head-strong God who gives us every-thing. 
Whose ways are strange and odd, what can we give or bring? 

Acceptance of the matchless gift is gift enough to give 
The very act will shake and shift the way we love and live. 

(Hymn text by Thomas H. Troeger, set to a tune by Carol Doran) 

                  

           FLOWERS FOR EASTER   

 

2019 Easter Flowers - Just a few weeks remain until Easter Sunday, April 21st.  To 
celebrate the joy of Easter and Christ’s resurrection, the Worship committee is ask-
ing for the congregation to provide flowering plants for the sanctuary.   Pastor Ann  

is allergic so PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY LILIES.  Bring the plants to the 
church and put them in the East Entrance anytime during Holy Week (Sunday, 
April 14th through Saturday, April 20th) and the committee will arrange the plants 
for Easter Worship and you can take them home following the service.  Thank you 
for making our Resurrection/Easter worship more beautiful.  

 

     ****************************************************************************************** 

Please fill out this form if you wish to have your name and the name(s) of the person(s) you are  

remembering printed in the bulletin. 

     NAME______________________________________________ 

     IN MEMORY OF_______________________________________ or 

     IN HONOR OF_________________________________________ 

 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
AA  - noon 
 

2 
 
Taekwondo 
6 pm 

4  
AA  - noon 
Dinner 5:50 pm 

Youth, WeKirk 

& Choir - 6:30 

Bells  - 8:00 pm 

New Wineskin 

4 
 
Lion’s Club 
Noon 
 
Taekwondo 
6 pm 

5 
 
AA —  noon 
 
AA  - 7:30 pm 

6 

7 
Bibles & Bacon 
9 am 

Worship   10:15 
In Sanctuary 

Beer & Hymns 
7pm 

8 
 
AA  - noon 
 
PW&F  - 12:30  

 

9 
 
 
Taekwondo   
6 pm 
 

10 
 AA  - noon 
Dinner 5:50 pm 

Youth, WeKirk 

& Choir - 6:30 

Bells  - 8:00 pm 

New Wineskin 

11 
 
Taekwondo   
6pm 
 
 

12 
 
AA  12 noon 
 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

13 
 

14 
 
Worship  10:15 
In Sanctuary 

Great Hour of 
Sharing 

15 
 
AA   12 noon 
 
 
 
 

16 
 

Taekwondo  
6pm 

17   AA — noon 

 
No meal or  
programs 
 
CC  - 6 pm 

18 
Lion’s Club 

noon 

Taekwondo 

6 pm 

Agaape meal 

6:30 pm 

19 
 
AA  12 noon 
 
Community 
Service 12—3 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

20 
 
 
 

21 
 
Doctrin &  
Donuts 9:00am 

Worship  10:15 
In Sanctuary 
 

22 
 
AA   12 noon 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
Taekwondo   
6 pm 

24 
AA  - noon 
Dinner 5:50 pm 

Youth, WeKirk 

& Choir - 6:30 

Bells  - 8:00 pm 

New Wineskin 

25 
 
 
Taekwondo 
6:00 pm 
 

26 
 
AA  12 noon 
 
AA  7:30 pm 

27 

Spring  

Gathering 

9 am  Bowling 

Green Ohio 

28 
 
Worship  10:15 
In Sanctuary 

29 
 
AA — noon 

30 

 
Session     6 pm 
 
Taekwondo 
6 pm 

    

       

April 2019 



PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 


